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1 Brut if ye will not hear 2t, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſe- 


Tending to provethat the Worſhip of 


God in Secret, is the indiſpenlible duty 
of all Chriſtians 3 both by ſundry Ex- 


With a ſevere rebuke of Chriſtfans for 
their negle& of, or negligence in , the, duty of 
Clolet-Prayer : And many Directions for the 
managing thereof, Exhortations to it, Obje&t- 


ons anſwered, Caſes of Conſcience cleared, 
| 


amples and Arguments. ._.:.: . 
| ' TOGETHER. 645 


OSET-PRAYER|[® 
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Chriſtian Dury: 
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By O. HETWO OD, Miniſter of the Goſpel. | 


Jer. 13. 17. 


cret places for your pride, and mine cye ſhall weep 
ſere, andrun down with tcars, becauſe the Lords | 


Flock is carried away captave. 
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There is of this Author two other 
Baoks Printed. 


1. Heart-Treaſure, from Mat. 12,36. 
2, The ſure Mercics of David, Explain- 
ed and Applied, in ſeyeral Sermons, | 


from Iſa. 55, 3. | 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader : Eſpecially 
to the firift and ſerious Profeſſor of 
Chriſtianity. 


Chriſtian Fricnd, 


H E power of Godlineſs 3s much ſpoken of, but (T 
am afr.1id ) very rarely to be found among(t [ever] 
famnus profeſſors: Moſt content themſelves with 
external viſible duties, which Formalilts may 
carry on with as much feeming zeal and applauſe as fi wu 
| eerc worſhippers : A formal ſpirit # is the anſeaſe of the. pre- 
ſent aay: *. The beams of Goſpet- lieht, in the late noon- tyde- 
| difpenſations, have ſo far extraticd an aſſent to fundamen- 
tal traths, and the' neetfſity of ſome pratiical duties, that 
«tis a ſhame in ſome places not to have a form of Godlineſs : 
Many will be found Orthidox in their Judgments, and ex- 
toraally conformable i in their frallifes ; yet without a print 
ciple of Grace in their hearts, or the life-of Religions their 
. Ives, inthe diy of accomts , witneſs the fo. 1h Virgins. 
Thos wnds do fin. ully miſcarry Liſides the ereſly prophane : 
>. Some g2 t1 hell with 2 candle in their bands, Chrift's 
Colours i4 their bats, bis TYord 71 their month 'f, and int 
the habit of Relioion : Fuery one is not a Saint, that lookg 
« like one; a painted picttire makes a ny ſhew, bit wants 
life: A Form: it will be comely indeed, if anim atcd with 
the truth of grac? - "But the leaven of © br ypacriſe ſpoyts 
miny go2d ditics : This was that lezven of the Ph iſe 
7+ 9 ther prayers,. aid rerd-d then M Wifi + 
A, 2 
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The Epiſtle to the ya 


God: They made Religions duties- aſtage to afl vain glory 
pon, their Prayers had a thick ſhell and little kernel, Our 
Saviour would not have the Saints like them , Chriſts 
Diſciples mujt do ſome ſingular thing, more than others , 
Their righteouſneſs muſt go beyond that of the Scribes and 
Phariſces : Sincerity is that ſpiris and life that is torun 
through Religion : elſe it is a Bydy: without a Soul , or 
Cloaths without the Man : This is #be chief drift of our 
Saviours teaching, and main defgn of Goſpel*com- 
mands, to render Profeſſors ſincere and ſpiritual," appro- 
wing their hearts to God in Evangelical performances. I 
bave many times bewailcd the condition of thoſe who are 
very buſiein Externals of Religion abroad, and are proſly 
#eg/zgert of the main Eſſentials at home. They are likg thoſe 
who are propping up ſome remote. members of their hody, 
zphile their Vitals are waſting in a languiſhing Con- 
ſumption : Theſe arelike a Man in a Feaver, bis face and 
bands burn, but bis heart ſhakes aud quivers for evld: 
Theſe I may call Pepper-profeſſors, bot in the mouth, but 
cold at the ſtomach, There are thouſands in the World will 
Tun many miles to hear a Sermon , will countenance the 
beſt Preachers, will read #he Scriptures and good Books, 
ill pray in their families, yea keep days of. Faſting aud 
Prayer mith others, that yet will not ſa about hearts 
work, and fleſh-diſpleaſing dutics , of mortifying beloved 
duſts, loving , forgroing and praying for enemies, — yes 
that will not ſct themſcluves ſulemaly to the dutics of Me- 
ditation, Sclf-examination, and ſecret Prayer : The Veſ- 
fel will not ſtir except the wind of applauſe blow the ſails 5 
theſe are like the Nightingale in the word, of which it is 
recorded, that ſhe ſings mojt ſweetly when ſhe thinks any 
i wear ber. An Hypocrite £43 pray beſt, when taken notice 
of by men, you ſhall ſeldom ſee him at work with bis heart 
in a Cloſet : be 3s of the mind of thoſe carnal perſons of 
Chrifts natural kindred, Joh. 7. 4. who ſaid to Chriſt, It 
Shou do thele things wſlegry thy (elf to the World, tor, 


nm 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader; 


ſaith the Text, ver: 5. Neither did his. brethren believe 
in him : q.d. Such as carry on duties, or counſel others 
to ſnch undertakings 'as may expoſe them to pnblick view 
for oftentation, declare plainly they want true grace, which 
makes perſons Jews inwardly, Whoſe. circumcition. is'of 
the heart, in the Spirit, whole praiſe is not of men, 
but of God : Rom. 2.29. The main trade of a Chri- 
ftian, is his Home-trade, as one ſaith, - Laxoe ay; 
which is ſpent in ſecret betwixt God Juval Fg 
and bis own ſoul: hcre he drives an un- ys Pe, 134 
known Trade, be is at Heaven and © $43 
bome again, richly laden in his thoughts with heavenly me- 
Gitations before the World knows where be hath been: 

The conſideration of theſe things bath ingapcd. me 20 
ſpend ſome thoughts, concerning this great and mnch neg 
leed Dnty of Cloſet-Prayer which when I bad deMvered, 
and ſzveral had got Copies thereof, it was judged fit for 
the Preſs, ſ me hopes conceived of its further uſefulncſs : T 
peruſed it again, an4 methadized it into this form,” a 
communicated my. thoughts to ſome.concerning the publica- 
tion of it. A friend gave me motice there was a Book ex- 
$ant upon the ſame Subject, which I enquired after;. and 
foxnd one of Mr. Brooks on the ſame Text : That .Baok, T 
look'd over, and was ready to think it wonld ſave me ala= 
bour; but, upon ſecond thoughts, I confidered that this 
might fall imo ſome hands that tht wield not; thatſeverat 
men writing on the ſame Subje may be uſeful, is 'ordina- 
ry vhat our Method and moſt of owr Matter is different 3 
for. T had finifh'd mine. before I ſaw the other, exceps two 
orehree leaves in the cloſe: Beſides that, the other is larger, 
this a ſmall Piece, and more portable, as a pocket-book, on 
Vade tnecum: Jes 3t be then a ſhort Appendix 10 #hat ex* 
cellent Piece. | 
: T am heartily glad, any of Gods ſervants have ſet them | 
fſelves\to promne this pars of pr atiical piety; 135 an excel- | 
lent deſign, and Tam well ow if Chriſtians were nors | 
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The Ppiſtle to the Reader, 


#1 their Clofets  withi.God, thur own ſouls would thrive 
hetrer ond things would ſucceed better» abroad 3: Mr. Ro- 
£crs bring ſilenced from: publickh work ; difired bis Hearers 
TNF pead that time they were want to com? to his Lecture in, 
1: ferwus Prayer and: Meditation. i4 their Cloſets, and he 
was: confident $2tay would be 4 loſer, and their ſouls gains 
gs. by that providence: And this I c2u affirm, that if. per- 
ſens wenld ſpend part of that time in ſecres Prayer they take 
#0 114 abroad to Scomons im, they would be better proficients: 
Nut but that hearing the word is neceſſtry and ſo1t-this , 
nr muſt the one juſtle out the other; yea, theſe ſecret duties 
help us #o-projit by publick, Ordinantes. If dang be-pmured 
down ex heaps in the field. it doth #2 gind+ .it mult be ſpread 
abrad, before it make fruitful ground. The plaifter beals 
1, except it be applycd » {5 the Word muſh'be ſpread onoun 
þcarteby ſerious andiſecret Me:1itatiou 2nd Application, or 
cle it 'will never. make-owr ſonls healthful axd fruitful; 
ard. thy we mu't pray ov it, for the: ſhumers of diviue 
grace to waſh it and work it inta our bearts : Many Seri 
moas are lot for want of ſouls tahvig them bame $0 their 
Cliſcts, ani turniag them to Prayer*; Ifear all will he lit 
tte:cnneh that Miniſters ear preach or write upon this 
tram »*TÞ doubt till, this work will beccitber totally neg* 
leeicd or negligently performed : its an bard. work, the ſpirit 
muft travel int it > ant.( faith good Mrs: Bains) the' Satntk 
exrindure better to hear 28 hr, than-topray.a quarece's 
Je. our trifling hearts will mtkhe any excuſe toſhift firm 4his 
duty, or ſhuffle it off nay; thoueh it bein exchange for ann 
ther, u fign the work. is of God, and tendiig. mel! toahie Yo 
good,or elſt Satan and'our corrupt. bearts.mould neved fo-mu 
biader or appoſe it- = 
*- P., or Soul, it may be. thou lookeſb.abro.ad; and freft much 
wicletmeſs committed, bolincs perſecuted.thy God diſhinours 
td, mary things ont of order. thay yanth-q/capacity po bin 
a remedy 1 majbtberefore fav tabe-as: it'rreported; Al 
þ« xtus Cranizius ſa;d-rMfmeer, epben be bezm pi oppoſe 
Js 3 $2 
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The Epiſtle ro the Reader, 
» the Pope [ Frater 'vade in cellam; #2 dic; Miſcreze mci 


Deus} Brother, go Into thy ct!l,,a%d fa y,Gog be mercaful wn- 
29" me foſay T. Alas thy intersft 21d influence veacherb but 
little way to mend 2 wicked world, (though th tut ſoek 
to pirfurm as far a thy place and calling extt\ids Fbnt wo 
thy way to thy God in thyCloſet b:rail thy ſins,aud the tvit of 


others;plead with God for thin owa ſoul: Buſie {1 Gm 
thyſelf, ſet all fraight at bome, the beed of that hit" the 


poor Church, complins of, Cant; 1. 6, They made'me the 
keeper of the vinyards,but mine;own'vinyar4haveT tot 
kept, Oh leave other things undone, 'rathcr than' ths great 
matter, that concerns the affairs of thine wwnſial. 
: Mr. Fox tells 1s of one Petcx Moyte, a German Mcrtyr, 
being called before ibe Synod at Dor . © > I gab 
"nick, they began to exdmine bi: in 0x eoyy IOnER 
"certali Articles of Religion, to whom + bs \. ts 
as he was 4bzut to anſwer boldly and expreſiy to g£0ePy point, 
they interrupting him, bad him fiy in tw2 words, Yea vr 
) _ Nay. They aid h8, Tf your will tug ſuffer me 37 3nfaren for 
my ſelf in things of ſuch [7 of ery He” 0M; "Priſon 
| again among. my Toads and F rOgs, which will 8? Ferriahe 
' membile talk with my Lotid my God. Ob CONN, the 
' time may come, or is already, $0 men 191.4 y opt 5 mMMub, 


| 
| and will nc ſiifſer thee to witneſs 4 paod confeſſion, j42 Rt by 
ut 
| 
| 


P 


thy ſelf from men, and retire unto thy God, who WitI Mi 
thee freely welcom, to puny ont thy ſQul 24 hint 168251 
neither ſtop thy myth nor ſtop bis car, be lay abt "Of 
_chy mouth wide, 'Pſt. $1. 10; Ard ke tet; #, Of ear 
IT DALEY RIBAN Is ; 1 . 
_ 35 open to thy ery, Pſal.34.1 57 & (Lajt /t. WINE 
things as he can and will give: Da FAG, CY AJl 
God, Naturdhyts tell of a preciogf Shane, of ah ex£03egruer- 
_tue yet byſcrls all its efficacy rolhent "HY put int PLIES rs 
mu: / ).Praye? in the lips of 2 Saint or co branle Pts, 
. v4i/tth mu:Þ\, bitabe Prayer of th "Wicke TY YL NPR 
efellual,bir abominable to God: $ Ya £920 Ph 
ſce that you pray aright, for maitedy mi toe, ee May 4k 
J tS, A 4 ans 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


- and receive not, becauſe they ark amiſs © Above all, Soul, in 


tby ſecret addreſſes to, God, take heed of a trifling ſpirit 3 
zhou'lt find moſt ado-with thy ſelf herein © our wanton fo 

are loath to be pent up in the narrow room of a ſpjrimal per- 
formance 3 we love to take our liberty in ranging abroad to a 


- thouſand objefts ; but Chriſtian, as thou lowſt thy peace;zhy 
Soul, thy God, look to thy ſpirit in ſecret Prayer ; Do not ari- _ 


fle away thy time npon thy knees, let not thy words freeze as 
they come from thee, let no diſcouragements beat thee off : 
the Woman of Canaan, as one ſaith, takes the Bullets that 
Chriſt. ſhot at her, and with an humble beldneſs of faith, 
finds them back again in Prayer > which indepd reach'd bis 
heart, and prevailed with God for mercy © 

But, T ſhall inlarge no more at preſent, but refer thee 20 
this fmall Treatiſe, wherewith T have ( according to my poor 
zalent ) laid before thee this great duty: What effett it 
hall bave I kgtow net, my God knows, ia whoſe hands the 
bleſſing of oxer endeavours lyes 3 Get alone and pray over this 
Book:, and for the unworthy ſinful Author, as be deſires to 
do fer, thee. into whoſe band this may come © let our Prayers 
daily meet at the throne of Grace, till our ſouls meet before 


. the throng of God, if thou receiveſt any good by this or any 


AY 


\ 
A 
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other worh this poor worm hath handed to thee, aſcribe 10- 
the aaſtrument,but all to the agents. and efficient : our 


zbing to 
Cn fm whom comes every good and perfett gift, diſ- 


415 j the work for the plainneſs of the ſtile \ it was 
Pars, by þ t in #his dreſs for the uulgars benefit and if 


zt or:my IF be expoſed to cenſure for that, "tis welcom. I 
Prite ut zo pleaſe learned Scholars, but to profit plain Chri- 


 fzans,3 whoſe ſpiritual good I prefer above any credjt to my 


ſelf, 1 am ſure, thereIs none due: there being few of my 
brethren buz they tranſcend me in parts and learning, But by 
The grace of God Iam what Lam, 1 Cor, 15. 10. Nor is 
that grace altogether in pain ; for as it hath helped me in 


labours.ſo he bath m ome meaſure bleſſed my labours, though 


. The nwthing, the lealt if $ajngs, not meet to be called a Mi- 


miſter, 


rits | 


þ 
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rafter. Did thoſe that read my labours kuow me, they would 
be ready to deſpiſe my nndertakings : this I ſpeak, becauſe 
my former book hath found ſuch good acceptance, and this 
is ſa much deſired. Aud that no man. think, of me, above 
what he knoweth ta be. in me : my heart hath beenthear 


fainting through diſcouragements from my great weakyeſr, 


had I not been ſupported many a time with that word , -int 
2 Cor. 4.7. But we have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, 


that the cxcellency of the Power may be of God, and 
not of Man. Whence I gather, that God cau make uſe of 
weak,, wulcarned , ſinful inſtruments to do great works 3 
and be can uſe perſons of mean abilities , to accympliſh 
bis + gloriow ends , in converting ſouls , as well as the 
profoundeſt Clerks, or wiſeſt men on earth : yea ſometimes 


be laycth aſidetheſe , aud rather wſeth the former , that all 


tbe glory might be. bis, And that,no fleſh might glory in 


his preſence : 1 Cor.-1. 29. - But fach as I am or 


have, is all devoted to the honour of our Redeemer, and 


welfare of Souls. 
Db. 31, | es. Whiles Tam 


1668, EY ' 44, , Oliver Heywood: 
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: 'Bobkks'to bt _ by "That Parkburft,at the Gelien- * 
 ,” - Bible, att]re"lk CROFT. Oe 


ofition of Temptir on Mat. 4. ter. 1. to 
| nf end of the'Feventh? Me of Þ i; Tho. Taylor fol. 
-Dizzlte, on ths Epille ro the" cum? CM cer containing 
[9 SYthons, PAL: * ty y *- 0Q*7 
»A praQtical Expoſition 6h "rhe third Chapter of the 
*Arſt Epiſtle of 9t; P4u} to the CHE the' God! 
Marrs Chyice, on P2:4.” v.6,2,8: By Aitthdny Burgeſ?, fol. 
-"The- TT 1 ot. the” Holy, Set Sn By Hugh 
Þton, fol. 
Theſe: fox Tretff next Pl, "ae mricen T 
. . George Swittni k."" 

- x. The Chr 3 Mber, Calls * Or uk Treatiſe of mt 
king Religion $ bit titefs;” itr Refi hs Ditics, Nata- 
Yal'26ions, his, wes cular Voctidh, us Family Diref- 
I}, art4 his ow Reere3rion'; O88 real in Farttilics tor 
their Inſtruction and Editication, Th firſt part.” <-© 

2, Likewiſe a ſecond Part ; wherein Chriſtians are 

ireed, to perform their Duties, as Husbands and 

wed arents and Children, Maſters and Servants; 
theEtiditions of Proſperity and Adverlity, 0 

3, The third and Jalt part of the Chritian Mans Cal- 
ling, wherein the Chriſtian is dire&tcd how to make 
Religion his butineſs, in his dealings with all Men, in 
the Choice of his Companions, in his carriage in good 
Commpatry, if bat Company, infotrermets;-or whewhe 
iS alone 3 on a week-day from morning to night 3 in vi- 
ſiting the ſick on a Dying-bed ; as alſo the means how a 
Chritiian may do this, and ſome motives to it. 
F245 The Door of Salvation opened, by the Key of Rege- 
Herations 

5. Hearen and Hell Epitomized : And the True Chri- 
ſftian charaferized. 

6. The Fading of the Fleſh, and the Fouriſving of 


Faith : 
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Faith: Or, One ca't for Eternity, with the only way to. 
throw It well: All thele by George Swine , M. A. 
; Large Oftavo's. 

An Expoſition on the hve belt Chapters 6: Ezekiel, 
with uſeful obſervations thereupon.By Wil. Greetbil;qto. 

. The Goſpel-Coveriantlor the Covenant” of Grace 0- 
-pened Preached in New-Englaxd;by Peter Butkely,'qto- 

: God's holy: Mind touching Matters Moral 3- which 
himſelf uttered in temwords, Of ten Commandments 3 
Allo an Expoſition on the Loxds Prayer. By Edrvard 
-Elton, BuDi 440. 2 i. 

Fiery Feſuite; or in Hiſtoriesl Colle&ion of the Riſe, 
:Increale, DoQrines and Deeds-of the - ſcluites. Enpo- 
41cd to view fv the fake of -Londb#; '4to- 

Horologtographis Optize + J Dialing Univerſal th#par- 
ticular,Speculative & PraQieal,By Tplvants Morgan:480- 
«The! "Rehwilding of L,90d57 enconraged and improved 
in ſeveral Medicacions By Samuel Roles." 

The ſire way ro Sdlvation Vorta-Preatiſe oftebiints 

dfyſiical ante with Chritt;' wherem thas' preat My- 
_ and Priviledge is opch2P: #4 the natuire:'prdper- 
*Ni65, andthe dodthity'of it. ' By Ki Steedinant ME: A. 

A defence again(} the fear of Death; By ZucHiDy 
Gods Soveraienty BHiſphy ed By W/ilt. Getrag, 

The G:d'y Mans Ark; or City of Retug cio day of 
ns diſtreſs, in tiv Whrrz0n5 *vith Nw [oo's Rydcn- 
ccs tor Heaverss dnt. Calamwy VILE Ad 

The Almiſt Chriftian FL ocehe YR Pro- 
feſſwr trycd and caſt, By Mr. Mead- 

Spiritual Wiſdom improved againſt Temptation. By 

— Mead, 
» A Divine Cordial. 

2. A word of comfort for tve Church of God. 

3- A Plea for Alms, in a Sermen at the Spizzle, 

4+ The Godly Mans chm. drawn with a Scripture- 
penlil. 

5- The 


from, Ezek. 33. IIs YE SOOT 7" 
.: Worthy Hal: By Nat. Vircets - + 
Method : 


5- The Dodrine of Repentance. 
6, Heaven taken, by Storm. | 
7- The Holy Euchariſt: or, The Sacrament of the 


OW Supper, brietly opened. Theſe ſeven by Mr. The. 
F atſon. ga 


The true bounds of Chriſtian Freedom': or a DiC- 


courſe ſhewing the extents and reftraints of Chriſtian li- 
derty, , wherem the truth. is ſetled, many errors confut- 
ed, opt of Fohn $. ver. 36. IT 7 

Comfortable Crumbs of Refreſhment, by Prayers, 
Mecditation,Conſolation,and Ejaculatigns 3.with a Con- 


felhon of Faith, and ſam of the Bible. | 


Arrifodina Lingus Gallice, or the Golden Mine of the 


French Langnage, opened. By Ed. Coſt/an, Gent. 


Sins Sinfulneſr. By Ralph Venniugs | 

Saber Singularity. By R. Steedmans. |. | 

The, Parable of the great Supper. By Job Crump, 
hte of Maiditone. 

'Ehs Chriſtians daily. Monitor, By Foſeph Chyrch.. 

A. Memento to: young men and old. Ey f. Maynard 


. » A Little Book, for Little Children. By Tho: White, 


The Hiltory ob Moderation; Or the Life, Diaib, Ree 


furredfion of Moderation: \ 


* The.Comrſine gf, a Sinner, explained and applicd, 


ho 


itation». By. Tho. f#hites 


Antidotg againli Qxalgri/m. FI] 
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The Contents of the Book, 


Sec. 1, He context clea- 

ay > 1-7-8 
Set. 2. he words explaind 4 
SeR. 3. Docirines raiſed 7 
Set. 4. Iiſtances for Cloſet- 


Prayer 
1 Abraham 12 
2 Tſaac ibid, 
3 Facob 13 
4 Moſes F4 
' 5 David ibid. 
Sect.5. More Inſtances of 
6 Elijah | I5 
7 Jeremiah 16 
8 Damiel 17 
9 Peter 1bid. 
10 Feſus Chriſt 18 
CHAP. IE 
Sed. 1. Reaſon 1. Convenien- 
cy of Privacy 20 


For 1 Expoſtulation 21 
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MATTH. 6.6, 


But thou, when thou prayeſt enter into 
thy Cloſet : and when thou haſt ſhut thy 
door, pray to thy F ather which is in ſe- 
cret ; and thy F ather which ſeeth in ſe- 
cret, ſhall reward thee openly. 


CHAP.IL SECT. L 
The Context cleared. 


the Mount, we have both the Goſpel clearly Pro- 

pounded, and the Law folidly expounded : The 

corrupt and carnal Phariſces had degraded God's 
holy Law from its ſpiritual extent and regiment by 
their low and literal gloflcs, but our Saviour reftores 
it to its dignity and authority over hearts and cons 
{c1E 1Cc5. 

La this Chapter, the beſt Preacher that ever.opened 
his mouth, doth admirably explain the Adjun&ts, Ofh= 
ces, and Exerciſes of true Pjety : which are principally 
three, Alms, Prayer and Falting 3 to ver. 19. | 
Particularly, concerning the Duty of Prayer, there 

E | were 


T* this excellent Sermon of our precious Saviour itt 


£2 


wn 


| Cloſ?t-D2ayer, 


were two material deſtructive Faults which-the 1 Scyabes 
ind: Phzriſces were guilty of 3 in that ſweet and ſo- 
lemn Ordinance : Thoſe were, 1. Hypocriſie, 2. Batto> 


bogig, or vain-babling, -Jeſus Chriſt rebukes and redtities 


both. 

1. They were wont to perform their private devoti- 
ons, 1m publick places, meerly tor vaia-glory, to be 
ſeen-of_ men, as in the..Syn2gogres, or in, the Streets : 


- . 


" ##7-5. Now for the, Diſciples praice ip* this caſe, he 


corgrbaws'them. to withdraw themſclves ont of the 
vigy,of. man; into ſome folitary place, and there. per- 
fotht thit Nuty,. where they are. leaR' expoſed to the 
4nger of oftentation: vey. 6. OS 20 

2. Anothet tault that our Redcemer xebukes in the 
Duty of Prayer is,” vain Repctitions. And though he 
only mention it here as the Heathens fault, ver. 7. yet 
certainly the Scribes and Phariſees might alſo be guilty 
of it, tor they.are cenſured tor their long Prayers, Mat. 
23-14 Yet upon different accounts. Here the Heathens 
ute vain repetitions that they may.move God : There 
the Scribes and Pheriſtes make long Prayers that they 
may deceive men, and devour Widows houlcs. This 
Fext faith, They think they ſhall be beard for their much 
ſteaking,z jult as Baal's Prielis. 1 King. 18. 26. They 
called on the name of Baal trom morning even till noon, 
ſaying, O Baal hear ns; they Icapt upon the Altar, and 
£rycd aloud, and cut themſelves, with knives and lan- 
cers, till the blood guſhed out upon them. No doubt 
fhis was doat to move their cruel god (or rather {tupid 
block ) to ſome pity and cowpaltion : Jult as the trantick 
Papiſts.do ar this day in their felf-tormenting penances : 
Bue,uur God who 1s the {carchcr of hearts , delights 
more in ardent aft&ions, than in either extenſion of 
the voice, or multiplication of woids, or excruciating 
aftiictions, of 'the outward man : Therefore our Szviour 
aclls us, that when we pray; we come not. to inform 


_— 


God 


A Chaiffian Diliy. 3 
God of any thing he is ignorant of, ver. 8. Towr Father 
knowcth what things ye have need of before ye ask, him : 
But we pray that our own hearts may be attected, and 
that we may have the condition of acceptance : And 
for the re&ifying of this abuſe of vain babling in Pray- 
er,Chrift propounds and prefents to us an exa draug 
and compendious platform of Prayer, in that which 1s 
commonly called, The Lords Prayer : not as chough men 
ſhould fay only thoſe words and no more 3 for then the 
Apoftles had failed in praying in other terms, but that 
this might be a directory tor Prayer. 7 
So that every thing we ask, ſhould #t «liter orere quam 
be reducible to ſome of thoſe heads 49% wth 
mentioned in this perfect platform : —_ - ſerm. ad 
So that, as Cyprian ſaith, To pray grat; Domin, pag. 
otherwayes than he hath taught (ei> 408, 
ther as to the manner, or ſubſtance 
of the matter) *tisnot only ignorance but an offence : 
and indeed we cannot expe to be heard except weask, 
as well according to Chriſts mind as in his name. But 
this is not the ſubje& I have choſen to inſiſt upon. That 
which falls under our preſent cognizance fromthis Text, 
3s, The modification of Prayer, with reſpe& to the cur» 
cumſtance of privacy, (olitarinels, or retirement. 

The Text holds torth the warrant for, and manner of 
carrying on the great work of Cloſet-Prayer 3 a copious 
Subject, 'a precious Duty. 


The Place for it, a Cloſet. 


Ln, 


In 2 Theclol5neſs of the place, Door-ſhut. 
which 43 The obje& of the worſhip, Thy Fa: 
are ther. 

4 4 -The Arguments to inforce thy Duty 3. 


x Gods omniſcience, he ſees. 
2 . His muniticence, will reward, 


— a: 


Clolet-P:aper, 
SE CT. II. 
The words epencd, 


Þ2 a more diſtin opening of the words according 
to the parts before-mentioned, conſider : 
1- What is meant by a Cloſer, here. Some under- 
and and interpret it, not literally but myſtically, ma- 
king an Allegory of it, as though it did import znterio- 
rem cordis receſſum | the inner receſles or motions of the 
heart, but though that be a truth and duty, That we 
muſt pray in the cloſet of the heart 3 yet, I humbly con- 
ecive, that is not the proper meaning of this place: for 
we need not interpret this plain word in ſuch a borrow- 
ed ſenſe; fince multitudes of Scriptures are ſo expreſs, 
for worſhipping God with the heart. Beſides, that is 
" Not luitable to the ſcope of the place, which oppoſeth 
{{l-rctirement to- the Phariſaical 
modes of devotion : The word then 
| is to be litcrally taken, and 
.3n general imports azxy ſecret place where a thing is laid 
up; particularly, it lignikes a Sate, 
or Cupboard , to-lay victuals 1n; or 
a Tocked Cheſt, whexcia a treaſure is 
uſually reſerved: or its taken (as indeed here and oft 
elſewhere) tor a cloſs or ſecret chamber, a withdraw- 
ZN ing-roomn, retiring-place, where a 
perſon is not {cen or heard, nor yet 
i5 difturbed in his devotions by any 
noiſe or commotion :; a ſecret conclave or locked Par- 
Ir, wherz to company is to come. ; 

2. \ Shut thy dior : this word imports yet a further 
degree of ſecrecy:q.d. That thou mailt make thy ſelf to'be 
leſs dbſerved; ſhut up thy {elf in a room; let none come 
at thee to diſturb thee in thy couvertiags \wich God » 
bar the door, and make it tait ; yea It none opr-hear 

| -thee 


Leigh. in Crit. Sac. 


Mat. 24. 26. 
"Luk.'12, 3. 


LOvemvis lotum oc- 
Cultum 720t it, Par, 


mas "Y 


" 


I Cheiitfan-Ditty 
thee in thy retired devotions. For, obſerve-it, in true 
Cloſer-Prayer- there ſhould be an including of the voice 
as well as-the body : ſome pray fo loud in their cham 
bers that they may be heard into the ſtreets 3 this is not 
properly Cloſet-Prayer, ſince it doth not attain the end 
of this retirement, which isan approving the heart'on- 
ly to. God, and avoiding all ſhews and occaſions of hy- 
pozrnilie and vain-glory 3 for it isall one (as to thisend) 
whether the body be ſeen or the voice be heatd':-'Only 
remember, this is ſpoken of ſecret Prayer 3 for itdoth 
not exclude publick Prayer in a congregation , where 
the body is ſzen, and voice is heard : Yet it doth bya 
kind of Synecdoche xequire ſelt-denial,, finglenels, and 
lincerity in all kind of Prayer, pub- OW" 
lick, private, fecrer, for one part or ane eel FE 
i1gn of uprightneſs in the duty iS poſrg, | 
put tur the whole, ſhutting the door, 

for integrity of heart in the whole management'of. this ' 
great Attair, 

3- Here's the obje& of Prayer: Pray to thy Father: 
Thy bulineſs is not with men, but with God 3 feeR 
therefore to pleaſe and injoy him: Nor yet art thou to ; 
tetch a compaſs and pray to Saints and Angels, but 'go, 
ſtraight to God-in.the name of Chritt, and be ture thou 
look upon —_— under the ſweet ad a 
relation of a tender Father yea, Thy 7... :, oati 
Father. Oh, a {weet word, : Died _—_— or Hnrg 
word, and (ucha word as we durlt fi ipſe aobis fic per- 
not have taken into our mouths z had ifiſct oare : Cypre- 
it not been for Chriſt's glorious un- 7+ Ser, de Uide 
dertaking to purchaſe for us the ado- EP 
ption, and this gracious commilſon,and in the platform 
cf Prayer the preſcription : and for God the Father's vo- 
luntary condeſcention. ' Come then, and tear not, poor 
Diſciple of Chriit, come with filial atfeions, and' the 
Spirit of Adoption, and thou art ſuxe to ſpced ; tor this * 
5 3 Pan 


— -  —DeAluAS nnd  IGATRES HM. len -— -— ew joy 
6 it oe w—_ 


a ' wh - - 
$, $8: ' " i,Þ © J - J/, 


a*% ET _—_ 


af, (Y 3- > 
paternal relation imports affection, proviſion, conde- 
ſ{cention, and compatlien.. If thou: wilt be a Child to 
him 3, he will be a Father to thee : 2 Cor. 6. 18. 

4+ ' Here's the Arguments and incouragements to this 

duty of ſecret Prayer. . | - 
- I: Thy Father ſees in ſecret, All's one to him whether 
you be 1n a publick Church, or private Cloſet 3 God 
(whale eyes are ten thouſand times brighter than the 
Sun)ſees you in the one place,as well as inthe other,and 
though men fee you not, yet content your ſelves with 
this, That God and your conſciences are competent wit- 
peſſcs of: your uprightneſs ; with whom you have to do, 
and from whom you have your reward. 

2, Hewill reward thee openly. There's two things in 
Ph 'expreſlion, I. They hall be rewarded, 2. They 
thall be opeuly rewarded. So that men ſhall fay, Verily 
there 1s a reward for the righteous, verily he is a God 
that judgeth in the earth : Pſal. 58.11. The Scribes and 
Phariſees do all their works to be ſ:en of men, and of 
men they have that ſorry reward: you do yours in the 
fight of God , and from him you ſhall receive your 


> abundantand etcrnal recompence. Though men ſee you 


not, fear not, you ſhall be ſeen and accepted by him that 


| Tearcheth hearts, and knoweth the mind of his ſpirit ; 


But of theſe, more anon. 

© Theſumand delign of the Text is this. Thou, my 
Diſciple, {eeſt the plauſible practices of rhy hypocritical 
Phariſees, to gain credit and applauſc 3 they pertorm 
their private duties in publick places, as Markets and 
Synagogues, that they may paſs among men for eminent 


* Saints 3 and they are generally ſo cficemed; that's their 


reward.. But thou tht haſt given up chy name to me, in 
theproteſſion of my Name, take my counſel for regula» 


| Hating this ſweet Duty of ſecret Praycr : Let none ſee 
| what thou goeſt about, ſteal time from all obſervers, 
* withdraw thy (elf into ſome Cloſet. or private place ; 
-- Sa | | | and 


! 
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.and when thou haſt made all faft;.:do thou ſet thy' ſelf 


in the preſence of God, approve thy heart to him, y 
open thy boſom betore him, tell-him all thy grievances; 
and though no creature is privy; to thy ſecret ':groans, 
yet be {are that all thy defires 'are before God, and thy 
groaning is not hid trom him, and-he takes -notite of 
thy tears; and reſerves them in a bottle by him, 'to .be 
rewarded in a wiltble manner in a ſeaſonable tithe; thy 
labour is not in vain, thy work is with the Lord, and 
thy reward with thy God, FP 2 


—_— _—= 
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SECT, BI. 


Dotrines raiſed, and cleared. 


Here are manyDoGdrines lye couched inthe words, 
I (hall but hint them, and pitch upon one : 

I. Prayer is a chuice part of religion 5 its a piece of 
natural worſhip 3 though the right ordering ot it 1s 
by inſtitution, yet *t1s a main part of Religion, There- 
tore often put in Scripture for the whole ſervice of God: 
He that calls on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, Rons« 
IO. 13+ A prayerleſs foul, is graccleſs : 

2, Prayer is a duty mu:h abuſed: There's ſcarce any 
thing ſo much perverted and corrupted as this choice 
duty, by formality, hypocritie, ſuperſtition, baſe and by- 
ends, as-1s clear by theſe Phariſees many wayes, and 
their younger brethren the Papiſts at this day, Maſſer, 
Dirges, Invocation of Saints, &Cc. | 

3+ There are ſeveral ſorts of Prayer : Both as to the 
kinds, modes, and circumſtances. The Apolite diſtin- 
guiſheth of Supplications, Prayers, Interceffions, and 
giving of Thanks: 1 Tim. 2.1. There's alſo Publick- 
Prayer, Family-Pxayer , and Cloſet-Prayer, Now a 

B 4 Chriſtian 
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longkt, none elſe ſees our ſtate, pr cau (atisfic fouls: 


"Is 


| Cloſet-P2ayer, 
Chriſtian muſt pray with all Prayer and Supplication ; 
PFpb, 6. 18. The laſt, is. here inſiſted on.' 

- 4+ A Chriſtian muſt ds nothing for praiſe or applauſe, 
eſpecially in matters of Religion : It 15a bale protticuting 
the higheſt things of 'God,' to our beaſtly Juſts. It is to 
feed an humour, and damn the foul with that which 
ſhould fave it. Let no Chriſtians, (as the Phariſees here, ) 
make Prayer trickle to their credit, Phil. 2. 3. Lit no- 
thing be dene through ſtrife or vain-glovy. | 

5+ There are ſct and ſtated times of Prayer ; This 15 
hinted in this word, When, when thou praycſt. A time 
Ahere muſt be for it, though the point of time is not de- 
termined, yet a time muſt be ſer apart for the duty, eve- 
ry day 3 a Chriſtian muſt chuſe out the fitteſt time tor 
the duty, by the due uſe of his liberty and diſcretion. 
6. Circumſtances are of great uſe in all our actions : 
The ſtreets are proper places to walk, talk, buy and fell 
in, . but not (o fit tor Prayer 3 the Church is a'tit place 
for publick devotion, ' not fo for a ſolemn pert6rmance 
of the duty of ſecret Prayer, Although mental ejacula- 
tions are ht enough in both, yet it's not convenient to 
_—_ down or uſe outward geſtures ot ſecret Prayer 
TAETE, | 
7. Cliſet-Prayer muſt be with all ſecrecy and ſolitarineſs: 
In a Cloſct, door ſhilt': As we mult not blow a Trumpet 
when we give Alms, ſo we muſt not hold out a flag 


when we go to wait on God in the Duty of Prayer : 


It was carnal counſel the brethren of Chrilt gave him :; 
Fob. 7.4. Shew thy ſelf to the World. The reaſon is gi- 
ven, v. 5. For ncatber did his brethren belicue in him : A 


Jad fign of carvahity |! | 
. 8. God alone 3s the proper obje(t of our Prayers : pray 


tothy Fathcr. As he is the objec of our Faith, 1o of 
Prayer : For he alone canhelp, therefore he is to he 


Ld 
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Iſa. 63.16. Doubtleſs thou art our Father, though Abra- 
tam be ignorant of ws. 

9. In all our addrefits to God we muſt own God as 
our Father 3 as having adopted us in Chriſt : becauſe 
his, thereiore ours : I aſcerd (faith Chriſt) to my Father 
and your Father, Foh.20.17. Indeed by nature we were 
children of wrath, but by grace children bf his Love 
fo that they may ſay, as 1/a. 64. 8. But now, O Lord, 
thou art our Father. Oh plead _ improve this relation. 

10. Godis omnipreſent : Thy Fa= ;,.: Hoe” 6. 
ther which is 1n proſe the Heaven —_ no yt. 
of Heavens cannot contain him, unde eft exetuſus,neq 
1 King. 8.27. He filleth all places «licubs ef incluſus. 
with his immenſe and infhnitc cf- ve Med. Theol, 
ſence : Heaven is his. throne , the 7 3 098: 4:47 
Earth is his footſtool 3 he is excluded from no place, in-. . 
cluded in none : for he is without all imitation, dimen- 
ſion, or termination. | 

Ii. God is omwiſcient. Thy Father which feeth in ſe= 
cret, The darkcſt night, or lecreteſt cloſet, or moſt hid- 
den thought of a reſerved heart, can neither hide, or 
be hid from God's all-feeing eye : Heb. 4- 13. God be- 
holds all things in Heaven and on Earth with one fim- 
ple ſingle act of his Underſtanding; without compoſi- 
tion, diſcourſe, or repreſentation ot Species. 

12, Evwry believing Prayer bath @ ſure reward : He 
will reward thee openly : Not a good word to God, or 
work tor God, ſhall be loſt: To him that ſoweth righte- 
ouſneſs, ſhall be a ſure reward, Prov.11.18. And we know 
Every right Prayer is a real feed, Pſal. 126. 6. 
_ it will riſe in a full and plentiful crop ancther 
ay. 

13. The reward of ſecret Prayer ſhall be open and mani= 


feſt: They have already a reward and gift in fecret 3 


Communion with God 1s an abundant recompence.” be 
keeping thy Commandements there 3s great reward : Pſal. 
by 19. 11. 


xO - Clolet-P2ayer, 
19. 11. But thisisa[ premium ante premium | reward 
before the reward ; the other (hall be in Heaven before 
Angels and Men. | 
14. A Chriſftzans reward is from God : Thy Father will 
reward thee : Not men. Scribes and Phariſees have theix 
reward from men, from men they expect 1t : Saints ex> 
pect their reward from God, and God gives it them; 
Men reward them evil for their good will, and they ex- 
peR no better : If better come trom men, they own it 
as 2 gratuity ſent from their Father : Ir's a principle of 
Religion to know and believe that God is, aud that be is 
a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek, bim, Heb. 11. 6. 
And as God gives a reward, fo he is rhe reward of his 
Saints, Gen. 15. 1. Tea an exceeding great reward. It can 
admit of no Hyperbole, it cannot havea ſufficient Em- 
phaſis : to enjoy God is a reward ſufficient, in and for 
the ſervice of God. Theſe DoQtrines would afford large 
diſcourſes, but none of theſe are the ſubje& I (hall 1n- 
Qt upon. 

I ſhall raiſe one.from the main ſcope of the Text, 
which is this. 

Dot. That Cloſet-Praycr is a Chriſtian Duty. 

Secret Prayer is an Evangelical exercite. 

Every child of God may and muſt perform the duty 
of Secret Prayer. 

As a Chriſtian muſt pray all manner of Praycr, fo in 
all places, 1 Tm. 2, 8.' I will that men pray every where : 
And it every where, then in their Cloſets : This divine 
Incenſe ſhould perfume every room, and ſhould aſcend 
to Heaven from Chambers as well as Churches ; Any 

4 place now 1s fit for a divine Oratcry; 
dry ws le God and a believing foul may meet 
kr 51 00 ina corner ; a Saint thould give him- 
Feilf to Prayer, and dedicate his houſe to God 3 he ſhould 
{as.it-were)- conſecrate every room in his houſe to be a 
place of private devotion ; Abraham reared an altar to 


God 
» 


—_— 


—_— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


at 


T ( Nitian olty, Tr 
God wherever he came; ſo muſt a Chriſtian make eve- 
ry place where he can get clols to the duty, a place of 
Prayer. 

Mr. Mede hath undertaken to: prove, from Foſh. 
24. 26, That the Jews of old, and Chriſtians in Goſpel- 
times had their | Proſeuche, or] praying places, which 
he thus deſcribes (as to the Jews of 
old :) Profeucha, laithhe, was a plot 
of ground,cncompaſſed with a wall, 
.or ſome other like mound or incloſure, and open above, 
much like to our Courts, the uſe properly tor Prayer, 
as the name Proſeucha imports : And theſe were with- 
out the Cities, as Synagogues were within ; Of this 
(as he thinks) were thoſe in 4G. 21, 31» and Lxk.6.12. 
Where Jeſus Chriſt is faid to continue all night | i 75 
TeoTWwNj- TS ts, in Proſceucha Dei, l in the place of 
Prayer, or Proſeucha of God. Now although I ſhall ſay 
little of the Notion, yet I cannot fee how it will prove 
any relative holineſs of places nor yet do I believe or 
find, but that the Saints had other praying places, as in 
houſes and elſewhere as occaſion was ottered, even in 
dwelling houſes, A&, 12, 12, But as to this Duty of 
ſecret Prayer, it mult not be ſo narrowly confined, but 
we may go to any Cloſet or private Room where our 
ſouls may mect with God : And (as one faith) we ſhall 
not fail to find thar the Grots and ,, 

ves lye as open to the celeſtial in- Sure mage 
—_ y pen | mond iz & {etzer, p. 
lnences, as the fairelt and moſt beau- 2zo:. 
titul Temples. 


Medes Diatribe; pag. 
279. 


——— 
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SECT. IV 
Inſt znces of ſeveral in Scripture,that uſed Cloſet-Prayer. 


T He Do&Erine needs no Explication, but Confirma- 
tion : whica I thall do from Scripture-Inſtances 


{ and Reaſons, We 


_ +Gen, 15, 12. Chap, 


che Greek by exerciſing himſelt, z. e, both in me 


v2 Cloſet-P2ayer, - 


Weave ſeveral Examples of Patriarchs, Prophets, - þ 


Apoſtles that uſcd this duty of folttary or ſecret 
prayer. 

I. Abraham, The friend of God, and Father of the 
faithful, converſed much with his God alone; particu- 
Jarly,in this duty of Prayer, Gen. 18, 22. When the 
men, (3. e.) the created Angels that ſeemed men) were 
gone towards Sodom, Abraham fool yet before the Lord, 
or Fehovah, i. e. Jeſus Chriſt, the Angel of the Cove- 
nant. Standing is a praying poſture, therefore put for 
prayer, hence Abraham drew near and pleaded 'with 
God for Sodom : That was his errand to God at that 


time. No doubt he had uſed this courſe frequently | 


in other caſes; Hence aroſe that intimacy betwixt 
God and Abraham: So that God 


19. 3., 


ly with God. 
2. Iſaac, The ſon of the Promiſe, a very contempla- 
map five man, therefore *tis ſaid, Gen. 

Locktus eft ove, wel 24+ 63+ That Taac went out to medi- 
ro-de cogttavit ; pro- tate in the field at even-tide. The 
prie ſognificat, ſw>- word ſignitics as well to Pray as Me- 
m"iſ4 voce loquh; to tate, "tis likely he did both in ſome 
AA ſolitary Walk, whete he converſed 
with his God. TheChaldee tranſlates it by praying, t ut 
Ketion 

and prayer ; And truly there is a near athnity betwixt 


and he again diſcourſed familiar- 


k 


theſe two {weet duties, and *tiz uſual for a devout foul” 


to.fall out of the one into the other, in 1's retirements. 
Lotns Srecibus ubia: Solzloqune in the heart helps to a cots 
ps wage ofa = loguie with God : But here obſerve 
ſolizudixe, whi ſexſus Tſarc's oratory, which he had in the 


ade pits meditationi- field, which he uſed for more priva- | 


_ A He CY 3 There ( ſaith Parexs ) he conti- 
| ; nually poured out prayers 0.God, 
a 


#4 c - 


tilked wich him, came to him; 
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2nd at this time more earneſily for the happy ſucceſs of 
his-ſervant 3 a ſingular example of piety: A place it 
was every way fit for prayer,eſpecially in ſolitude where 
the ſenſes are leſs drawn off trom pious medications : 
Some think he was returning, from his devotions, and 
then *tis worth noting, What a ſpeedy reward of his 
picty, and ecffe& of his prayers was granted : Would 
all young men take the like courſe tor a Wite, they 
might meet ſeaſonably with a Rebeckah in mercy. 


3+ Facob is a famous inſtance of this choice exerciſe, 


few like him he was put to flee, but they could not 


drive him from his God : Thcy had their meeting-pla- 


ces and intercourſe where none ſaw : particularly that 
remarkable time, Gen. 32. 24. Fab was left alone : 
' Andthere wriftled a man with him, until the breaking of 
the day. *Tis likcly Facob had ſent his houſhold away oa 
purpoſe, that he night wreftle with God alone : I ſhall 


not diſpute whether Facob had any extraordinary natu- 
ral ſtrength of body, I am ſure he had abundance of 
ſpiritual firength of grace, nor ſhall I take notice of the 
Hebrews ſubtil diſputes concerning this man. Hoſes tells 
us, it was an Angel, yet withal he tells-us, That by bis 


ftrength be had power with God, Hoſ. 12. 3, 4. Thereiore 


this was God himſelf, the creating, 
nct acreated Angel,even JeſusChritt, 
the Angel that redeemed him from all evil, whom M:z- 
lachi calls, The Angel of the Covenant, Mal. 3. 1. It 
was God himlclt, El-bjim, whom Fob overcame in this 
ſtapcndious | monomachia, or | conflict. But how did he 
thus prevail ? The Text faith, with prayers and tears, 
he wept and made ſupplication : Now he had gotten 
God to a ſide (as it were) and none came to difixact 
him, or to part this ſtrong and bleſſed duel he is re- 
foſved to ſtick to his hold, and not let God go, till he 
bleed him : And good Facob came off a Noble Cone 
queror 3 and from th:t purchaſed the famous name of 


Ifract . | 


Gen. 48. 16. 


T4 Cloſet-P2ayer, | 
Tf#el: Ohrunequal matches ! Oh unparallel'd conquekt ! 
Theſcemingly-adverſe combatant was Facobs only at{i- 
fant, and the conquered was the invincible Fehovah, 
and no other ſeconds or ſpeQators, but the Intinite 
God and Worm Facoh. 

4+ Moſes was a choice man of God, whom the Scri- 
pture charafterizeth as a non-ſuch, Dent. 34. 10. There 
aroſe not a Prophet ſince in Iſrael like unto Moles, whom the 
Lord knew face to face : And this intimate acquaintance 


was obtained, maintained, and exerciſed by this ſecret * 


converling with God : How often do we find the Lord 
and his ſervant Moſes together ? And none with them, 
"2774: jy yea Moſes only muſt come near, and 
what buſineſs have theſe familiar friends one with ano- 
ther? Why, ſometimes the Lord ſpeaks to Moſes, ſome- 
times Moſes ſpeaks to God .in ſecret prayer : See both 
together in Exod. 32. 9, 10, 11. A ttrange Scripture, 
God and Moſes had been converſing with each other in 
the mount tourty dayes : God tells Msſes, the people 
had made them a molten calf, and he was angry and 
would conlume them, and hids Moſes let him alone, as 
though Moſes had bound the hands of omnipotency : 
Nay then, thinks Moſes, if my poor pcople be'in this 
hazard fince I am with God, Vle ply the throne of grace, 
and improve my interelt for them : and then he talls 
clols to the work, and b:ſought the Lord his God and 
faid—Atr this time he alone {tood 
inthe gap, and prevailed by his 1n- 
terceſſion to turn away Gods wrath from Iſrael: Herc 
was a work, and this was the fruit of ſecret prayer. 

5. Davidthe man aitcr Gods own heart, was a man 


Plal, xc6.25. 


much $killed in ſecret or cloſet meditations and prayers : | 


Hence {ome of his Plains of Prayer and Praiſe were firlt 
compoſed in Caves, Wildernefles, and ſolitary places, 
Pſal. 142, Title, is Maſchil of David 3 a Prayer when he 

| "RAG 3748 


the reſt muſt worſhip afar off: And 


We 


| 


was inthe Cave. And this is for inftruction to us, (6 
Maſchil ſignifies : Yea he purpoſely compiles the 102. 
Pſal. as a pattern to all that may be in his caſe, that is 
ſolitary, As a Pelican im the Wilderneſs, an. owl in the 
deſart, or a ſparrow alone upon #he houſe top, v, 6,7. Then 
they are to pray as he did, and to pour out their com- 
plaint before the Lord: Yea, upon a declaration of 
Gods covenant , deſigns of mercy to David and his 
houſe 3 the -good man went either into ſome private 
room in his own Houſe, or into the Tent before the 
Ark, and there ſet himſelf, firſt to meditate, then co 
pray 3 for he did both, as that Scripture clearly inti- 
mates, 2 Sam. 7. 17,27. And oh what memorable 
fruits of ſecret Prayer had David frequently ? Surely he 
felt the ſweetneſs of it, both in his ſoul and body, in his 
ſpiritual eſtate, and political affairs : Therefore he com- 
mends it to all, Pſal.4. Commune with your own heart 

en your bed (or in your bed-chamber) and there alſo offer 
the ſacrifices of rightcouſneſs, And put your truft in the 


PRs ver. 4+ 5. 


- 


SECT. V. 


Five more Inſtances produ:ed. 


6. A Nother example from Scripture of the perform- 
ance of this duty of ſecret prayer, is, the fa- 
mous man of God Elijah, who wrought many miracles, 
and was mighty in prayer, for ſo the Apoſtle Fames te- 
ftitics of him, Chap. 5 17, 18. that he could ſhut and 
open Heaven he hed (as it were) got the Key of the 
Clouds,” to open the windows of Heaven, that it might 
rain or not rain, according to his word. But how came 
he by this power? © Why, certainly he had great ac- 
q iaimtance with his God in ſecret, Take one inſtance 
what 


16 Cloſet-P2ayer, 
' what his praGtice was, 1 King- 17+ 19. to ver. 24. It is 
the memorable Hiſtory of railing the Widow womans 
dead Son. It was a great undertaking, : none but God 
could raiſe the dead, God is to be 1mplored by earnelt 
Prayer, no place ſo fit for that great duty as a Cloſet, or 
ſome cloſs Chamber, therefore he being to deal with his 
God in good hard earneſt about this important bufi- 
neſs, faith the Text, He carried him up into a lof;, where 
he abode, and laid him upon his own bcd, and then be cry- 
ed to the Lord, ver. 19, 20, It was not the hrſt time Eli- 
jab had there wreſtled with God 3 it it was his lodging 
'roo0M, it was his praying room: And here God heard 
him, and wrought the miracle : what he did for Elijah, 
he can and will do for us, if he ſce ht : for Elyah was 
no more than a man, and ſubje& to like palhons as we 
arc. 

7. Jeremiah is a remarkable Inſtance;he was a Prophet 
of the Lord, ſanihed from his Mothers womb, yet he 
met with ſo many diſcouragements, that he hath a mind 

tolcave his people 3 and he wiſheth 
EN On for a lodging-place in the Wilder- 
nels, i. e. ſome ſolitary retirergent, that there he might 
take his fill of weeping ; however he reſolves at pre- 
ſent.that wherever he is,he will get retired, and,ſaith he, 
My ſoul hall weep in ſerret places for your pride, Fer. 
13. 17. Yct more punctually, to the buſinels of ſecret 
Prayer, {ce Fer. 15. 17. Saith he, I ſate alone becauſe of 
thy hand- But what did he alone? Did he only pore and 
muſe upon 'the Churches fins and ſufferings? No, he 
had ſomething to ſay to his God, vcr. 18. Why is my pain 
perpetual ? And God then hath ſomething to tay to 
him by way of gracious- anſwer, ver. 19. If then return, 
then will I bring thce again , and thou ſhalt ſtand. before 
me : This 15 the relult ot his ſecret Prayer; a reliauration 
ot him to, and his confirmation in, his office and fun- 
&10n, 


A Chaiſtian Duty; 17. 


ion 3 and to the publick exerciſe thereof; This 15 
worth praying for. 

- 8, Danicl 15. a famous pattern of, the refolute and 
couragious performance of this duty, againſt all oppe- 
fition : Although he might have pleaded); (it ever any) 
There's a Lion-1n the way, -I ſhall be ſlain in the Streets 
or Den, for my work in my Chamber : yct he feared 
nothing, he ventured upon a ſcvcre Law, his Princes 
diſpleaſure, the-lofs of his Preferment, the rage of his 
Competitors, and the Lions hungry «ſtomachs, rather 
than he will omit or intermit his accuſtomed courſe of 
Chamber-worſhipz he will endure the Lions cruelty, 
rather than - negle&t a known duty : Nay, he.is ſo far 
trom- gratitying his proud adverſaries; that he will not 
in the lea(t abate hjs wonted ftrequeney, or vitibility in 
the duty 3 But his windows being open toward Jeruſalem, 
be kneeled upon bis knees three times a day and prayed, 
Dan. 6. 10. But did Daxiet hold out a Flag, - or blow a 
Trumpet, by ſetting open his, windows to: declare to, 
men what he was a going to do ? -Was not this contra- 
ry to the rule in the Text ? Arc we here commanded to 
ſhut our door, and may, Pauxiel open his window ? Is 
not that all. one? Surely that good' man did not open 
his windows. out of hypocriſfic and vain-glory 3 but to 
ſhew-his relolution, courage and-conſtancy, out-daring 
theſe impious impudent commands of men : he did not 
fear to be {ceninow in fo plain a caſe. What ſpirit are 
they of, that will rather give themſelves to the roaring 
Lion, and incur the wrath of the King of Heaven, 
which 1s- more tcrrible than a thouland hungry Lions, 
chan tolemnly periorm this uſctul duty of ſecret Prayers 
Let careleſs ſouls. confider this. 

9. Petcr a farnous Apofile (hall be another inſtance in 
the cale, Ac. 9. 40. When Tabitha or Dorcas lay dead in 
an upper Chambcr, and the Widows ſtood weeping by. 
cx, and he was to xaiſe her, He put them all forth, and 

C kneeled 
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kweeled down and prayed, and turning him 32 the body, 
ſaid, Tabitha ariſe, and ſhe opened her eyes —Sce here, 
another miracle like Elijzh's, upon ſecret Prayer : But 
this was upon an Extraordinary caſe, did Peter uſe to 
pray alone? Yes, turn but to the next Chapter, {&. 
10. 9. Peter went up upon the houfe-top 19 pray, about ths 
ſixth howr ; Which was about noon, anothcr praying 
4 fealonz ccrtainly he miſled rot 
FN Bf= 07- morning and night for ſuch devoti- 
on: He went tothe top ot the fAlit-rooft houſe, which 
was a private place, and equivalent to a Cloſet 3 there 
Peter prayed;and in that prayer he fcll into a trance,antd 
m that trancche had a Viſion concerning the calling 1n of 
| theGenri/esaglorious myſtery and tran- 

m_ _ ſcendent mercy towards us poor Out- 
Eh - 56h caſts, a myſierie which was kept lecret 
co aka ſince the world began, hid fromages & 
generations, this bleſſed mylteric that the Gentiles 
ſhould be feliow-heirs, and of the ſame body, and parta- 
kers of his promiſe in Chriti by the Goſpel 3 yet this 
tranſcendent delign of love was manifctted to a choice 


Apoſtle while he was m the performance of this duty ot 


ſecret Prayer ; This is-very remarkabte, and worth ob» 
ſervation. 

19. -Fhe laſt Inſtance 1s of our bleſſed Saviour, our 
dear Lord ]cfus was very converſant in this Duty: Mark 
1.35. In the morning, riſing up: a great while before day, 
he went out and departed wito- a ſolitary place, and there 
prayed : Our precious Redecmer went about doing good, 
and the day time he uſually ſpent in preaching, confer- 
rivg, healing diſcales, &c. And the night he fpent in 
praycr, meditation, and ſuch other holy exerciſes : he 
had ſcarce time to cat or ſ1.ep for doing his fathers 
work; he ſpent not one moment of tim? unpro #ably 


in a above thirty years : How curly doth he riſe, and. 


- earneſtly doth. he follow bis bulinels for communion 
* with 


A Chailkfan Duty, 
with his Father, and for the work of our redemption ? 
Yea, Link. 6.12. He continued all night in prayer t0 God: 
3. e. ina mountain, in ſecret Prayer, ,_. Vee 

and frequently elfewhere' we ſhall * ddate- U7<-260 

tind him alone, and in this work: - and+ wherefore was 
all this? Was it not principally tor our fakes ? For our 
falvation, and imitation ? Yes certainly, he detigned 
our good in all; he prayed that we might pray, and 
mfr profit of his —_— and p DEN 
purchaſes: Hear we Cyprian ſweet= A verhrn fu 
ly,He taught us to So in words {© & fait ome 
only but deeds  himſelt praying fre- joſe grans frequinions 
quently, and deprecating, and {o de- & deprecans,eh- quid 
monſtrating what we are to do by facere net oportes ex- 


th2 wicnels giving of his own exam- M6 = conteſtati. 
ple: Thus he, | Cyp Pang ck 
Moft Divipes hold the obligatory pow, p. 425, : 


power of Scripture-examples , 1n 
things not forbidden; eſpecially being fo laydable a 
practice, and implycd in other Scriptures, all the former 
Inſtances ſcem cogent Axguments3z but the laſt concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt, hath the torce of a pothtive precepy 
and command. 
But there is few or none that have the face of Chriſti- 
ans, dare deny this to be aduty  butT fear many that 
e750 20 for Chriſtians live in the ordinary neglecQ - 
of it, | 


C3 
m-_- -- 2 
19. ' 


29 , ChoſeþPrayer, 
= ? E£23F4-D, | I. 


be Reaſons to prove that Cloſet-Prayer, 
#5'a.Chriſtian-Duty, 


The firſt Reaſon of the Point. 


” & 'Lithe Reaſons that I ſhall make uſe of at this time 
{fox the proot of this Do&trine,and clearing ſecret 
Prayer to, be a duty, ſhall 'be tetcht out of the Text, 
and they arc thelc. * 


. x 
$44 vv 


"Of The conugniency of privacy. for Prayer. 
4; ma 2. The Relation betwixt God and a Saint : 
P {23+ Gods.; Omnyiſcience, ſeeing in ſecret. 
{At Gods Munificcnce, rewardinge 


\ 
+ % 


5-4 nia grant comeiency there is in pripacy for Preger 
and the good providence oft God, bcltowing upon us 


PrayageRooms which implicitly call us to the performs» 
ange of, that duty., For there is in retixement a great ad» 
Vantage, r.; the managing of any work ot wildom, 
Prog. 18.1. Through defire a man having ſeparated him- 
ſelf, ſeeketh and intermeddleth with all wiſd»m, i. e. He 
that is xeally {tudious of true Piety, will voluntarily fc- 
quelter himſelf to proſecute it. This was anciently the 
well-meaning, deſign of a Monaſtick lite, which fince 
hath been wotully abuſed ; But yet certainly there is a 
yarygtdaQAdvantage 1n (olitarineſs for carrying on a re- 
__ buſinels : Take only two at preſent, which are 
advantages particularly referring, to this duty of Prayer, 
whereunto {ecrccy contributs, b 
I. 984 - 
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1. Self- expoſtnigtions , an#" ſolf-abaſing geſtures and 
expreſſions; when a Chriſtian in Prayer finds his heart 
hard, dead, dull, diſtracted; orany way out of  otder 
hc may in ſecret make a pauſe; and. begin to: commune; 
with his own heart, examine the matter, lament the 


cuſe, chide his untoward heart, and charge his wanton 


ſpirit to keep cloſe to his God in duty : Thus Dad, 
Why art thou caft doven, O my ſoul ? Awake Pſaltery and 
Harp, I my ſelf will awake early :' 'My ſoul wait tha wp- 
on God. Nothing more familiar in the Pfalms than fach 
interciſions and diverſions from the work in hand; to 
raiſe up the heart to an- higher tune in Praycr and 
Praiſes. And this may be of fingular uſe 3 for by ſuch 
heart-reaſonings and debates a Saint may wind up' his 
ſpirit, and get better prepared for the remaming part 
of the exerciſe : Now ſuch a work as this would not 
be ſo ſeaſonabl:and convcni nt;whezn others Joyn i#n the 
duty : So alſo for bodily poſtures ſometimes for an 
evidence of greater humihation, a Chriſtian tirids it re» 

uifite to proſtrate himſelf before! the Lord 7 And uſe 
{uch geftures as would not be ht in the fight of ' others 
therctore Cloſet-Prayer 1s very neceſſary, where a Chri- 
ftzan may uſc his diſcretion as God ſhall direct him, for 
the humbling, quickning, raiſing and melting' of his 
heart before the Lord alone: That's the firft advan- 
tage. 

2. Itis a wonderful help againſt diſtraftion. When we 
are (as it were) out of the noe of the world, we are 
then fitter for attendance upon God : The affairs, di(- 
courſes, troubles, and contufions of a tamily (if within 
hearing) axc a great hindrance to the dutics of Medita- 
rion and Prayer : Experience tcſtifes' this, a maii cat-" 
not ſtudy or caft accounts in a croud or throng of -Peb- 
ple. When.we arc intent upon any buſineſs, how little 
a noiſe diverts us? It may be this was the reaſon why 
that hoſpitable Gentlewoman, in 2 King. 4. 10. would 
3 have 


22 Cloſet-P2ayer,; 
have a Chamber built for her welcom-gueft the Pro- 
phet Eliſha, .yea built upon the wall: tor fhe might 
judge him to be a contemplative man, and though ſhe 
might have lodging-rcoms in her houſe, yet the might 
look upon that at a little diſtance, as more commodious 
for his devotions and meditations, as being out of the 
noiſe of houſhold-bufineſs and hun yings: An ative 
fancy quickly cloſeth with any divertion in our atten- 
dance upon God: Therefore ought we to fiudy to at- 
tend upon the Lord without diſtraction ; When Abra- 
bam went to worſhip in the Mount, he 1cft his ſervants 
below in the valley, leſt they thceuld obtiruct his com- 
m-nion with God ;: When Moſes was to go up unto the 
Lord, though Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the ſcven- 


ty Elders went further than the People, yet the Text | 
faith, They ſhould worſhip afar off ; but, faith God, Mo- - 


ſes alone ſhall come near the Lord, Exod. 24. 1,2. Ob- 
{erve it, when Moſes-had parted with his company, and 
was alone, then he ſhould come near the Lord 3 com- 
mon protefſors worſhip not God at all acccptably, fin- 
ccre Saints worſhipping God with others are compara- 
tively tar off ; but ſouls ina corner or Cloſet are ad- 
mitted' to come near God, and have ſweet intimacy 
'with him, as I ſhall ſhew anon; Yet miſtake me nor, 
nox as tough I preterred ſecret Prayer alone, betore pub- 
lick Prayer with others for as God delights in the 
Joinc-prayers ot his People, ſoa ſoul may cnjoy God in 
communton of Saints, and 1s ordinarily more carryed 
our to God than in private, according to the helps and 
advantagcs he hath with others;yet when the heart is in 
frame," there is uſually more intimacy expreſt betwixt 
God and the Chriliian jn-{ccret, than with others ; Yet 
further,. miſtake rot, not as though ſolitarineſs free'd us 
trom all diftractions : I' we take our kcarts with vs, 
we thall have a principic of djvertion., and need ncither 
ole nor. yiſible okyc&s to hinder us trom God ; Ang 
_ this 
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this thoſe that have magniticd ſolitarineſs moſt, have 


£3 


tound by fad experience, and lett upon record : Take 


an inſtance 3 Cyprian ſpeaking 
ot Chrilts faiting and bcing 
tecemptcd in the Wilderneſs, 
chuling that place for its {ccre- 
cy, becaufe, faich he, Fallings 
are to be obſerved fo as Gold 
alone may be Judge, and in 
{uch contclts as thele we are to 
call on God alone as {pc&tator 
and helper : And (ſhews nota- 
bly the danger ot vain-g/ory, 
and advantages of fecrecy z 
yet adds, Let not a man ima- 
gine he hath elcaped all dan- 
gers, when he comes into a 
Wilderneſs or ſolitary place: 
becauſe he is invaded by the 


tempter, {o muca the more 


difticulty, becauſe more ſub- 
tily, who litting betore the 
doors of the thoughts, fecks 
to (tzangle all the buds of ver- 
tue 1n their very birth, Yet 
the diſentangled foul will 
more frecly rctilt its enemy, 
when the fetters ot impedi- 
ments are wanting, and the 
fight diſcerns no allurements, 
and the conflict is more (c- 
cate whcn particular atfzirs 
pluck not back the comba- 
tant, nor the delights of 1n- 
ticing pleaſures incbriate (or 


Locus ſecretys eligitur, quit 
ſolus Det juditto jeunia ſuut 
egrnda, OO ſingulirem it» 
{peflopim, ad;ntore my; D. um 
tolunt bac baberc cram na, 
neg; in ag3n bug altquibus pee 
riculoſus militater ; —Þr0* 
p-(r bac, Solitudg Carent are 
bitrs, & Eremss. «ffentatce 
Tam ſatellitis vacua, A jtjie 
Banit (brflo i githry- ut non 
Cum carne Of ſanguine, ſed 
cum [piritualibus nequiints di- 
MG tur, £3 amoiis minor um 
occuſiontbus homo cum Diabelg 
colluftetur, &-ſolb pat in pa- 
laſixz Chiiflus & Anthri- 
tas, Spirk: ws > Antiſpirizus: 
Neqz puter bom, ſe evapſſe 
pericid/a CH 178 C1emImmMEVERG » 
rit, qua qaanto ſu. tilins tins 
to dificilins a Textatore inva- 
ditur, qu (07 tatign4m forte 
bus aft ins omnia virtutun 
germina i ipſo 0'tu firangye 
lare molitur ; Cyp. De jejun, 
& 1extat, Chriſet : Prope init. 
Pag. 300, 3ol. Verum libert- 
Is, auima (xaedita obyiat 
Impugnani, no Compedes 
inpedimeats. um difu:rint Of 
«ſp (is brriiamenta non ng- 
veriat; Securiorq; eſt con- 
£:t/[us, ubi rgu'a non velli- 
cant dimicante nee incbriant 
eximun len3cinlg to!upratumy 
Vice plur, 


make drunk) the mind: 


Thushe: Burt this 15 the firft Reaſon, from the advan- 


tages of { 
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SE CT. IL 


The ſecond Reaſon, i, From the relation betwixt God and 
a praying Soul. 


2, Nother Reaſon held forth alſo in the Text, 15 
-& drawn trom that rclation which 1s betwixt 
God anda believing, Soul: thercfore our Saviour bids, 
pray to Thy Father : and this Reaſon hath two parts. 

1. Thc poor Soul can more freely open his heart to 
God mn a Cloſer, 

2. God will morc clcarly maniteft himfelt to the 
Soul in ſecret. 

1. A Soul in ſecret making its addreſſes to God,goes 
to him as a Father : Now, we know children cannot 
be ſo free in their addrefles to their Father, in company 
and before ſtrangers, as when no body is preſent : 
Hence it 1s, that when a child hath any ſpecial bulinels 
to his Father, he takes-him afide, or whilpers to him, 
that none may over-hear him : And oblerve it, Gods 
children have an errand to God that none muli know 
of:: As Ehud (aid to Eglon, Thave a ſceret errand to thee, 
O King, Fudg. 3. 19. So a gracious ſoul may ſay, Oh 
my King, my God, my Father, IT have a ſecret errand to 
zbee, Aluſtto conicls, or mercy. to beg or bleſs thee 
for, thatT would not have cthers to know of : It is 
not fit any ſhould be privy to that which a gracious ſoul 
tells God of: In this cate it may be ſaid, Diſcover a9 
thy ſecret to another, Prov. 25. 9. Two may keep coun- 
{cl, but three cannot : God and a gracious Soul will 
be faithful to cach other, buta third muſt not know of 
thele mattc1s3 nav in this caſe; we may (ay, Keep the 
doors of thy lips from ber that lycth in thy boſom, Mic. 7. 5. 
There are maiy things a Saint telis God ot, that he 
will not acquaint cithes Father, or Wiic, er Friend 

; - with, 
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with, that is as his own foul, but only his heavenly 
Father 3 he opens his bolom freely to him, and tells 
kim his whole heart, beſt and worſt; hides nothing 
from him, becauſe he only knows the heart : And truly 
L have often in this admired the wiſdom of God, that 
hath ſo tar conſulted his peoples credit and modeſty as 
to appoint them place and ways of ſpeaking to him pri- 
vately, deſigning ſecret Prayer for this very end, that 
the ſoul may ſpread its letter ot wants and complamts 
before its Father, and preſent its petition to the Kin 
of Heaven : The Spouſe of Chriſt is modeſt (faith an 
Ancient) and cannot ſo frecly let out her felt to her be- 
loved before others as in a corner : here then comes in 
the uſe and advantage of Cloſct-Prayer, that a Chriſti- 
an may (as Fonathan and David did, unboſom them- 
{elves to cach other alone) open his heart to God where 
no eyes ſce, or cars hear his ſecret groans and tears ; 
But turther, | | 
2. God will morc familiarly communicate himſelf to 
the ſoul in a corner : healſo hath ſomething to whiſper 
in the believers car, that none muſt know ot z and there- 
fore gets it by it felt: a lively. emblem whereot we 
have in Foſephs making himſelf known to his Brethren, 
when his bowels were working, azd 
he could not refrain himſelf, he crycd, wn. 8 
Cauſe every man t0 go out from me. — Then he wept aloud, 
and ſaid, T am Joſeph. And, oh what endearcd recipro- 
cal aftcCtions 6id work in all their breafts towards cach 
other! Juſt rhus, is it betwixt our' Foſeph and his bre- 
thren, Jeſus Chriſt and his members 3 there ſtands none 
with him while Jeſus makes himfelt known unto his 
Brethren : And though at hrk they be (as it were) trou- 
bled at his preſence, yet when he ſpcaks lovingly, -and 
paſſeth by tormer unkindneſſes, and ſaith, Come-near 
unto mel pray you, then they come near, and he ſaith 


This 


26 Cloſet-P2ayer, 
This melts and humbles their rocky hearts, and bcing 
broken, he pours oyl into their troub!ed ſpirits, and 
ſpeaks many '{weet heart-reviving words unto them : 
Then, then the child of God hath moſt ſweet refreſhing 
1n-comes : When God hath allured 
the (oul into the Wilderneſs, he 
mann Pl, 4h hats to = —_ A ers 9: 
yer Antiphr, quaſi to. © (Olitary place, where other peech 
cns a ſermone remo:us. 15 Ot heard, (as the word imports :) 
then ſpeaks God-to the foul when 
men cannot {peak to it: When men arexemote, God 
15 near at hand; yea neareſt to help, 'melt, comfort, 
quicken, when men are furtheft oft: Our Saviour faith 
of himfelt, Foh. 16. 32. You leave me alone, yet I am 
#ot alone, for the Father is with me. q. d. When you go 
away, my Father comes to vilit me with moſt familiar 
endearings, Oh bleſſed exchange! Thus it is often with 
the Saints: when men leave them, or they withdraw 
trom men, they have many times moſt of God : and, 
Is 1t not intinitely better, to have the preſence of God, 
than the company of men ? *Tis worth noting what 
God faith of Abraham, Iſa. 51. 2. Icalled him alone and 
bleſſed him. Matk it, wh:n God had inticed Abraham 
from allhis friends, and got him alone, then he blefleth 
him , and you know what the ble(ling ot Abraham was, 
evena Covenant-blelling z ſuch God ditiributes to his 
Saints when he hath withdrawn them from company 
Abi eppichars carce- into a corner : This is that which 
der, ef, ſolitado pare- made an Ancient protels, that a 
diſus, Hieronym. Town was his priſon, a ſolitary 
place his paradiſe : Cities or nume- 
rous {ocieties draw a veil betwixt God and the foul, 
waich ſolitarineſs withdraws 3 and fo many times be- 
comes moſt {wcet : We often loſe God in a croud of bu- 
fineſs or company, but tind him when alone : Hence a 
cornzr of our houſe may be a lictle corner of Gere, 
an 
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and in our cloſets we may find the ſweeteſt cordials and 
contentment : You know, Friends do moſt familiarly 
injoy one another when others are not preſent, Foyg- 
than ſent away the lad when he | 
would be familiar with his friend 
David: And then they kifled one another, and wept 
one with another, until David exceeded ; Even fo, hus- 
band and wife alone have the ſweeteſt embraces : There 
lyes a reſtraint(as it were)upon God by company,which 
15 taken off in a ſort by folitarineſs. Oh when God finds 
a ſoul alone by it ſelf, having ſet it {elf purpoſely to mcet 
him, then he reveals his love, unvails his face, unlocks 
his bleſſed cheſt , diſtributes*doles of love and grace, 
kiſſes jet with the kiſſes of his mouth, and ſends it not 
away empty, but full of grace and pcaze. Thus that 
word of Solomon 1s verified, Prov. 14. 10. The heart 
knoweth bis own bitterneſs, and a ſtranger intermeddles 
not with bis joy, i-e. No creature on carth 1s privy to 
the ſecret groans or {weeteli folace of a retired Saint : 
That's the ſecond Realon. 
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SECT. It. 
The third Reaſon is drawn, from God ſeeing in ſecret. 


Nother Reaſon is drawn from Gods Omnilcience 

A and Omniprelence, the Text faith, Thy Father ſees 
inſecret : And the {irength or force of this argument 
lyes in theſc four particulars, 

I, God ſccs in ſecret, Therefore he takes notice whe- 
ther thou pray in ſecret yea or no : He looks atter thee 
(as it were) when thou goeſt into fuch a chamber and 
ſolitary place, and faith, That foul hath now an oppor- 
tunity, a convenient place and fit occation, to wait up- 


on mg, and will he not ? Will he be always fo buſie in 
other 
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| 28 .Cloſet-P2ayer , 
other company, that I muft have none of his fellow- 
fhip ? Mult his converſe'be ſo much with men, that he 
can ſpare no time for communion with God : Nay, 
will he go ſo often into ſuch a room to do fach and ſuch 
a buſinc(s, and can he never hind a time to go down up- 
on his knees, and viſit me? Hath he ſo much to do in 
the world, that he hath no leifure to look up to Hea- 
ven? Do his worldly occations fill thruſt out ſpiritual 
meditations ? Will he never ſet himſelf ſolemnly to 
tranfact bctwixt my ſelf and him in Prayer and Medi- 
tation, the moſt important buſineſs of his foul ? Ah 
firs, the Omnipreſent God takes notice of all your mo- 
cions intoand out of your chambers, and expects that 
ſometimes at leaſt your fouls ſhould wait upon him : 
And why ſhould Chriſtians trultrate his expe&ation ? 
2. God ſees in ſecret, Theretore he hath ſcen thy ſe- 
cret fins, and fins in ſecret : Thy cloſfs and Cloſct-wick- 
edneſs is naked and open before the piercing eyes of an 
all-ſceing, God 3 therctore thould thy Cloſet-tears and 
Prayers teltitie thy found and ſaving repentance. For 
this is a rule in practical divinity, that ſorrow for fin 
muſt bear ſome proportion to the nature and circum- 
ances of the fin, both as to degree, and circumſtances 
of time and place. Mznaſſeb humbled himſelf great- 
ly for his great abominations. So for place and manner, 
them that fin openly mutt be rebuked betore all, and 
246 teltihe their repentance before the 
x Tim, $e 20. Church. So, it the tin be private or 
lefs known.the rule in Mat. 18. 15. 16. is to be obſerved 
for private admonition and contetlion : And confequent- 
ly Cctoe fins mult be ſecretly mourned for. When thy 
fins axe known tonone but to God and thine own con- 
ſcience, thou art not bound to difcover them to any 0- 
ther but to. God, in an hearty ſecret repentance, except 
1 ſon few caſes. Here then comes in ſecret prayer and 
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godly ſorrow : Well then, there's none of us without 
our {ecret fins, and God ſecs them all though never 
{o privily committed 3 we may hide fin from men, we 
cannot hide it from the Lord:he ſets our fecret fins inthe 
fight of his countenance, Pſal. go. 8. His eyes are open 
upon all the wayes of man,and who 
knows all the errors of his lite ? Job $4- 21g 22» 
Therefore muſt we get alone aud > ——_ 
enumerate all the fins we know -of, * * 
and defire God to ſhew us what we do not know, and 
with holy Davzd, breath out that devout Petition, Pſal- 
I9. 12. Cleanſe thox me from ſecret faults. 

3+ God ſees in ſecret, Theretore thou doſt not loſe thy 
labour, though men know not where thou art, or what 
thou art a doing, yet thy God takes notice of thee : thojr 
doſt not thy ggod works incognizo 5, though thy groans 
are not ſeen or heard by men, yet they are well known 
to thy God, Pſal.38. 9. Lord, all my defire'is before 
thee: and my groaning i not hid from thee. As jk David 
ſhould ſay, Lord, .I many times withdraw my felf into 
a Cloſet or retired place, and there I open before the 
Lord the ſorrows of my ſoul, .F powr out my beart like 
water before the face of the Lord, Lam. 2. 19. 
Sometimes in the night-watches, or in ſolitary places, 
none knows what. I am doing; no eye ſees, no ear 
hears, my briny trears or bitter out-cryes 3 but the all- 
{ceing God hides not 1:is eyes txom -my tears; ops not 
his cars to my crycs, ,but anows my groans,” yea” my 
very deſires ; Obſcrveir, There is. uqta-hclieving Pray- 
cr: but, it 1s upon the. file, and.on record iw Heaven, 
though offered up by an obſcure perſon & in an obſcure 
placczyca God knoweth the meaning Boak 6, 
ofthis ſpirit in the hearts of hispeople, Ct 9175 
though the troubled Saint cannot tcll whether it be in- 
deed the ſpirit ot God or no : But this know, that (:- 
_cret prayers in a chamber are as well known to God. as 


Open 


zo Clolet-P2ayer, 
opety prayers 1m 2 publick Church ; heart-cjaculations 
are owned by God as well as loudeſt acclamations. God 
took notice of Hezekiah when he turned his face toward 
the wall, and wept, and praygd, and faith God 3 T have 
beard thy Prayer, I have ſcen thy Tears, Iſ2.38.5. Ronny 
men didnot much take notice, God did :- yea more, he 
expreſſeth his approbation and acceptation of thee (a- 
critices in ſecret. But of that, anon. 

4. God ſees in ſecret, Therefore Cloſet-Prayer 1s a fo- 
lemn acknowledgment of Gods omniſcience and omn1- 
preſence: When you pray in a corner you teltthe your 
faith in Gods ubiquity, and look upon him as filling 
Heaven and Earth 3 and this God commands us to bc- 
licye, yea would have us to lye under the ſenſe hereof. 
Hence that vchement expoſtulation, Fer. 23. 24+ Can 
any bide bimſclf in ſceret places, that I ſhall wot ſee bim, 
ſaith the Lord ? Do not T fill Heaven and Earth, ſaith the 
Lord ? Yes, faith the believing foal, I know thou art 
every where no thought can be with-holden from 
thee, therefore I wait on thee here : all's one where I 
am, for whereycr I am I cannot run away from thee 3 
and wherever I atm, I may approach unto thee : Ang 
the Lord is nigh, to broken hearts 
and praying foals; He is not far 
from every one of us, but his ſpecial preſcnce is with 
his Saints in duty. David compoſeth a Plalm of God's 
Immenſity, Pſal. 139. Wherein he ſhews, 1. Gods omni- 
{cience, in the ix nrſt verſes, Thow knoweſt my down-ſit- 
ting and mineup riſing, &c- 2 Gods omnipreſence, ver.7. 
tO wer. 14+ WYbither ſhall Tgo from thy ſpirit? Tf to Hea- 
zen, tbou art there,& c. Darxneſs and light are both alike 
to thee: And, what uſe doth holy David make of this 
Heavenly dodtrine? farcly, if God will be with him 
wherever he is, he is reſolved to be with God, v. 18. 
I ven I awake I am jiil! with thee, 3. c. by ſecret prayer 
and meditation ; when I lye d wa 1 commend my ſoul 
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A Chtiltian Duty, 31 
and body to thee, and when 1 riſe up I meditate of 
thee 3 when I go to fleep F pray, when I awake I am 
with God by holy and precious thoughts. So that F am 
tit with God, all my dayes, in all places, conditions, 
relations, companies, I am ſtil! with my God; and as 
a good man uled to fay, My God and I, are good com- 
pany : This, this is to be thorow-paced 1n. religion 3 
this is Exochs walking with God, a converſation in Hea- 
ven, a tellowſhip with the Father, an emblcm of glory, 
and the (weeteſt, happicſt lite a ſoul 1s capable of in this 
world; and much of this conſiſts mn a converfing with 
God in the duty of ſecret Prayer: And all this flows 
od a due apprehenſion of Gods omnifcience and omni- 
preſence, and this reaſon Cy- ,___. es 
prian renders, why Jelus Chriſt = ; ny, 41 —_— 
here doth prefcxibe our Clo- in abditis &+ ſecretis vel ſe» 
fet-devotions, as moſt a- motis lotis, in eubiculis ipſess 
greeable to our Chriſttan Jr bay cv whe 
-yp L : 
Eat at we may KNOW ſeacem," andire amner» 
y wnere prelent , +;dere, > majeſtatis ſua ple- 
hears all, and pierceth with nitudine in ebdits quoq; & 
the ftulnc(s of his Majeſty in- #*cu/ta penetrare, ficmt Serie 
$ the inmoſt rooms, and hid- —_— oo & 236 _ - 
den places according to the jo 50 eG ON 
Bree : And x-M. this yr I 
15a Doctrine worth cor:hrming by ſuch a practice 3 and 
this is a practice worthy ot fuch a Doctrine : That's 
the third Ren. 
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The laſt Reaſon is drawn from Gods rewarding openly» 


_—- The Text faith, Thy Fa:hcr that ſecth is 
ſecret will reward thee open'y; This Realon is 
drawn 
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drawn from Gods munifcence : Wherein we' have, 
1. The promiſe, that's a reward, 2. The manner of. 
performance openly.; This is a comfortable Circums 
ſtance, *tis worth ſorhething to know that our labour 3s 
not loſt, it ſhall be zewarded, -yea it ſhall be rewarded 
by God, whoſe rewaxds are great like himſelf, yea it 
thall-be rewarded by;thy Father. A Father takes in good 
part 2. little ſervice from an obedient child, and gives 
a great reward tor a little work 3 ,yea Cloſet-Prayer 
ſhall be. openly rewarded. Fhe obſcrvablencis of the 
mercy. inhanceth the rates of it 3 tending more to the 
Chriſtians comfort, example to others, incouragement 
to right worſhippers, and glory to God: All theſe 
things might take up much time, but I ſhall only hint 
what is that open reward that God gives to f{uch as arc 
conſtant in Cloſet-Prayer : That's. thele four wayes. 

I. By returning a viſible anſwer to fecret Prayer 2 
Noneſaw Facobs wreſtling hand to titt (as It were) with 
the Angel z but:all might obſerve 
the loving embraces betwixt that 
| ood man and his hoſtile brother 
Eſau : There was no witneſs of Myfes's intercethon for 
Iſraet in the Mount 3 but all the congregation and the 

whole world, may bear-witneſs of 
' Gods hearing his Prayer, for ſpa- 
ring an offending people : When Elz obſerved Hataa's 
lips move, and heard no voice, he misjudged her to be a 
drunken woman : but the truth 15, ſhe was bufiewith 
her God in earneſt Prayer 3 and though he knew no- 
thirg. of it then, 'yct afterwards he ſaw the effect, 
1 Sant. 1. 13. with ver. 27. For this child T prayed ; and 
the Lord bath given me my petitioa which T ashed of bim : 
C Eece fgnum ) behold a'tign of Is favour! behold an 
evident token that I prayed in truth ! Many a time, yeT 
many a time was I provoked by my ſcoflin g adverſary 
Peninab, and as oucn did I make my moan to my Mean 


Cen, 132, 24. with 
Chap. 33. 4. 


Exod.32. ICo11414: 


venly 
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venly Husband 3 and fee here the fruit of my lincere de- 
votions ina corner.: None ſaw, my Tears, all may.ſee 
my Child ; none heard my crycs jn' Prayer , but, the 
voice of my Samucl may be heard, by all T/rael; He 
ſhall carry the memorial of anſwer to ſecret Prayer in 
his name to the grave: And cannot many a ſoul ſpeak 
the ſame language ? Cannot you ſeal to the fare or like 
| experiment? Carinot ſome of Gods children fay, This 
mercy I got from God in ſuch a Room, Chaimber, os 
Cloſet ? No creature upon earth knew whatI did thete, 
But now all may ſce the happy effc&s of my hard tra- 
vel, I ind that *tis not in vain to ſeek God in private 
| none 74 the meaning of the mercy but my ſelf. 1 
may call it Nzpthali,. for with great "Y 
wreſlings bo wreſtled with my G_ w 5 
God andprevailed, This mercy, bears a double price'to 
all che reſt, for *tis won'by Prayer,” and now may. be 
worn with praiſes and triumphing z fo that a ſoul: may 
{zy, This is my God, I have waited * 
for.him, he will aveme, this is[my 5 +. 

God] Zehowah, I have waited, for him, I will be glad 
and rejoyce in his ſalvation : Lp here he is, I can now 
make my boaſt of myGog. Wicked men axe wont to ay, 
Whereis thy God ? . Now I can anſwer them, Lo this 
| is he that returns ſuch anſwers to my Prayer, that, ap- 
pears ſv gloriouſly for me, This is my God in whomT 
have truſted, oa whom I have called, and he hath an- 
ſwered, Iam not dilappointed : Bleſſed be God, theſe 
appearances are tlte viſible returns of my fecret 
prayers. 

2. God rewards ſecret prayer openly, by diſcrimi- 
nating Providences in a common calamity : God uſual 
ly takes them into the. chambers of” his protetion that 
retired themlelyes into chambzrs of _, *l Y 
devotion; They that enjoy moT_ of q * ny BE 
God, ſhall be beſt ſecured by God: Pſa}.911, He that 

D dwelletb 
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deelleth 3n the ſeerer place of the moſt Kigh, ſhall abide 


"2 _ pnder the ſhadow. of the Almighty: #. e. He that by'faith 


and prayer hath got' moſt intimate communion with 
God, '15 lodged'in the fateſt ſhelter in the day of dan- 
ger ;- And who is Ib likely to enjoy God as that Chri- 
ttian.that waits much” upon God in ſccret ; he gets into 
Gods ſecret place, whos much with God in ſecret pla- 
ces; David put up many a hearty prayer in ſolitary 
caves and how remarkably doth God ſecure him in 
the day of apparent hazard, to the conviion of Saul 
and his Conrtiers? We find the mourners in Sox la- 
menting ſecretly the abomination? committed openly, 
and God ſets an obvious characerupon their forcheads, 
ſeen diſcernably by the deſtroying Angel, and known 
apparantly by the effe&ts thereof to the world in their 
excmption trom the general ſiroak of deſolation, Ezeks 
ID 9. 4, 6,  (ngarraag foul-weeps in fe- 
cret for the pride and prophaneſs of 
Iſraet; and he was ſtrangely ſecured 
inthe day of Tfraels dreadful deftruQtion ; *Tis'very re- 
markable, what's recorded in Gn. 19. 29. God remem- 
bred Abraham 3 and ſent Lot out: of the midſt of the over- 
tbrow : Why, what did Abrahams? The former Cha- 
pter tells us, that Abraham had been with God in Pray- 
er in ſecret, and this was the effte& of it, God will 
ſnatch Lo out of that dreadful burning as a return of 
ſecret Prayer: God takesa time to put a difference be- 
twixt his praying people and others : Faith and Prayer 
are two fect of the ſoul, whereby the righteous run into- 
F4 the Name of the Lord which is 
their ttrong Tower and axe fate; A 


Fer, 13: 37. with 
Chap. 3 9.11, 


Prov. 18: 10; 


foul hid'with God, cannot be hurt by men : If any be - 


fecured in a day of danger, *cis thoſe that are moli 
with God in corner : Floods of great Waters, ſhall nut 
come nigh to praying Saints. Pſal 32. 6.” Hence ſaith Da- 
id, wer. 7+ Thou-art my biding place , thom ſhalt preſerve 


” "me 
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A Chiilſan. Dirty, 5 
me from trouble ; Some way .or other God will atteft 
and teſtihe the integrity of his pray- 
ing lervants 'before the World: 
Thus he dealt in the caſe of Fob :: D; 
God's Children may be long concealed from: the: view 
of men, both as to their perſons and actions; but m 
God's good time he brings them out with honour, as 
he did with Elijah : Sometimes God gives clear demon- 
ſtrations of his tender affeion to his deſpiſed Saints in 
the view of the world : Rev. 3. 9. —T1 will make them 
to come, and worſhip before thy feet, and to know that I have 
Imed thee : This 1s not a religious 24.9 
adoration, but a civil reverence due T1295 KvIeav ond 
to real —_ as an evidence of re- La =_—_ . 
pentance, or ſpecial reſpeR; as dogs: 29/5, #7 feargrarten- 
fawn upon air kein, Sao jt li cv 
themſelves at their feet z As' the careuls beit fair at- 
word imports, Natural conſcience.. biandiwnar, 
lometimes doth homage: to: the + 
image of God in the Saints: However, this is a well 
known truth, that as God hath brought forth wicked 
mens ſecret works of darkne(s, intb/open light, to their 
confuſion in this world : So he hath clearly diſcoyered 
his Saints upright: ſervices in ſecret corners, to their ho- 
nour and fafety. in- the. nick of time : Faddys hearing 
of Alexander's approach to Feraſalem, ſet himlelf to 
pray 3. then put 'on his pricſtly garments-and met- the 
Conqueror, . who fcll down: on his face beſore-him. Paxr- 
menio-askt him, why he adored the 
Jews High-Prieſt;. when as other 
men adored him z Alexander an{wer- 
ed,:E do not adore him, but that: God whom the High= 
Prieſt worſhippeth 3 for in "my ſleep I ſaw himin fuck 
an habit, when Lwas'tn Macedoins a: — But examples of 
chis nature arc frequent everywhere, what ſirange effeRs 
prayer 'hath brought fgxth.,: borhs for defence: to) the 
£2 D 2 Saints 


Sce Pſal. 31-19330z | 
& 91. Is. ' 


See Cladþt' general 
Martyrol, Fol. 5, 
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$2nts, and offence. to-their Enemirs 3 ſo that the clear 
evidence hereof hath wreſted trom many fiout oppoſers, 
that acknowledgment of the Queen of Scots, that ſhe 
feared more the prayers of Fohy Knox,. than an Army 
of ter: thouſand tighting men :' But this is the ſecond 
branch of this laſt reaſon; God openly rewards by ma- 
nifeft-deliverances in time of danger. 


- 
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SECT. - v. 


The third way of rewarding ſecret Prayer, is, In- 
| | creaſe.-of- Grace: 


5-{ Od rewards ſecret Prayer openly by conferring 
JF upon ſecretrwrefitlers more eminent gitts and 
acesof: bis Spirit,-atid: factras ſhall be taken notice of 
y others::They thar are-moſt conſtant in ſecret Prayer, 

ſhall be moſt eminent in open Prayer : Such as with 

Moſes :converſe with God in the Mount, hall have 

ſhining -faces :: Thebeauty of the Lord ſhall be upon 

thein':; When a ſqul hath been with its God in a corner, 
the effetts are ſo 'remarkable , that others ſhall take 
knowledge of him that. hath been: with Jeſus > And 

it muſt 'aecds' be fo; 'for, converling with God 1s of a 

tfahsforrtiing nature,”2 Cor. 3. 18. But .me all with open 

fate bebolting as 3n a'glaſs the glory of tbe Lord, are chan- 
. petinfo the ſame image, ' from ylory to glory, even as by the 

Spirit of. the Lord: 'Gvd's appointments are as glaſſes 

thraugh which we: may fcc the face of God. Now 

there are two forts of glaſſes,: broader and' narrower 3 

the broader'glaſſesare publick Ordinances, and the nary 

xower glaſſes are theſe private Duties » In both: theſe a 

foul may-lcek and- ſee the face of God,: and:fo become 

ike hit; for, ſeeing here'i5 athmilating)s-. as the: Vition 
of God hiercaftcr is::glotitying : Oh-*ris a beaut hying 

TERS p-CS ang 
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met with his God,: oh what a'{weet perfume of: 
_ D 


Sn” wen! . ak 
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and beatifical fight to ſee'God 7 Fuliiels. of grace is the 
beſt thing in glory z peace and joy are but (as it werg) 
the glols'and varniſh of this fulnefs of grace : Now 
the more a ſoul enjoys God, the more God-like and 
Heaven-like he.is, for his graces ſhine brighter, and he 
is ſtill mounting higher: And private or ſecret duties 
are-netable wayes.of communion with God: yea ſome- 
times afoul may miſs of Chriſt in publick Ordinances, 
and find him in fecret 3 fo ſome in- as 
cerpret thae place in Cat.'3. 24. The _ down __ 
Soul had ſought her beloved'in the-bed' of Termple- 
worſhip and publick Ordinances : |. Ih the fireets and 
broad wayes of Synagogues and communion of Saints, 
{till ſhe fonnd not her beloved; rhen'ſhe ſeeks him in 
canferences and occafional meeting with the' watchimmeh, 


but the can yet hear -no tydings of Jefus Chriſt, but, 


Aith ſhe,It was but a little chat I paffed from cthem*biit 
1 found him whom my foul loveth. Obſerve it, this ws 


-not when ſhe was paſt all means in a way of negle& of, 


or being above Ordinances 3 for ſhe was ſeekingzhim 
fill; -which 1mplyes' the uſe” of means, only. ſhe» had. 
pafi'the publick without finding, '4nd now ſhe is in.the 
uſe of private helps, the after-duties of Mgditation 

Selt-examination, ſecret Prayer,” and: therein the = 


finds God ; nat that this refie4s diſparagement ptr (ol 
publick Ordinances , but to fhew that God 1s T tree 
Agent, and to be an'ingagement and imcouragemeht to 
us in-the uſe of al Gods appointments : And. when 
the ſoul thus finds God in a corner, it carries away \ound» 
thing of God that caſts a ſweet pertume upon, his per+ 
ſon\and aRting, that is taken notice of by others; Te 
may befaid ot flich a foul as Iſaac ſpoke of his ſdn "Fa- 
cob; Gen. 27, 27. See, the ſmell of my Son is as the ſmell 
of "a field which the Lord bath bleſſed" So when'a ferious 
Chriſtian comes down from his Cloſet where he 

WE 
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ſeented races 16th he caſt forth? The Cavour of Reli- 

gion is. upon him, ſome breathing odours of holineſs 
$ trom his lips, hands , and feet 3 the power of 
Gelinel doth manifeſt 1 it ſalf i in. his;cxpreſſions, aCti- 
rs converſation ;. Where hath fuch an one been ? Sure- 

ly he bath been converli ing with God 3, there 1s, the 
"Tively.u nd.- infcription of God ,upon him, and 
while th RE frame continues, he is.not like him- 
ſelf; as he excels carnal men at all times, ſonow he ex- 
cels kimſelf:Yea qblerye i it, A ſoul con verſing much with 
God .jnthe duties of Megi itation and ſecret Prayer grows 
taller by head and ſhoulders than other ordinary Chxj- 


fans; As all godly menare more.excellent than their 


neighbours, | ſo a foul that waits much on God in ſecret 
obey, 15. more: EXC cllent than moſt of . his Godly nejgh- 
bojurs;, and it appears {o at preſent by his gifts mn Pray- 
Ing, and may appear in his ſupport and comfcrt in the 
day of. ſuffering ; Oh what a mighty man in Cloſet. 
Prayer, was OG nanons waninhe? 1% what ran = 
Claift jgen red Mar 5 ae 19 NE g0. MNrouUgtt? 

zam Gardzner. Martyr1 in Port al 
a 5 ” TP he t out ſolitary places for. hi 
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ling it- under his fect, and with the 
-Pth Te enorph crew the chalice ; Which a though ic 
ſcarce yarrantable in an ordinary way 3 yet 

een an hergical, ſpirit for the man, obtained by a 
Hhia, | Ly apap attendance upon; Gyd 
a =_ he duty of ſecret Prayer ; Take 


Pens ee, more, ef £ Mr. George Wiſchard [or Wiſt- 
rt. 1-0n 


of che holicft men and choiceſt Reformers 

aud.cver had. One night he gate up and went 

EN IM fy Shere he walked inan Alley.for ſore ſpace, 

Wo __ many, fobs. and. dxgp, groans;. then he 
MA 


ACE We his groaps 'zpgrealeds, hence 


ore e attempted that that- range ad ot publick oppoli- | 
CS Golaery,, by raking the hoſt out of the- Cardi- | 


be Jadge, will fingle out this ſeed of 
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fell upon his face; Two men. watchr' him , and heard 
him weeping and-praying, near an hour, {@ went to bed 
again : As this Saint was much wath God, fo the Loxd 


' was much with him an preaching, propheſying, ain 
bravely, and ſuffering death cheartully, 'Surely the Spe 


rit of God and of glory refted upon this man of God, 


if ever upon any, 'the adverſaties. themſelves: being 


Judges: This is a great truth, they have been moſt 
eminent, that'/have been moſtwith God in ſecretPrayer: 
let Scripture and Hiſtory ſpeak, / time and room 

farl me to enumerate. Who more famous for piety'and 


earning of late yeers, than the great Vſber? It was his 
-uſualpractice to ſequeſter himfelt 1n- 7.426, 


to ſome privacy, and to ſpend itig = NO 


Ari examination, penitantial-hu+ gge, 5.2. 
 miliation', and ardent ſupplication, ink 
+ and this hs found 
the effect, 
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fycet to his foul; and others law 


SECT. 'VI. | 
The laſt reward of ſecret Prayer # at the great Day. 


4+ He laſt and chiefeft reward that our heavenly Fa- 
ther will beſtow 'on thoſe that' have waited on 
God in ſecret Prayer, will be the open acknowledgment 
and acceptance of them at that folemn diy of Judg- 
ment, .when the whote World ſhall be ſummoned before 
the Lord, And every one ſhall recrive the things done ins bis 
Godly, according to what he hath done, whether 3t be prod 
or bad, 2 Cor. 5.10. Then our bleſſed Saviour; who 
ed acob, ati tell 
them they have not ſought his face in van + he will now 
ſokmnly acknowledge them before his Father" ani all 
the toly Angels, as p:rions with'whora he Hath Hadfz- 
D 4 miluap. 


. 140 1 ;Ebet-Mzays 
* 1 miliaracquaintinet in acornerz.Oh the joy and trumph 
un fuch a; publick /acknowledgement;! When our dear 
; Redeemer ſhall ſpeak fuchra;language as this before thoſe 
. myriads of creatures} This or thatſoul (calling. 1t forth 
' with honour ) though.riot taken-notice of in the World 
for, Relagion , eds for worldly (Geatnels, hath | 


- yet! had 'intimate.familiarity with my. {c}6, and I. with 
Jim 3 he hath! performed: many-a (olemn duty which 
- n0pe but an-omniſcienteyc hath (een ;. though he hath 
lived abſcurcly in: the World , and: hath been little 
known.to-<minent Preachers os Profeſſors yet he;and 
: T have been long and well acquainted. I have h his 
company many times in.a corner, and now. I] cannot 
but re ember the kindnels of: his youth and old age, 
' the loye of his eſpoufals when he went after me in foh- 
. © rary places, rather than-want my /preſenge : He hat 
>, 'vaſited:ine in duty, 1and. L have , viſited hig in mercy; : 
Oh what mutual embraces, and reciprocal exchanggs 
of love have there þcen betwixt us! He hath owned | 
me aft Thive oinedthim in the day of adveritty : 
When ever he had any-doybt or want, or fear, or affit- 
nr yoo heard from'him in a'Cloſet 3 he __ = wing; 
eg. meſſenger of a,believing. Prayer to .tne throne © 
grace, _ I took Rs: _ kim I did not deſpiſe 
his perſon, ar deny; his ſuit 3 when; others have-been 
dpoging 2m2y time in. vain, recreations , or darpning 
21K} 


bd pon. wes jos hui. Ws alc _— ab « 


r ſouls. in prophane praQiges, this. xanſomed Be- 
liever when he could; ffeal 2 little time, . run into a cor- 
ner, and, there did make his moan to me z and then I 
ave ig fomething worth his pains, I ſent him away 
with a ghearful heart and thanktul tongue :, And now 
take notice, all ye Angels and Men, I declare that I ac- " 
cept;this Soul's labour. of love, and .paxdon all its 1n- 
perfections, 8 ſet him in my immediate preſence in eter- 
nal manſions : He that ſeparated himſelttrom the world, 
ſhal-now.be ſeparatsd trom the goats, and be fet,pn 

LET ; mf IM 5 / "ad : 6 at. - \ my 
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A Chaifftgn-Ttthy. 42 
my right hand 3 he that longed ſo much to enjoy me, 
ſhall everlaſtingly enjoy me, without ceſſation, or ins 
terruption : Oh bleſſed day'! Oh tranſcendent reward ! 


Is not this a rewarding openly 2 1 Gy How do you 
Bon. a p yg Soul? 
e 


know that Jeſus G 
I reply, though we know not the form of words he 


- 


ſpent their time in, corners, both Yong, and with, the] 
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X; F Cleſer-Praperbe a Chriſtian Daty, then it ſhews 
us, that in Golpel-times God ftands not preciſely 

ap Plcs his holy. Incenſe may aſcend to Heaven 
tance upÞn'the /golden Altar (the 


ri and mediation of Jeſus Chrift)as welt in a private | 


"Chamber as a publick Church. Some*have ſcornfully 


on. © | vip devotions, by the derogating title of | 
mney-Prayers ant think to confine all religion to | 


Wor acts; yes great Scholat ſaid 'once, God.heard 
Þ in a cO pocrarel place [Non quiz jr” $a, ſed quia 
riot becaul © men pray, byt'beca they pray there, 
w. 1" 35 thoughtht <ohiceited bolnck of 
Aulewic- eft, nK the place added ome vertut 'to the 
Siedlera. Holyia " Prayer, or rendred it more accgpta- 
orig. Temp. lib. 4.62.6, Þ16.10:God. "This is worſe than plain 
; "Fudaiſm, ro tye Religion toplaces : 
The true Goſpelized Chriſtian hath otherwiſe learned 
Chrift, *Tis true, in the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, 
after the erecting of the Temple, Prayer was to be made 
at it, or towards it, as it typified Chriſt, by whom our 
Prayers are accepted : But that holineſs being ceremo+ 
- nial, *tis now aboliſhed by the Goſpel: Now that takes 
place, i in Fob 4. 21. Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 


worſhip 


| 
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when ye ſhall neither 3 this Mountain, nor at Jeruſalem, | 


m  _ _ 


I Chaiſtian\ Duty. 43 
worſhip the Father, i.e. God pow doth not o.mych 
ſtand upon. the, place,; as the manner of worſhip, ghae- 
they . worſhip in ſpirit aud truth, ver. 23+ 24- Now'ls the 
prophecy. accompliſhed, Mah: 1.11. I# everyplaet, Iy- 
cenſe ſhall be offered to my Names Which the Apoſtle alſo 
allerts expreily, L Tims. 2+ 8. - Much hath been ſaid in 
controvertic concerning the holinels of places z- but this 
ſeems to be an undeniable argument againk thax Con- 
ceit, that if ſome places be holy by the Churches con- 
{ecration of them.to holy uſes, then it followerh, that 
other places not ſo conſecrated, howbeit applycd to.the 
fame .holy uſe, : are mare prophang, and1 apt;t9 diyane 


- worſhiprhan places conſecrated; which would diettly 


contradict the 'Scxiptures: laſt men- mY 
tioned, Indeed Hooker teacheth that | meets ? ami g 
the ſervice of God,in places not fan 


ified, as Churches are, hath-not in it (Elf ſuch per- 
fcion of grace, and comelineſs, 1as when the gignity 
of the place (which. it wiſheth, tot) doth concury:'and 
that. the very, Majeſty and bolinets of the-plice where 
.Gad 1s woes. bettereth even our holicſt and befi 
adþions; Thus he; To whom. we uh on 
dare not ſubſcribe; but rathes ay or 4a with : Harp 
with, Dr. Fobn Reinolds, that tO uS: \nivic +. pas! or 
ae Landis ſirange; no pry " oof 
ground unholy : Every-cogft 45 Fewry, every. town Fe- 
ruſalem, and every houſe, Zion and every faithful 
company, yea every faithfiit body, a Temple to ferve 
in. py 4* 1 T2 

But I ſhall not undertake a diſpute upon this ſubjed : 
The duty of the Text clears-.ity 'If Gai command and 
accept Cloſet-Prayer , then he doth not make {o great 
a matter of the place for thisduty-as ome imaging, fince 
1t cannot be--jmagined that. Claſet-Prayer cary be per- 
tortned ordinarily, in a conſecrated place (asthey xallit;) 
and there bcing no: ſuch place, where a duty can be per- 
w_ 6 | formed, 
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fornied, to which God hath more exprefly promiſed a 
reward, "than what is performed in a Corner or Clofec, 
andthereforewe haye no warrant to expect. acceptance 
trkerly upon the account. of one plgce' more than'an- 
* Indeed, there is a common practice of ſome perſons, 
which is, to perform their private Gevotions jn publick 
places.” For you ſhall fee ſome at their entrance into a 
Church" or Chappel, whatever puiblick ' worſhip i in 
hand, fall down apon their knees, or pit their hats or 
hands before their faces,- and fo fall to Prayer. [I will 
not call'this the ſacrifice of fools,-*but I- judge it very 
'\unſeaſonable : for we ſhould joyn' with 1Gods'people in 
the -publick Ordinances , and prefer them betore an 
thing that we can then undertake: The —_— of 5 

- ,. Practice Was, 2 conceit that the 
oy Peſo Domus place was more holy than their own 
ye, ut @ conventy i- houſes 3, and that their Prayer; (hall 
deatw:  Chryſoſt. be heard there rather than at home: 
Ho. 13.927 is P/- *Tis too fad a fign they had' not 
i. 2007 prayed betore they came thither; I 
am ſure, it favours rankly of a Phariſaical ſpirit, for 
this is the fault our Saviour here re&ihes, which was 
their priyate praying in publick places; and in oppoſi- 
tion thereunto directs bis Diſciples' to the duty of the 
Text, which is to pray in their Cloſets. - | 
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$SECT.IL. 
The Nature of Prayer. 


2. JE may hence be informed concerning the na- 

4V. Y---rure, uſefulneſs, excellency, and ethcacy of 
theiducy-of Prayer: I ſpeak not now of Prayer in ge 
neral;' bar ip reterence to Cloſet-Prayes, Anon that 
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A Chiiſfian Duty, ay 
account there are two ConfeCtaries hence, concerning 
Prayer. | | ; : 
« It follows, that Prayer is an immediate worſhip of 
God : For what hath been faid, ſhews that we havets 
do immediately with God, yea that a'man aloneſingly 
hath to do with God: therein it's different from 0- 
ther parts of Gods inſtituted worſhip, which doth'ne- 
ceſſarily require*company 3 as m mg of the 
Word, there muft he heaters 3 in the feals of the Coye- 
nant, as n Baptiſm and the Lords-Supper, there muſt 
be a ſociety,: fiich anumber as may be called a Church ; 
Hence the latter is called-a Commi- = | 
nion, ' becauſe faith the Apoſtle, #/e 3 7.10: 16517, 
being many are one bread,” and one body: But it is not ab» 
ſolutely or effentially requiſite to Prayer, that there be a 
ſociety one man or. woman, by him or her (elf alone, 
may perform this duty of Prayer as:acceptably to God, 
aSit in the company of: a thouſand Saints : We den 
not the pubiick or private Meetings 'of Gods people for 
Prayer y but withal- affirm, that the nature of the duty 
is ſuch, that it may be performed ſolitary and alone : 
Hence : Schoolmen diſtinguiſh of | I200 ; 
Prayer, that it either { Commanis 77; 27 *© 4 538 
or Singularis| Common or Singu-  * 
hr :' Both havetherr place and ule : Though they. lay 
great ſtreſs upon Chriſts promiſe, in-Mat. 18. 20. / pro+ 
miſmg to be whese two or three are met in his Name 3 
which as we deny not, {o we affert the force of this 
Prayer of a ſingle perſon according to.the Text ;: We 
give both their duc, without compariſons. ” 

2, Prayer cannot be ſtopt in its. aſcent to God : AU 
the perſecutors on earth, cannot hinder a ſoul's praying» 
Tins is demonſtrated two wayes : 1- A Child of God 
banifht out of all human ſociety may pray ſtill, Suppoſe 
a' ian were rejected by men, and <jectcd -out of all 
companies of men, and were hut up 18 the Cloleft Pre 

{on, 


ſon, or ſhut out in the remoteſt :Wilderneſs 3 tuppoſe 
a man were in the Caves and Dens of the Earth; yet 
ſtilthemight prayand be heard, according to Solamox's 
Prayer, that, If Gods People were carried captive into 
the Land of their Enemies, far or near, yet it they rc- 
psated and.prayed unto God towards their Land, and 
that:Houſe of God 3: then he begs that God would-hear 
them s and God teſtifies that he did hear this Prayer of 
Solomen, 1 King. 8. 46,48. with chap. 9. 3- The paſſage 
to Heaven is as near and open from one part of the earch 
as another : therefore David faith he will cry to God from 
the end of the Earth, Pſal. 61.2. A natable inſtance fox 
this we have in Foxahi:, he was got into the bottom of 
the Sea - (as far trot Heaven locally as one. could inia- 
ginc) into a great Fiſhes belly, which he calls the very 
belly.of Hell ; and as he was then far from men, fo 
he looks upon himſelf as caft out of the ſight of God, 
and he pathetically expreſſeth his miſery and hopeleſs 
tate; What doth he in this doletul plight ? Why he 
will look towards Gods holy Temple, Alas poor- Fonah 
knew-not now which way the Temple ſtood, he had 
but a ſhort proſpe& in-that dark and narrow Priſon 
yes, faith can {ct Foxah upon one of the Mountains of 
Tſrael, that thence he may fee as far as Mount Zion, and 
reach-:as high as Heaven he prayes, yea cryes 3 God 
hears, and delivers-: as low as he was he knocks at Hea- 
ven gates, and his-Praycr doth picrce the Clouds, 1t 
makes bold, and tteps in, My prayer, faith he, came i 
unto thee, into thine holy Temple, Fonah 2. 2,7. Oh the 
ſtrange and {witt motion ot a believing Prayer.! Let 
ene praying ſoul be where it will, the Prayer will come 
£O God's car, and gct an anſwer, SIE 

2. A Child of God that cannot ſpeak a word; 'may 
put wp an acceptable Prayer : ſappoſc the tongue which 
15 the organ of ſpeech, wer? cut out,- yet a Saint cannot 
thereby- be obſtructed-in his acceſs ro God by Prayer. 
For, 


A Chziſiian Puly, 
For,as Ameſius ſaith, | Oratio formaliter eft atins volun- 
2atis ] Prayer is formally the a& of the Will; defire is 
the ſoul ot Prayer which God may hear, though it be 
not expreſſed, tor he knows the -heatt, Pſzt.10.17. Loyd 
thou haſt heard the defire of the bumble: A Saints defire 
isa real Prayer 3 if the deſire be right, words-are bat 
the outward garb, habit, or cloaths (as I may foſayYot 
Prayer, the carcaſs or ſhell of the duty, ardent defies 
are the life, kernel, marrow of the bony + 
performance: Hence we find that Eavd, Boe F5e 
Moſes, Hannah, and Nehemiah, axe Neb. IE z- 
faid to pray, when Scripture doth Y 
not expreſs a word they ſpeak, nor is it probable they 
did make an articulate ſound : I ſpeak not this toin- 
dulge carnal men in their lazy-con« | 
ceited cjaculations, as though they on _— ſe- 
could pray well enough, and never 7, " rage ative, 
ſpeak 3 or while they are working,  Luth, 4 
walking, talking: Let me hint a 
word by the way to theſe, Conlider,ſilly foul, God hath 
given thee a body, and thou muſt offer it to God as a 
reaſonable ſacritice; thou art bound in conſcience to 
pray and praiſe God with thy tongue, which is thy 
glory 3 yea lt metell thee, if thou haſt thoſe members 
of body, and an opportunity to pray thus ſolemnly 
with thy tongue upon thy knees, and doſt never doit, 
F queſtion whether thou prayeſt at all-or no, fince thon 
liveſt in the apparent negled& of a known duty : What 
I ſpeak of the Satnts real (though ſometimes without 
vocal) Prayers is to commend the duty, end comfort 
thole Saints that may be put to theſe exigencies, that 


though they cannot ſpeak, yet they may pray,” and be 
heard and an{(wered.- os 


KY 
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786+ SECT, (\nf-'- 
Shewing the Power of Prayer. 


[| Might from hence take occaſion * to difcover the 
ſtrength and efficacy bf this duty of Prayer, from 
the eonfideration of Cloſet-Prayer : though but a poor 
ſingle perſon get upon his knees in 4 Corner, and have 
no creature to help him, yet he can'even undertake to 
grapple with the omnipotent and eternal God, yea by 
his ſtrength may have power with God, as we heard 
of' Facob , who by ſingle wreſtling with him (hand to 
fiſt as it were) wreſtled a bleffing trom him: One poor 
fingle Elijah could fiand againſt at 
| leaft four hundred Prophets of Bal, 
and prevail, having recourſe to the living God by 
Prayer, yea the Apoſtle tells us, that this Elijah,though 
but a mortal man, 'yet he ſhut up and opened Heaven, 
that It rained, and rained not, according to his Prayer 3 
hence he infers an univerſal Maxim, that the eftcCtual 
fervent Prayer of a righteous man avails much3 and 
illaftrates it by that notable inſtance, James 5.16,17,18. 
But ſome may objec, Elijab was a great Prophet, an 
extraordinary perfon 3 he might prevail when we can- 
not : he anſwers, He was ho more than a man, « May 
JubjeF t0' like paſſions as we are, a (inful creature 3 he 
prevaikd not for any. merits of his own, but through 
tairh inthe Mediator of the Covenant, and ſo may we. 
There's not the meaneſt Child of God but hath the 
ſfame'plea: God hath ſtrength e- 
nongh to give, {faith ons; but he hath 
| no firength to deny. Here the Al- 
mighty himſelf (with reveretice be it ſpoken) is weak : 
even A child, the weakeſt in grace of his family, that 
can bht ay, Father, isablz to oyercom? him, for Priyer 


x King. 18. 36, 


Mr. Gurn4l on, Eph, 
6. 10. Þ. 43% * 
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151na ſort omnipotent ; 1t can con ,,. . .. . ... 
quer the invincible Fehovah, and range on : 
bind the hands (as it were) of an | 
omnipotent God, ſo that God is fain to cry out to 
wreſtling Moſes, Let me alone: "Tis faid of Luther 3 
That man could do with God even what he woulds 
Prayer hath a kind of commandmg compulſive powers: 
That'sa ſtrange Text, Iſa. 45. 11. — Ask, me of things 
zo come concerning my Sons, and concerning the work, of 
my hands command ye me : So ſome take it 3 ye ſhall 
iind me as ready to do you ſervice, as if ye had me at 
command : yet this mult be warily received , not as 
though God were forced to any thing againſt his will, 
but when Gods people pray aright in the name of Chriſt 
according to his will, he heareth b 
them and this he attributes to Pray- * you. $o ſe 
cr, tor the credit of that duty and incouragement of 
praying fouls : That's a notable Text to ſhew the rea- 
dineſs of God toanſwer Prayer, Foh. 16. 26,27. — ZE 
fay n#t unto you, that T will pray the Father for you, for 
the father bimſelf loveth yo. — Chrilt in this place 
doth not ſimply deny, that he will intercede for them 5 
but ſhews how ready God is of his own accord to grant 
the Saints petitions : They ſhall not be put to any great 
trouble about - it, but ſhall be quickly diſpatcht in their 
errand to the Throne of . ::: rene emdfes 
Grace: For as * Luther ſpeaks, Pei foes CNS 
a poor groan 1n the ears of ita celum & terram replet, ut 
God 1s a mighty noiſe, and preter eum Dems nibil audiat, 
doth {0 ill Heaven and earth, pms. 2 bernie > 1-4 
taat God can hear nothing nx 
belides it , and filenceth all "_ 
other tumults to hearken to it. * , 


Of what an eafic quick azceſs 
My bleſſed Lord, art thou ? how ſuddenly 
| E May 


L 
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t 


May onr requeſts thy ear invade ! 
To ſhew that State diſlihes not caſineſs : 
If T but lift mine eyes my ſuit is made: 
Thou canſt no more nit hear, than thou canſt dye ; 


Sec more in Herbcrts Poems, Pg 95+ 
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SECT, IV. 


Shewing the property of a true Chriſtian. 


Nce more 1 might ſhew the duty and property of a 
fanccre Chriſtian, that can make this excellent uſe 
of folitarineſs: Carnal pcrfons love not to be alone, 
exccpt:they be ſuch whoſe conſtitution inclines them to 


- Mclancholy, and then they fit poring on things without 
profit 3 *tis only the gracious ſoul that can tell how to 
-makethe right uſe of ſolitarincſs by having recourſe to 
God : No man cares for being alone but the lerious per- 


fon; and no man cares for going to God when alone, 


but the ſincere Chriſtian : Man is a {octable creature, 


and naturally we have no rhind to entertain our ſclves 
by our ſelves; A carnal heart hates a domeſtical audit, 


mmcn that. have ſhrewiſh wives love not to be at home, 


and perſons that have guilty conſcicnces cannot cndure 
to hold diſcourſe with them, lett they be tormented bc- 
tore the time : Oh but a Chriſtian that 1s upright, and 
down-right, would know all that concerns his own 
heart; the bclt and worlt 3 theretorc he communes with 
p* his own heart, as David did; and 
al. 79, 6: h yr "I" 8 oP 

left he miſs or miſtake in his ſearch, 
he turns him to the heart-ſcarching God by Prayer, and 
Cryes out to him to ſearck his heart and diſcover him to 
himſelf ; The life of Religion conſiſts in a fouls com- 


miunion with God in f{ccret 3 a man hath ſo much Re- 
YN hgion 


Ry 
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figton 2s he hath betwixt God and his own Soul, and no 
| more ; A true Saint darcs approve his heart to God in 
| a Corner : He 1s thcre cxerciting himfelt, like a Soul- 
dierby himſclt handling his Pike, and keeping his po- 
ſtures, that he may be btter titted tor a more ſolemn on- 
{ct : Yea aChriltian doth purpoſely withdraw himſelf 
from company that he may convcrle with God : Papiſts 
are true Chrittians Apcs ; hence comes the ſolitary lite 
ot Monks; pretending to imitate Eliah, and Eliſha, 
Jobs Baptiſt and the Apsſtles : but *tis acknowledged by 
Hierom, and great ſticklers for a monaſtick lite, that. this 
practice begun not till about the ycar 260, or Zoo. Some 
{ay Hilarion, others Paulus Thebe us, others Antonius, be- 
gun this manner of converſation : But certainly there 
1s a vaſt difference betwixt thoſe ancient Chriſtians ſoli+, 
tary lite, and the Papiſts way of Monaſtick living, 
7. Thoſe firſt Chrittians lived ſolitary of necethity that 
\ 4. they mightlyc hidmore ſafely in a time of perfecution : 


> | 2. They were not compelled to give all to the poor; 

- | 3+ They _ not bound to a certain Rule, nor did they 

; mgage th2mfclves by a perpetual 

: Vow fo that place aid " lg but 71d. Perk, Demontir. 

Bs chanee hots iis ot problem. Monath, p, 

mig ange their manner 23, 330. 

s if they faw good; they were not 

3 bound as to meats, marriage, fafting 3 4. Theſe ancient 

(s Monks were of the Laity, not of the Clergy, nay not fo 

much as Dezcons, or Precbytcrs £ 5. They had no conceit 

d of merit 1n a Monattick lite, till theſe latter ages: I 
- #1 Seam: Pao 3,7 

d work, as the Mynbs of Bangor that 

1, lived by the fwear of their brows z and, 7. They were 

jd not tycd up from converting abroad as there was oeca- 

(0 ſion 3, and cccaſions: thre are manifold ; *T13 not fit 

0 | perſons fhould be always coopt up in a Corner, but'that 

c- | they be cf vte to others in their places and capacirtes ; 
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We were not born for our ſelves, nor, muſt we live on- 
ly within our {clves, which would contradict the Law 
Vita ſolitaria communi infe- of Love and Charity : A con- 
rler eft ; quia importimis c0- ftant folitarineſs expoſeth 
gitationibus pleng, que ane perſons to a world of tem- 
quam muſce minutiſſiime de ptations, it 15 not good to be 
tmp ſurgentes, yolent mock 2)one faith Solomon. An an- 
27 mute Nd: tow Hin. cient could ſpeak it from his 
narenfs Epft. 258, Videſs OWN EXPETICNCE, that a ſoli- 
plura in Perk. 145: ſupra, de- tary Nife 15 inferiour to 2a com- 
mauſtret. . Monaftcria wete= mon converfing, becaule 'tis 
une pniman [iv fall of importante copia 
res [dacentins & diſten. 215, which like little flycs 
ay ariling frem dung, tly 1n the 

Fi cycs of the heart, and in- 
terrupt the Sabbath of the mind: Thus he, 

_ ButI necd not trouble you with the mention of Po- 
iſh Fopperies. A right-bred Chriſtian, that hath learn- 
ed the truth as It 1s 1n Jeſus, being thruſt intoa Corner, 
knows how to improve folitarineſs tor foul-advantage 
and voluntarily doth withdraw himſclt into a Corner, 
that he may fct himſelf to the work. of God in good 
earneſt : Hence faith che Apofile, concerning Husband 
and Wite, 1 Cor. 7. 5. Defrand ye not one the other, except 
1t*be- with conſeut for a time, that you may give your ſelves 
to faſting and prayer : — Thence note, that it's con- 
vznicht tometimes for Chriſtians to ſequeſter them- 

ſelves from neareſt Relations, that 
they may. have freer communion 
with God in holy Duties : Only let thele tour cautions 
and limitations of the Text be obſerved, 1, That 1t 
be with mutual conſent, 2. But for a Scaſon, 3. The 
end, an advantage for Faſting and Prayer, 4+ .That 
they come together again : This reſpeRs not every days 
ordinary pertcrmances 3 but ſome {olemn undertakings 


of ſtated and extraordinary Faſts in a day of danger or 
| calamity 3 


Vide Pajeun 3% loc. 


- 
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ealamity 3 at which time, the Bridegroom is to go forth of 
his Chamber, and the Bride ont of her Cloſet, Foel 2, 16, 
z. e. to ſequeſter themſelves from conjugal delights, to 
afflid their ſouls by Faſting and Prayer : But in theſe 
caſes, a ſound Chriſtian's due diſcretion regulated by 
the general rules laid down in Scripture, will help in 
ſuch performances, that he may not dafh on cithesx 
xock, of Superſtition or Negligence 3 but maintain a 
cloſs and conſtant communion with God, both in the 
duties of his general and particular calling in publick 
Ordinances, and in private and ſecrer duties, 
Thus much for the tirtt Uſe, 


CHAP. IV. 


The Seeond Uſe, viz. of Reprehenſton. 
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SECT. I. 
Wicked men reproved. 


I.E JEre isjuſt ground of ſharp rebuke to all grace= 
leſs, prayerleſs perſons, who underſtand nc= 

thing of this duty z they know not what it is to tug 
and ſtruggle with the Lord in Cloſet-Prayer, David 
ſaith, The wicked through the pride of his countenance will 
not ſeek after God, God is not in all bis thoughts, Pſal. 
19, 4. He cannot pray aright any where, much lets in 
ſecret : the ſame Plalm tells us what he doth in ſecret, 
ver. 8,9, 10. 11 the ſecret places doth be murder the inxo- 
cent, bis eyes are privily ſet againft the poor ; The Apolile 
- _E 3 . laith, | 


54 Cloſet-Pzayer, 
- Taith, I: is a ſhame even to ſpeak, of thoſe things that are 
done of them in ſecrct, Epb. 5.12. Oh the abominable 
practices of prophane fpirits in a corner ! Their con- 
ſciences can tell. them fad ftories of ſecret fins, which 
none but the God of Heaven and themſelves know of, 
yea becauſe they ſeenot God, they think God ſees not 
them; like the ſilly bixd, becauſe ſhe thruſts her head 
into a buſh, thinks ſhe is hid from the Fowler, though 
* her body be expoſed to open view 3 carnal mens Maxim 
is like that Monkiſh one, [ Cante fi 0 Caſte, ] Carry it 
warily, it not chaſily, if they can hide their 4m from 
men, they take no notice whether God ſee them or no 3 
and, from wiſhing that he did not ſee, begin to ſuſpect 
whether he do ce. or no; and at laſt arrive to thoſe 
mens arrogant demand, Who fſecth us? Or that pofy- 
tive concluiion, Pſ7l. 97. 4. The Lord ſhall not ſee, nei- 
ther ſhall the God of Jacob rcoard. But what faith the 
Pſalmiſft to thefe brutiſh Sorts © He that planted the 
ear, ſhall be aot hear ? He that formed- the cye, ſpalb be uot 
ſee, ver. 9. Let theſe Atheifts know that -God fees, and 
ſets down all their ſecret wickedneſs, and will bring 1t 
forth betore Angels and Men at the great day of reckon- 
ing: The {in of Fadah is written 
with a pen of Iron, and with a point 
of a Diamond, it can never be razzd out but by the 
blood of Chriſt ; and though, by multiplycd acts of 
notorious finning, ſome raay blur the engrayings of 
4in on the table ot their heart, yet it ſhall be as writing 
with the juice of Lemmons, being held to the fire gt 
Gods wrath, *tis as legible to the conſcience as the firfi 
moment when the fin was committed : Oh the fecret 
wickednefles that wicked men have to reckon tor ! But 
where are the ſccrctPraycrs?Alis,how rarcly or how ftor- 
mally do they wait on God alone * Cuſtom, yain glory, 
and carnal intercti may put them on joyning in publick 
Prayer, or Family-duty 3 but they are ſtrangers: to this 
4 I, by. ſpiritual 


Jer, 15-1» 
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ſpiritual (elf-denying duty of Cloſet-Prayer : The car- 
nal hypocrite cxpoſeth al to open view 3 he is like an 
houſe with a beautiful Frontiſpicce , but every room 
within is dark, as one faith; heis a rotten Polt fairly 
guilded : he hath drefſed himſelf in the garb of Reli- 
gion, and will be as devout as the beſt in Temple-wor- 
{hip but follow him to his Cloſct, he cannot afford 
God one hour in a week 3 he doth not make conſcience 
of ſecret Prayer : this gains him no credit with men, 
and thercfore is little uſed. This (rightly performed) o- 
pens the heart to God, which the unſound proteſſor 
darenot do : I hall ſhew hereafter, whether the Hypo- 
crite may uſe Cloſet-Prayer, and whercin he 15 diftin- 
guiſht from a ſincere ſoul in that duty : At preſent Tam 
reproving thoſe that never uſe it, that look upon it as 
below them 3 they either dare not be alone, or ſcorn to 
ſtoop ſo low, and figh out their hearts to God 1n a cor- 
ner, as though they would not be beholding to the great 
Godfor any mercy 3 but in their hearts and practice 
{peak the language of thoſe proud Atheiſts in Fer. 2,31. 
IVe are Lords, we will come no more unto thee? But let 
{ach know they ſhall dye like Men, and be damn'd like 
Devils that imagine they are gods, and will not bebe- 
holding to our God for mercy : Lord have mercy on 
theſe poor prayerleſs ſinners, that underitand not -the 
necellity and myliery of Cloſct-Praycr, but look upon 
it as needlc(s, and are ready to fay, Its more ado than 
nceds : but let theſe prepare to make good that deſpe- 
rate aſſertion at the Bar of Gods juttice with flames a- 
bout their cars, and let ſuch know that God will anſwer 
their cavils againſt plain duty, after anothexg manner 
than his Minitters can do now. To which dreadful Judg- 
ment, we lave them, cxcept prevented by a ſpeedy and 
tincere Repentance, 4 


E 4 SECT. 
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SECT. IL 
The Godly reproved. 


Ut the perſons to be principally reproved at preſent, 
are the protcſiors of Religion, that acknowledge 
this to bea duty, but gricvouſly neglett it. I fear, God's 
Children are not ſo conltant and conſcientious in the 
performance of this duty of Cloſet-Prayer as they 
ought to be. Are not good Souls guilty of frequent 
omitlions, intermitlions, at leaſt negligent performance 
of this duty ? It was one of old Mr. Ded's Inttructions, 


B 


. that at night we ſhould ask our ſelves, Have I twice 


Who goes to bed and doth not pray, oy cy _ har 


Maketh two nights co every day, 
- ava. vate? And again, How 


Herbeit. 
did I pray, in Faith and 
Love? Iam atraid, many of us ſhould give but a ſorry 
account of theſe ſerious -inquiries. Let's be aſhamed, 
Hay it to our hearts, and give God glory by repentance 
and reformation. 

For the humbling of our hearts in this caſe, let me 
propound theſe ten awakning Interrogatorics, that we 
may mourn for our. neglect of this duty of Cloſct- 
Prayer. 

x. Are you not very unlike Jeſus Chriſt ? Is not he 
the perte& copy that we ſhould write atter ? And do 
we not. find him often in private Prayer? We mect 
with him 1n this ſolitary duty ſomc- 
times in the day, fomctimes in the 
night , ſometimes all night; in a 
Garden, in a Mountain , he took all opportunities to 
go tohis Father; A!l the dayes of bis fliſb be offered up 
Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong crying and tears, 
Heb, 5- 7. As he was a man of ſorrows, ſo he was a 

nan 


Luk; 6. x2, 
Mart, 26. 36, 
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man of Prayers, and the ſharper his ſorrows, the 
ſironger his cryes, Lk. 22. 44. Being in an Agony, be 
prayed more earneſtly: And was not this for our exam- 
ple? And for our advantage ? Should we not learn of 
him ? Nay, doth not our very Chrifitanity confiſt m 
our conformity to Chriſt ? Alas, how unlike him are 
moſt of us ? Shall we paſs for Chriſtians, that follow 
not his ſteps? Was it not bleſſed Pazd's ftudy, and am- 
bition to be conformed to this bleſſed Pattern ? Can we 
1mitatea better perſon? Was 1t neceffary, Chrift ſhould 
wreltle for us, and is it not as neceflary we ſhould wre- 
. file with God for our own ſouls? Or, doth Chrilts pray+ 
ing tor us excuſe our pleading tor our {elves ? No no, 
as it was for our example and benefit in the days of his 
fleſh, fo his preſent intercethion in Heaven doth both 
imply and incourage our praying : tor we are toask in 
his name, and imploy our dear Advocate, that we may 
ſpeed: And ſhall not we (as it were) ſet him'awork, 
andſcnd up our Prayers tobe mixt with his {weet in- 
cenſe 2 The Lord humble us for, and pardon to us our 
negled&s and omilljons ! 

2. Are you not herein very unlike the Saints of God ? 
The feed of Facob are wrettlers with God. God hath 
no Children fiill-born, they all cry Abbz Father: Facob 
wreſtled with God in fecret Prayer, and ever fince, all 
the Saints inall ages have born that name, Pſal. 24. 6. 
This is the geveration of them that ſeek, him, that ſeck thy 
face, O Jacob, Selah, i. e. That feck yp, 72. 6. 
the God of Facob;as Facob did. And 
indeed every one that is godly will thus pray. There 
might be brought a cloud of witneſſes in all ages of 
praying Saints, that converſed with God in ſecret: *tis 
recorded of the Apoſtle Fames, that his knees were as 
hard as Camels feet with praying : Some have ſought 
out for private places to pray in, others have riſen out 


ot their beds to pray 3 others haye ſet days apart tohum- 
ble 
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ble themſelves in ſecret by Falting and Prayer, others 
would never adventure on buſinefs without ſceking 
God : Such as are acquainted with Eccleſiaſtical, Hiſto- 
rics, or Chriſtian Experiences, may find ftore of in- 
ftances of this ſort: And why ſhould we be unlike our 
Brethren? Have we not all one Spirit, as well as all one 
Father? And is not this a Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cation? And is it not that which on all occations draws 
the Soul to its Father ? *Tis faid of Pax!, when newly 
converted , Behold he prayeth ! Af. 9.11. Others do 
not ſee it, but I know it; there he is in a corner, figh- 
ang and ſecking me, Go Ananias, enquire for him, he is 
now one of you, a real Convert, tor, Behold he prayeth : 


A Soul praying in ſecret is worthy obſervation, there's 


an Ecce put upon it, Behold he prayeth! And why ſhould 
we that pretend to be Saints be unlike our brethren ? 

3. Are you not herein unlike your ſelves in tormer 
times? When God did at firſt work upon your hearts, 
did you not then run to God in a corner ? Did you not 


{ct your ſelves intently to the duty of ſecret Prayer? | 


How often did God tind you by your ſelyes,, ſighing, 
forrowing,, weeping, bleeding , breathing after God, 
pouring out your hearts like water before the face of 
the Lord ? And your heavenly Father piticd you, ſpoke 
very kindly to you, wiped of your tears, cheared your 
hearts, heard your prayers, and made thoſe dayes of 
grief, times of love. Oh the ſweet embraces that then 
were betwixt your ſouls and God ? Have you forgotten 
{uch a Chamber ? Such a Cloſet, ſuch a Bara, fuch a 
Wood ? Where you ſometimes walkt and meditated, 
:Ometimes tell proſtrate and wept before the Lord, till 
you had no more power to weep ? It you have torgot- 
cen thoſe bleſſed days, your God hath not : He remem- 
'ers thee, the hindneſs of thy youth, the love of thine 
ſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after bim in a ſolitary Wil- 
lernefs, Jer. 2, 2. Canſt not thou remember __ 
ay 
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day when thou wouldit rather have been with thy God 
in a private Rooin, than upon a Princes Throne ? Yea, 
thoi thoughtclt thou walt to do nothing elſe but cry 
and pray in fccret : thou waſt at it every day, yea ma- 
ny times a in day;:How comes it to pals that there's ſuch 
a change ? That thou doſt fo rarcly go to viſit thy old 
friend in a Corner? Is he changed ? Is he not ſo good 
| and kind, as he was wont tobe ? Haſt thou found an 

fault in God ? Or art not thou blame-worthy ? What's 
; | become of thy ancient Spirit of Prayer ? Why doſt thou 
| forget thy ſweeteſt wrieliling-place ? Why doſt thou not 
- | inquire for theſe good old wayes of communion with 
thy Gcd. 


lt 


SECT. II. 
Saints negleds, further reproved. 


4} Et me further expoſtulate with Gods Children, 
that are rarcly cxcrcifed in this duty of Secret- 

, | Prayer. ”y 
| | Doyou not deprive your {clves of many {weet re- 
> | freſhments? Have not your ſouls had ſweet experience 
* | of raviſhing incomes in ſecret duties? How many plea- 
| | fant morſcls have you eaten alone ? Have not theſe ttolen 
| | waters been ſwect ? And would they not be fo again, if 
| | you would opcn the ſame fluice ? Oh what hints of Tove 
| | might your ſouls have, that no creature would knozy of ! 
, | Secret influences are conveycd to ſouls in ſecret duties 3 
| | theſe you block up by negle& : Ah, firs, Are the conſo- 
- | lations of God ſmall to you? Is communion with God 
ot no worth ? Why arc you ſo unwilling to take pains 
» | © g0 to your Father? Eſpecially when you know he 
hath a kindneſs for you ?' Have you ever loſt by ſuch du- 
ties? Will not your gains infinitely counteryail your 
| Pains ? 
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pains ? Ask thoſe that uſe it moſt, they will tell you, 
it 15 the {weetett time they ſpend : Yea, cannot your 
own experience atteſt it ? Did you ever loſe your la- 
bour when you ſet your ſelves about the work in good 
earneſt? ,Hath not this cloſs and privy trading with 
God brought in much ſpiritual profit ? Beloved triends, 
you little conſider the good you mils of, for want of 
performing this excellent duty : But that's not all, 

5. Do you not by neglect of ſecret prayer expoſe 
your ſelves to many ſad temptations? Watching and 
Prayer are fingular helps againſt temptation, Mat. 
26. 41. I have heard, that Satan hath openly profeſſed, 
that he hath watched whenſome of Gods children have 
gone out without Cloſet-Prayer, and that day he hath 
gotten great advantage againſt them , ſometimes. by 
tripping up their heels, and caſting them down from 
their excellency, into ſome grols iniquity z ſometimes 
tormenting their hearts with blaſphemous, or ſoul- 
perplexing inje&tions : Sometimes God hath lett them 
co fall into ſome afflifive ſnare, laid by this ſubtil 
Fowler, which hath coſt fhem many bitter pangs, all 
this and much more hath been the fruit of ſuch neg- 
eds: Chriſtians, Have you not found this too true by 
{ad experience? When you have gone abroad without 
calling on God, hath not God ſecretly withdrawn from 
you ? Hath not Satan obtained his deſigns upon you ? 
Have not your hearts been growing out of frame? Some 
laſt increaſing, grace decaying, and your ſouls at the 
brink of .fome aſtoniſhing fall? When you have gone 
out un the morning without a good breakfaſt with God, 
Have you not been apt to gather wind and vanity. to 
_ cheprejudice of your fouls health ? If you ingage not 
God by Prayer to go with you, What ſecurity have you 
tor that day ? If God leave you, the Devil may do whit 
| _ with you, and hamper you in a thouſand ſnares 

and uns. q 


6. doth 
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6. Doth not your neglett of ſecret Prayer argue lit- 


3 fle love to God ? Or delight to be in his Company ? 


When perſons have a dear affeFion to each other, they 
love to be together : Love delights in unton and com- 
munion. Yea, when perſons love intirely, they with- 
draw from other company, that they may injoy each 
other with more indeared familiarity 3 the prelence of a 
third mixeth the ſtreams of Communication, and mars 
their intimate communion : And if you did pathionate- 
ly love the Lord, would you not withdraw from others, 
that your ſouls might injoy ſome freſh and refreſhing in- 
tercourſe with-your belt Beloved ? How can you lay, 
you love him, when you have no mind of his company ? 
It you did indeed love him, you 

would hold him, and not let him Can. z. 5. 

go, until you had (with the Spouſe) Amer mus, pondus 
brought him into the Chambers of meumn, 

intimate communion, and ſolitary 

receſſcs: Love is the weight of the ſeul, and draws it 
to the object beloved : It your hearts were raviſht with 
him you would take more pleaſure in converſing with 
him, you would ble(s God tor an opportunity of in- 
joying him: But this ſtrangeneſs ſpeaks a great dete& 
in this noble grace : And would you be eſteemed ſuch 
as love not God ? What a fad thing 1s it to be low and 
{cant in love to God under ſuch ſtrong engagements to- 
love? Poor foul ! have not thoſe filken filver cords of 
love which have been caſt about thee, drawn thee near=- 
er, and bound thee faſter to thy God than thus? Have 
not ſuch bellows and incentives, kindled and increaſed 
thy ſpark of love into a flame? Lament thy fin, and 
ſhame thy (elf before thy God, for this decay of love, 
and dangerous negledq. 

7. Do not you by theſe omithons declare your ſelves 
ingr2tetul to the grace of God ? It's Gods way to hire 
{Ouls to approach to him, by holding out promiſes of 

ieward, 
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reward, as we do offer Apples, Fruit, &c. to children, 
to intice themto us: nor 1s it a Bait to couzen and in- 
\nare u3. but real offers of kindneſs to us, whereof we 
may partake, and wherewith we may be happy : Sup- 
pole a Prince deſire a Beggars company, with ty 2 
ons of dear aftedtions, and promiſes ot many kindneſſes, 
Is it not grols ingratitude, it ſhe fling away, and ſcorn 
the motion ? Or ſuppoſe a potent Perton ſend to a poor 
man a loving meſſage,telling him he hath conſidered his 
caſe, and hath appointcd time and place, that they two 
together may conter about the neceſſary concernments 
of this poor man; he ſhall have free admithon and li- 
berty .without diſturbance to preſent his petition, and 
ask what he will, and it ſhall be granted 3 none ſhall be 
prefent, but only they two ſhall converſe tamiliarly to- 
gether, - for the good of the poor man : But inſtead of 
a thankful acceptance of this kindneſs, the poor man 
picks quarrcls with the meſſenger or meſſage, grows ſul- 
{en and perverſe, runs away and faith, I need neither 
his counſel nor affiſtance 3 Let him beſtow his kindneſs 
where he will, I will not meddle with him : Weye not 
this groſs ingratitude ? And how would it be taken ? 
The cale is thine, Soul that neg]cdteli ſecret daties : the 
God of Heaven gives thee notice to mect him in ſuch a 
room, to negotiate freely the main concernments of thy 
precious ſoul, and thou art coy and ſhy, and wilt not 
come near him, but either plainly denieft, or heedlefly 
delayeft: Oh monſtrous folly ! Oh groſs mgratitude ! 
Be aſhamed of it, be humblcd for it, thy God takes it 
ill that thou art ſo loath to be happy, that thou even 
forſakeft thine own mercies, and wilt go twice as far 
another way to gratitie a friend, rather than go alone 
into thy Cloſet to pleaſe thy God and profht thy poor 
fout: How long muli God watch and wait, and ſtrive 
and ſue, to have thy company 3 and thou doſt {till neg- 
I and grow averle thereto 2 Oh be aſhamed of it. 
Fl. SECT, 


£ 
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SECT, VI. 


Three more ſad Conſiderations jor our Hamiliations 


*[ 2 you not, by negle& of Secret Prayer, refilt 
the motions of the bleſſed Spirit ? And 1s this 
no fault? Is it nothing to negle& communion with 
God the Father, or to improve the intercellion of Jeſus 
Chriſt the Mcdiator , but you muſt alſo flight the mo- 
tions of God, the bleſſed Spirit ? This 15 ſad : How ot- 
ten doth the holy Ghoſt knock at your doors, ſtir you 
up, ſpur you forwards unto duty, and take youby the 
hand , offering its afliſtance if you'l go to God, and 
yet do you rctuſe? Do you make nothing of quench- 
ing, grieving, yea vexing the good Spirit of God ? Cons» 
ſider what you do: as you dcal with it, fo it will deal 
with you; it you do not embrace its call, perhaps it 
willnot be preſent at your call: And what can you do 
in duty, without it? If you firive againſt it, it will 
ceaſe (triving with you : Be it known to you, you have 
not this Heavenly wind at your command 3 and you 
may toſs in the boat of duty long, but ſhall not approach 
the port without it : Nothing but the Spirit of God 
can carry thy foul to God : And what can excite and 
comfort thee when thy Athftant and Comtorter is ſlight- 
cd and fadned ? Gricve therctore, Chriſtian, for thy 
YrieVing of the Spirit, lay to heart thy carelels quench- 
ing of this holy tire; and let thoſe waters of Juſt or 
neplizencc colt thee the waters of godly forrow and re= 
pentance, that this fin may not be laid to thy charge : 
Say as that Divine Poct, -= 


Ard 
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And art thou grieved, ſwect and ſacred Dove 
When I am ſowr, 
And croſs thy Love ?. 
Grieved for me ? The God of ſtrenzth and power 
Griev d for a worm ? which when I tread, 
T paſs away and leave jt dead: 
See the relt in Herbert's Poems, on Eph.5.39.Pag 128, 


9, If you can only pray in company, what will you 
do when your company 1s gone? A time may come 
when you may be left alone, as Chriſt faith he was. 
You had necd ingage the Father to be with you, that 
you may ſay as the Apottle, x Fohz 1. 3. Truly or fel- 


towſhip # with the Father : *Tis true, communion of 


Saints is deſirable, but external communion 1s not al- 
ways attainable : you may be thruſt out by divine Pro- 
vidence, now it will be {ad tobeat a loſs when perſons 
are alone : *Tisa ſtrange expretſion of ſome, that they 
know not how to live, it ſuch and {ach Chriſtian fricnds 
or godly Relations be taken away 3 why what's the 
matter ? Are they in the place of God? Is your ſpiritual 
life maintained by the leaden pipes, or by the living 
ſprings that ſtream through them ? Alas, firs, it you 
more underttood and uſed this art of drawing influen- 
ces from God-immediately through Chritt by- ſecret 
Prayer, you would not beſo diſcouraged with the loſs 
of triends3 you would ſay, Indced *tis true, my loſs is 
great, ſuch a one had a notable gitcin Prayer, and {poke 
my very heart to God, but though he bz gone, is my 
God gone ? Is Prayer gone? Though I cannot get ſuch 
moving expre{hone as iuch had, yet [ opened my heart 
t God as I could in ſecret formerly ; 2nd there's the 
fame refuge now, the {21ne road unto this City and San- 
&tuary I went in, and therefore all my comfort is not 
gone, blefled be my God; But a poor foul that wh 
leanc 
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teanzd upon the ſtaff of others inlargements will be 
ſbrewdly put to it when that ſtaff is gone: And, Is it 
not a great diſparagement toa noble and immortal Soul, 
that it cannot treat and entertain its God alone ? What, 
cannot God and an Heaven-born foul converle together 
without Axxiliaries ? Muſt another interpoſe as an in- 
ſirument, without whom you cannot injoy communion 
with God? Be athamcd of it, and chide your fclves, as 
not aQting ſuitably to your rational ſpirits, much lets to 
a lupernatural Principle of grace. ; 
Io. Lally, let me further demand of you, what it 
our Loid ſhould call you away and tind you under the 
guilt of the negle& of this known duty ? What con- 
tuſion, grief, and jealoufie would poſiels you if death ar- 
xelt you in ſuch a ſtate? What an hurry was forlorn 
Saul in, when the Philiftizes were upon him, and he 
had not offered ſacrifice unto God ? And what a deſpe- 
xate plunge will you be put to whea the King of ter- 
rors15 upon you, and you have not perſonally and pri- 
vately been ſeeking God? Though you may be right 
and ſafe forthe main, yet your ſpirits will be much per- 
piexed, and you will ſuffer ſhrewd rcbukes from your 
own conſciences for your omithons, and will be put to 
that Jalt prayer of a dying Saint ( eminent in the Church) 
The Lord forgive me my fins of omiſi# 3 and pollbly 
may want that {piritual folace in a dying, hour that pray» 
ing ſouls may have ; Oh what a blctſed thing will it 
be, if our dear Redeemer find a ſoul upon its knees be- 
fore the Lord ? Oh the hearty we!lcom it will give unto 
its God ! This is the time he waited for, he was got 1n- 
to a corner, was lighing for his fins, pleading tor mer- 
cy, breathing after grace, and paating tor glory, and 
behold, what a quick return doth his God make ? Even 
while he is ſpeaking and praying, the Lord doth tend a 
guard of Angels to conduct the foul into cternal Man- 


tons, where” God and the ſoul ſhall paxt no more. 
b Bleſſed, 
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Bleſſed, for ever happy is that ſoul whom its Lord,when 
hecometh- ſhall find ſo doing ! Now conlider of it, 
Whether ſtate would you be found 1n? And do not you 
know, his Coming may be ſudden and unexpected ? 
Would you be found under neglect, or in the faithful 
performance of a duty ? Would you not be carricd from 
your Cloſet-devotion to eternal communion with God ? 
Oh then take our Lord's moſt whollom counſel, Take 
ye heed, watch and prayz for ye know not waen the 
time js, Mark 13-33. 

I might here 7; wal Chriſtians alſo, not only for 
theirnegle& af, but careleſs pertormance of this duty 
of Ee peaver: with what ſorry ſhitts do we put 
off God ? How hard, dead,iunbelieving, diltraced are 
oft hearts in ſecret ? God takes much pleaſure in Ad- 
verbs: it pleaſeth not God that a duty be done, except 
it be weltdone. Many fſatisfie their own conſciences that 
they have praycd, but conſider not how they prayed ; 
there's a curſe on ſuch as do the 
work of God negligently 3 and, that 
have in theur flock a male, and offer 
to the Lord a corrupt thing: And it's a feartul thing 
to g<t a curſe upon our knees, when we come tor a ble(- 
{1ng: Look toit, God takes notice how you pray, the 
D-vil ſtands under your Cloſet-window, and heareth 
what you {ay to God in ſecret, all the while {fiudying 
how he may commence a ſuit againſt you tor your duty: 
Like tnofe that come to Sermons: to carp or catch at 
what the Preacher faith 3 or (as one faith) lize a cunning 
opponent in the Schools, while his adverſary 15 buhie 
reading his potition,ke is ftudying to confute it 3 and oh, 
what advantage do we often give Satan to trip us and 
take us tardy ? What occaſion do we atford him to ac- 
cufc 15 to God and to our felves, while we have out fil- 
thy garmetits (2 us? Yeatemiſsnds in our duties brings 
decay ingrace. Tradeſmen may go bekind hand by be- 


Jer. 45. 13. 
Mal. 1. 14 


Ig 


| 
| 
C 
] 
r 
f 
b 
F 
b 


P, 


IJ Chulſttan Duty. 67 
ing careleſs in their dealings, as well as by being much 
out of their ſhops: Alas; what ſad decay is in our ſouls 
for want of cloſs and conſtant communion with God ? 
We have very perverſe hearts, we have much ado with 
them3 when we would do good, evil is preſent : it is 
Our great fin we are ſo much out ot order, even upon 
our knees. Satan ſends his imps to haunt and torment 
ment us, he jogs our hand when ve are to write a Let- 
tcr to Heaven in our prayersz fo that we can ſcarce 
make ſenſe of what we preſent to God : Our thoughts 
are unfixed, ranging abroad like a Spaniel to a thontnd 
objes, fo that fometimes we have loſt our ſelves, and 
know not where we are : Oh let us lament our vain and 
trifling ſpirits in ſecret duties, and turn us unto God 
for help, as a Servant, when the child he tends is troa- 
bleſom, and willnot be ruled by him, calls out to the 
Father to come to him, who no ſooner ſpeaks the word, 
but all is whift with him 3 our God can fet in order our 
unruly ſpirits, only he will be called upon by earneſt 
Prayer. 

Thus much for this uſe. 


CHAP V. 


The Third Uſe is of Inſtrufion. 


— 


M' next and main. work 15 ta help us in the duty 
of Cloſet-Prayer , by propounding ſome helps 
and rules tor our direction ; which I ſhall reduce to 
thele four heads» F NIH VIZ 
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(1. Prepgratzves to it- 
2. Eſſentials in it. 
3. Circumſtances about it- 
4+ Conſequences up it. 
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1» Look to your State and ſtanding : It you be not 
real Saints, you are not fit tor this ſpiritual duty : Your 
Relation muſt be changed by converting grace : Hence 
the Text faith, Pray to thy Father. See then that God 
be your Father in Jeſus Chriſt 3 elſe you cannot truly 
cry Abba, Father ; If we muſt be reconciled to our Bro- 
ther before we offer our gift, much more to God, for 
how can two walk together except they be agrced ? I 
deny not but a carnal foul ſhould retire himſelt into a 
corner, examine his ſtate, fall down on his knees, and 
beg, converting and pardoning, grace 3 an ' thus they 
muſt acquaint themſelves with God , that they may 
coine betore him 3 for unſound unconverted ſinners have 
no right as children to call to the Ring of Heaven, 
though as creatures they may and muti ſeek unto God, 
yet they worſhip afar off. *Tis the gracious Chrittian 
only that prayeth acceptably z wicked mens prayers 
are abomination z an hypocrite ſhall not come before 
him, Foha 13. 16. And indeed, till you be real Saints, 
you'l have no mind to buckle cloſe to this duty : truth 
of grace will capacitate you for fccret approaches to 
God 3\ſftrength of grace will clevate you to God 3 and 
evidence of tincerity will make you come boldly to the 
Throne of Grace : Therefoxe try your liate, inquue 
what relation you have to God, or elſe expect no tami- 
liarity with him. Go-! will nat take the wicked by the 
hand to Icad them in:to theſe Chambers of communion 
. the throne of iniquity harh no fellowſhip with hjm- 
Qur Lord Jcſus marricth voye but Widows that ar 
diyorced from all o:h:r Husbangds, and he __ hi 
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A Chiiſtfan Duty, 
heart to none but his betrathed Spouſe, her he leads in- 
to a ſolitary place and ſpeaks to her heart : Oh firs! 
come over clearly to God, by clofing with Chriſt, re- 
nounce your ſelves, get united to him, and then come 
and wclcom to enjoy communion with him 'in Cloſet- 
Prayer. 

2. Diſpatch other things off your hearts and hands: 
Let not your earthly occaſions intrude into your Cloſet- 
Exerciſes : Say to the cares and affairs of the world as 
Abraham to his Servants, Stay there while I go and wor- 
ſhip the Lord yonder : Or as Nebemiah in another caſe, 
IT am doing a great work, and I cannot come down to you : 
So do thou fay, I have appointed other times and ſea- 
ſons for attending worldly buſineſſes, let me alone with 
my God, every thing is beautitul in its ſeaſon ; Com- 
munion with God is as much as I can attend at once, I 
mult not bediverted by other objects, the balineſ(s I am 
about is ot che greateſt importance, I muſt conſult how 
I may attend npon the Lord without difiraction, and 
worldly matters have diſtracted tne in God's ſervice, 
and have colt me many a tear therefore get away 
from me. Why ſhould the work of the Lord ccaſe ? 
Why ſhould I be hmdred from my God ? What can you 
afford me that can be worth one hours communion with 
my God ? Thus do you aually rertounce the world, for 
you cannot mind two things at once: And obferve it, 
If you leave any matters ot the world tarrying for your 
attendance, the thoughts of them will attend you, and 
make you cut your duties ſhort, and run away before 
your hearts be wartned : Therefore, if it may be, dis 
{patch them, however rid your Hearts of them : The 
Heathen left their ſhooes at the Temple-doors, to ſhew 
tt at all earthly occafions and affte&tions mult be left bc» 
hind when we go to God, | 


F 3 . 1 "i 


Clok-f-E 1ayer, 


Let vain or buſie thoughts have there no part, 

Bring not thy Plow, thy Plots, thy Pleaſures thither, 
Chriſt purg'd his Temple, ſo mult thou thy heart, 
All worldly thoughts are but thieves met together 

To conzen thee — — Herbert. 
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Two more Preparatives to Secret Praycre 

3. C Et your ſelvcs in Gods preſence : Although you 
FJ be not within the view ot any mortal creature, 
yet the eternal God feces what you are a going about : 
So, faith the Text, Tur father ſees in ſecrct, darkneſs 
or cloſsnels hides not trom him :. and *cis more that one 
God ſces you, than if all the men on earth gazed at you : 
His cycs- are ten thouſand: times brighter than the Sun, 
4-5... » and heis of purer eyes than to be- 

> ls hold iniquity 3 therctore wall 
"phys 4 i hold iniquity 3 therctore waſh your 
fal, 66;.18. hands in innocency before you com- 
NS paſs hisaltar :, For if you regard ini- 
Quity in your heart, God will not hear your prayer : 
herefore ſet the Lord always befoxe you, eſpecially 
BOW, you arc ſetting your ſelves before the Lord 3 if chat 
Cat, IPeffee Cato. , Caveat was enough to beget reve- 
Lt ets 1: $FRc6e tn an Heathen, Cato ſees thee : 
Oh what reverence would the ſenſe of Gods omnipre- 
ence bepet in thy heart, it duly weighed: ? Chriſtians, 
weight. your ſpirits: with ſuch mcditations as theſe, 
Cod's cye. is.never, oft me, I am daily walking in the 
un 3.:but now, I am ſctting my {clt to pray in (ecret-z 
come to appear before God mm a ſpecial manner; I 
may deceive men and my fclf, but God will not be 
mocked z yI had need now engage my heart to approach 
, unto 
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* unto God, that's the thing he looks for. Oh for a ſpirit 

ſuitable to ſuch a Majeſty whom I come to wonlhis 
Lord, draw out my affetions, unite my heart, excite 
my graces that my whole Soul may be carried after 
God : Thus commit thy works to the Lord, and thy 
thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed : when 
thou art ſetting thy face towards a 
duty, where thou art ſure to meet 
Satan, and carry with thee a corrupt deceitful heart, let 
God know trom thy mouth whither thou art going, 
what thy fears are. Never (faith one) doth the ſoul 
march in ſo good order, .as when it puts it {elf under 
the condu@ of God z and never is it fo awful, as when 
It ſets it telf under the eye of God, Gen. 17. 1. Tam 
God Almighty, walk before me, and be thou perfett. 
When you ſenſibly diſcern you are kneeling betore God, 
will not this make you perte&, ſincere, and grow ho- 
lier? It you think God be not in your Cloſets, what do 
you go to pray there for ? And if you know he ſees your 
there, why do you not think ſo, and ſet your ſelves as 
In his preſence ? The child will ſtand demurely before 
his Father, the Scholar before his Maſter 3 and fo will 
the gracious Soul before God in duty, it ſenſible of his 
prelence. 

4. Muſter up your thoughts and wayes: Our thoughts 
and aftcCtions are like the ſtrings of an Inſtrument out 
of tune, and thcretore we muſt take ſome pains to wind 
and skrue them up. This is that which Zophar adviſeth 
to, Fob 11. 13. to prepare the heart, and then ſtretch 
forth the hands: And for this end; it would not be a- 
miſs when you come intoa private room to pray 1n ſe- 
cret, firſt to read ſome portion of Scripture, which may 
be of uſe to compoſe your ſpirits 3 and hke David's harp 
to Saul, drive away your wild imaginations ; yea the 
word read, may afford you ſuitable matter of prayer to 
Gol. More particularly, let me add one experienced 
F 4 Help, 


*Q 


Pſal. 37. &. 
Prov. 16. 3+ 


72 Cloſet-P2ayer, 
Help, which is this: When you are addreftiing your 
ſelves to God in ſecret Prayer, endeavour to fix your 
thoughts upon ſome particular ſubje& to inlarge upon 3 
there's no queſtion, but you have fometimes one ſpecial 
errand to God, ſometimes another, if you obſerve your 
coadition well; be ſure to mind that, whether it be to 
confeſs ſome predominant fin, to beg pardon of it, 
- power againſt it: You may have in your eye ſome 
grace that you need more than ordinarily, and fce your 
* weaknets and defect therein, &c. Now do not fatizhe 
your ſelves in running, out into generals only, but ſet 
your ſelves to plead the cauſe of your fouls in that very 
caſe, which you have found out by ſerious inquiry, 
would moſt ingage you at that time to go to God about 3 
expatiate principally upon that ſubje& : And this I con» 
| ccive to be a taking to cur ſelves words 
Haſ, 14.2, (which the Holy Ghoſt directeth us 
Feduns. res, RA, to, in Prayer) not a form of ſuch 
tinm : Vid. Buxt. tex. and ſuch phraſes, but ſome ſpecial 
| ſubje& matter to ſpeak to our God 
about : the word in Hebrew imports ſo much. 
- * Now an intent and carneſt purſuit of ſuch a ſpecial 
{ubje& at the Throne of Grace is of ule in theſe tiyo re- 
-Apedts : 
1. You will find it an help againſt diſtrations, wan- 
drings, withdrawings from God; when you purpoſely 
{et your {elves to mind one thing, you'l be more intent 
upon.it, and lay out more pains about it, than when you 
allow your :elves liberty in variety of matter. When 
tae {tream runs one way, 'tis ſtrong. 
er than diſperſed into ſeveral chan- 
nels, ſo, when the Chrittian unites his Rrength to plead 
with God about a particular buſineſs, he is uſually more 
warm and afttcCtionate, and fo leſs ſubject to diftraftion. 
2, It will help you to enlarge your ſelves in ſpread- 
ing particular caſcs before the Lord, in pat and proper 
| exprel- 


Pis unita fortior, 
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exprclſions, even before others as you have a' call and 
opportunity 3 and this is that which 1s called, the gitt 
ot Prayer, whictris of ſingular uſe, when a perſon can 
particularly and pathetically lay open a condition,plead 
with God, improve promiſes, and rationally expoſtulate 
even with the Almighty about a ſpiritual or temporal 
concernment : This holy Art is got by a frequency in 
ſecret Prayer, and particular pleading fora mans own 
ſonl : This is. the laſt preparatory 3 thmk betore-hand 
what buſineſs you have to God 1n a peculiar manner, 
and drive that nail (as it were) to the head : you can- 
not think to ſpeak of all things to God at one time, but 
take that which is of preſent emergent ule and impor- 
tance, and ſet your ſelves to-inlarge upon that 3 follow 
that home till you feel your hearts be warmed and af- 
feed, and fo have ſome tokens for good that God:will 
return a ſenſible anſwer : You'l ſay, Muſt we thus pre» 
pare our ſelves before every duty of ſecret Prayer z we 
have not time for it ? I ſhall anſiyer this in the words 
of my dear and reverend Father A#- yj;, Bok, call:d 4x 
gier : there are ſome ſeparating du- belp ro better bearts 
tics that prepare for others, as cxa- for better times, Pag, 
mination, meditation, prayer 3 and 196» 197: read more 
they do prepare by ſtirring up the or his SUI. 
grace of God, and providing an heavenly afliſtance to 
begin with us in the duty :* It thou cantt not always 
have ſeparating time betwixt other occaſions and Gods 
worſhip, yet have fome ſeparating thoughts ere thou 
enter upon the duty; thou art not fit elſe to meddle 
with wiſdom : Thus he. *Tis true, ſome have not the 
leiſure that others have, yet ſo much preparation is ne- 
ccflary for every duty as may withdraw the heart from 
other objects, and weight the Spirit with a due ſenſe of 
the work we have in hand, and ſcmetimes this may be 
done ſuddenly yet «5s for ſuch as: have moreTime tc 
work upon their, hearts, and ſtate their fouls cafe by . 
multeri 1g 


74 Clofet-Payer, 

muſtering up themſelves to the work, neglect a duty 
. and cannot groundedly expect the Lords preſence : and 
this I conceive is the reafon why the Lords people mil; 
of God in ſecret Prayer, at leatt one reafon is, becauſe 


they do not make ſuch conſcience, and take ſuch care of 


preparing their hearts as they ought : Ah Chriſtians, 
when you come into. your Cloſet, fir down and pauſe a 
lictle, before you tall down upon your knees, clear up 
your ate, ſhake off other buſineſs, fet your ſelvgs in 
Gods preſence, and muſter up your fins or wants, or 
mercies you purpolc to ſpread betore the Lord a Cliene 
will conlider all his matters, betore he come to ſtate his 
cafe to his advocate 3 a poor patient will bethink him- 
{1f, how he is, that he may tell his ailings to his Phy- 
fitian 3 and a petitioner will not go hand over head unto 
his:Prince, but oxdcr his cauſe before hand, that he may 
plead it more effeCtually : And ſhall not we much more 
prepare our felves to wait upon the God of Heaven. 


— 
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SECT. II: 
Diredions concerning, the eſſentials of ſecret Prayer. 


2. FJ" He ſccond fort of rules 15 concerning ſome things 

eſſentially requiſite to the right performance of 
the duty of ſecret Prayer, which you are to look to in 
the duty 3 2nd theſe are fuch as are required in all forts 


ot: Prayer. 


1. With the herrt. 
viz. that it be )2. By the help of the ſpirit. 
performed, )3. According to Gods will. 
4. In the name of Chriſt. 


7. Secret Prayer muſt be bearty Prayer: an heartiels 
duty 


| 
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A Chaiffian Duty, Ts 
duty is a worthleſs duty 3 yea the whole heart muſt be 
ingaged in it, Pſal. 119. 10. With my whole beart bave T 
ſought thee : Tt is the heart that God chictly looks after, 
Prov. 23. 26. My Son, give me thy heart : nothing elſe 
can pleaſe God, if the heart be wanting 3 it the heart 
be ingaged in the duty, he will rather diſpenſe with 
other weakneſſes, where there's not wiltul negligence : 
Obſerve it, in that worſhip of God we perform with 
ot hers, a mans gifts may be of uſe, though his heart 
£0 not along, with his voice z but in Cloſet-Prayer it 
doth no good at all, except the heart beingaged 3 there- 
tore God principally requires the heart in other duties, 
in this he only requires the heart, for the voice is not 
neceſſary: To love and ferve the 
Lord our God with all our heart, 
ſoul, mind, firength, is a keeping of the Law, and 
more than all whole burnt-offerings and ſacrifices ; We 
ſhould pray with every faculty of the ſoul, and. with 
the utmolt ſtrength of every facul- 
ty: God deſerves and requires our 
{irongeſt affeEtions : That's but a vain worſhip. that's 
performed without the heartz right attendance on 
God 15 an ingaging the heart toap- | | 
proach to God; Chriſtians, in all Jere 3921. 
your addrefles to God, mind the obje& of workhip z 
let the ſubject worſhipping, and obje& worſhipped, be 
cloſly united ; look beyond the duty : it's one thing to 
have communion with an Ordinance, and another thing 
to have communion. with God inan Ordinance. Gods 
dear. Children know what this means; for ſometirnes 
they are more taken up with expreflions, affections, or 
{ome accidentals in the performance, than with the ob- 
ject of worſhip they ſhould be intent upon : But this is 
very dangerous tor whatſoever interpoſeth berwix: 
the foul and God, to divert the thoughts trom God, .i5 
ar, 
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Mar: 15.8, 9, 
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Cloſet-P2ayer, 
an Io]: Ezeh.14.3.Theſe men have ſc 
rp theirIdols in their hearts. Sept.rcads 
it,they have put their thoughts upþou 
their hearts, z e. They have commit- 
ted Idolatry with their own imagt- 
nations : inſicad of worſhipping God, their minds have 
. ſtuck upon ſomething ſhort of God, after which they 
have (as it were) run a whoring even 1n the duty. I ſhall 
not deliver that as the ſenſe of the place, yet it may be 
an uſeful note: Ifear many of us are guilty of a kind 
of ſpiritual finc-fpun Idolatry, by heterogeneal thoughts 
in holy duties, that pluck us from God, when we are 


approaching to him. The Lord humble us for this, and - 


fix our thoughts upon God, that we may ſay as the 
Church, Iſa, 26. 8. The defire of our ſoul it to thy name, 


Copitatio omnis ſecu- 
laris & caynalts at 
(ced , mee quicquam 
gurc anipmus, quim id 
folum Copiter quod 
precatir : 4dco @> [a- 


terdos ante Orationt . 


prefatione praniſſa , 
parat fſratrum men- 
tes, Picendo, ſurſam 
Corda , ut dura + 
ſpondet plehs, Habe- 
mus ad Dominum, ad 
moneatur nihil al'ul 
fe, quam Dommm 
cogitare debere, C\p, 
Serm. de ofat. D.m. 


P. 246. 


and to the remembrance of thee. Cy- 


prian ſaith , every ſecular thought 


muſt depart, and the mind muſt be 
takenup with nothing but what we 
are about: he tells, the practice of 
the Church in his tirme was, that the 
Minilter before Prayer, prepares the 
peoples mind, ſaying [ Surſum cord] 
Lift up your hearts, and they an- 
{wer [ Habemus ad dominum | we 
have them up to the Lord : whereby, 
ſaith he, weare admonithed, that in 
Prayer we muſt think of nothing 
but the Lord : What the Minitter 
ſaid to the People, do you ay to 
your ſelves ; [ Surſum corda ] lift up 


your. hearts : Let every one lay, I am now worſhipping 


Aſcenſus mentis ad 


Dum. Luth. Colic. 
”ms foi, 239. 


an Heart-ſearc'\ing God ,.Qa that 
my heart were with God. The An- 
cients (faith Lither) tincly deſcribed 
Prayer, to be an aſccnt of the mind 
| £0 
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to God: Oh that I did experimentally know, what 
this means in Syntaxz, 2. e- in coupling and joyning of 
my heart to God." Lord, gather in my roving and wan- 
dring ſpirit : This is the firſt direGtion, Mind the frame 
of your hearts. 

2. Implore and expedi the Spirits aſſiſtance : Prayer 


muſt be by the Spirits inlarging influence; hence it is 


called the ſpirit of grace and ſuppli- 
cation-: it helps our infirmittes by 
making fouls to cry out Abba Fa- 
ther, with unucterable groans: A Chriſtian ſhould 
ſpread the fails of his foul for the gales of Gods grace, 
which will carry the praying Saint apace towards God, 
yea and reach the ear of God, for he knoweth the mind 
of the Spirit : This is that which 1s 
called, a worſhipping God in the ſpi- 
rit, a praying in the holy Ghoſt, z. e. 
either as to the matter of the Prayer dictated by the 
Spirit, oras to the manner of praying, the ſoul being, 
aCuated by the holy Ghoſt: Forl 
conceive it may import the former 
as well as the latter, as other Scri- 
ptures compared hold forth : Alas, fleſh and blood will 
put up ſuch petitions as God will not accept, or in ſuch 
a manner as 15 n0 way ſuitable to his ſpiritual Nature : 
The truth 1s, Chritiians , you will but bungle at the 
work without this help of Gods Spirit, and God will 
take notice of you except he hear his own language : 
do not think you can wreltle out the buſineſs your ſelves, 
you mult be beholding to God for help in Prayer, as 
well as tor hearing your Prayer; your own ſpirits will 
not carry you to Heaven : that which is from che earth 

is carthly, and rifeth no higher than earth, but the holy 
Ghott will elevate your ſouls to God : Therefore, I be- 
ſeech you, Sirs, beg the Spirit, yic!ld to its motions, im- 


Zech.' 12, to, 
Rom, 8. 26, 


Phil. 3. 3. 
Jude 209, 


See Mark I, 36, & 
13-11, 


prove its operations 3 ſay when you ate going to duty, 


Lord, 


Lord, now ſtir up thy ſelf, and fiir up thy grace in my 
heart: Awake, ob North-wind, and come , thou South, 
blow upon thy Garden, Cant. 4 16. |My Soul] that the 
ſpices thereof may flow out | that graces may be exer- 
ciſed and exerted: { Lord, I am low, flat, hard ; ſend 
the powerful arm of thy bleſſed Spirit to work all gra- 
cious diſpoſitions in me, and raiſe up my aftetions to 
thee: I ſte I am below the duty, and infinitely below 
thee in the duty, but thou, and thou alone canſt raiſe me 
up, quicken, ſoften my dead and rocky heart ; come 
Lord, and ſhew thy poweriul Arm, let 1t appear what 
God can do for a ſorry worm. Oh litt meup to thee, 
that my ſoul may: enjoy ſome ſweet communion with 
thee : Send thy ſpirit to fetch in my wanton wandring 
heart : Ohforfome fire from Heaven to burn up my fa- 
crihce, or elſe jt will lye likea lump of fleſh, and be no 


true Holockult of pure Incenſe before thee : Let why 


Spirit ſcatteatheſe mitts of ignorance, and drive away 


theſe flies of diſtracting thoughts, that my heart may 
be with thee, and my performance may be as {weet fa- 


vour in the noſtrils of God. 


SECT, IV. 
More Eſſentials in ſecret Prayer. 


Third ingredient in Prayer is, that it be accord- 

-A ing to God's will; it muſt have a warrant from 
the Word 3 a word of Precept, or Promiſc, or Exam- 
ple, muſt be the ground ot eur petitions ; a command 
15 our warrant, promile our incouragement 3 an exam- 
ple is our tract, and the foortteps of the flock wherein 
we mult walk ; He that asks amiſs ſhall not ſpeed, but 
if weask any thing according to his will he heareth us3 
and then we know we have the petirions that we delired 


of 
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of him, 1 Fob. 5. 14, 15- Now, we ask according to 
his will, when both the matter of our petition 15 aright, 
and our endin asking is Gods glory, and our own or 
others ſpiritual good ; otherwiſe, 1t we ask of God 
what we conceit to be a mercy, and have not asked 
counſel at God's mouth 3 or ask fo as to conſume it up- 
on our luſts, we may well mcet with a denial : My 
friends, you may not ſay what you pleaſe in the pre- 
lence of God. Conſider, God is in Heaven, you are on 
Earth, therefore be not raſh with your mouth, and let not 
your heart be haſty to utter any thing before God, let your 
words be few, and well weighed, Ecclel. 5. 2. The work 
you are about is a ſolemn butineſs, do not ramble in ex- 
travagant defires of unlawful things3 think not. that 
God will patronize your luſts : and when you have ask- 
£d that which you conceive is according to his will, re- 
fer it wholly to his Will, ſay, The Will of the Lord be 
cone : ſubmit your ſelves to his diſpoſe, for time, man- 
ner, means, and all circumſtances tor giving of it ; ask 
temporal mercies conditionally , and fpiritual Comforts 
with ſubmiſton to Gods will > learn that petition, Thy 
will be done, to pray it, as well as fay it. Indeed Lather 
could fay, Let thy will be done, but he come oft with 
' this, My will, Lord, becauſe my will 1s melted into 
thine, there's but one will betwixt us : Let God's will be 
your will ; *tis fit it fhould be fo, our heavenly Father 
5 wiſer than we : Conſider, a y,, repreſentatio debet «fſe 
man cannot pray in faith, tor ſubmiſſa & bumilis : alias e* 
that which he hath no. war- nim non efſet precatio religio- 
rant tO aS$K: Belides, Ameſins mY m—_ Logo ag no 
laich , It a man CUUBS not = direfte; ſed, vel labpe- 
with an humble {abmilton to ,jgm /uperiovis ergo inferio- 
Gods will, it werg, not a reli- rem, wel quaſi familiarts Col- 
gtous praycr directed to the locurio, guatss eff inter £qua- 
fupream Creator, but a kind les ; Amel. medu!l thiol t6h.2, 
ot command by a ſuperiour © 7 #* 555 

io” 0 
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to'an inferiour, or a familiar diſcourſe as amongſt 
quals :: Therefore let us humbly plead Gods Will as 
Abraham did, Gen. 18. 27. Further conſider, the defign 
of Prayer is not to incline God before unwilling, to 
our mind and defire 3 for with him there.is no variable- 
neſs nor ſhadow of change 3 but that we may obtain of 
him by Prayer what we know atorc- hand he is willing 
to give: Laſtly, conſider we Chrifts example, Mat. 
26. 39. 1f it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me, never» 
abeleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt; This is right 
praying, to ground our petition upon a promiſe, yet 
freely to leave all at Gods feet, to diſpoſe of us as he 
{ces good : Our prayers and Gods promiſes ſhould 
point towards each other as thoſe two figures 9 and 6. 
Promiſes do bend downwards, and atter the ſame moti- 
on mult our prayers aſcend upwards ſo will there be a 
lefſed harmony and fſcalonable return : This is the 
third Direction; Let your Prayers be warranted by th: 
Word. | 
4. Improve your Advocate, Foh. 14. 13. IPhatſoever 
yore ash in my name, that will I dv: To ask any thing 
in his name 15 not, rudely, cultomari)y, or complemen- 
tally to conclude with theſe words, Through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, &c. but, in conhdence of his merit and 
interceffion to'call upon our heavenly Father, as Daniel 
pleads, for the Lords ſake, Dan. 9. 17. For, lince the Fall, 
none can come immediately to God but through a Me- 
diator 3 nor are we to tctch a compals by the groundlels 
invocation of Saints and Angels: I hope you have 
otherwiſe learned Chriſt : Iam moſt atraid in the pra- 
Eick part, that, in particular acts (at leaſt.) precious 
Souls are in danger to miſcarry, eſpecially in Cloſet- 
Prayer; whena Chriſtian is got alone, and there tinds 
2 {weet gale of the bleſſed Spirit, helping his heart to 
mourn for fin, bewail his mifery, plead tor mercy, and 


giving God the glory duc unto his name oh then he 
; goes 
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gocs away much fatisticd, and God muſt-needs accept 
his perſon aad hear his Prayer : Why ſo? Why he hath 
{ond abundant afliffance, meltings , quicknings, and 
'n/argements : Alas Sirs,where is Chriſt all this while ? 
I am afraid your advocate is quite forgotten, your ſurety 
{ct afide as a poor inſignificant Cypher : And tell me. 
ſoul, thou that boaſteft thas of thy inlargements, dareff 
thou appear before- an holy God in thole rotten rags ? 
Suppole thy rags be Velvet, they are but rags ſill, and 
are co ſcant a garment for thy naked ſoulz thou comelt 
to unlock the car of God, aud open his heart. with 2 
wrong key ; we arc accepted only in the Beloved, and 
rot becauſe we are inlarged. *T1s true, evangelical aſ- 
ſiſtance may be a ſign of acceptance, but *tis no cauſe 
thereof : No no, our perſons and prayers are owned on- 
ly upon the account of our ſurety and interceſſour ; Our 
dear Lord [efus, who dycd for us, he lyes leager at the 
Court of Hcaven as our Ambaſſador, to plead for us, 
and to fce matters carried fairly,, betwixt God and ran- 
fomed ſouls, and ſhall we not imploy our advocate, and 
find him work ? Or ſhall we think to go our own er- 
rand ? Lord, forgive this groſs ingratitude: Oh Chri- 
ſtians , whatever your ſtraitneſs or inlargernents be, 
make uſe of him, who 15 at Gods right hand, - Jay your 
ſacrifices on this golden Altar 3 lay the whole ftrefs of 
your acceptance upon Chrilts meritorious intercefhon ; 
act faith on him- who mingles his fweet incenſe with 
your ſorry pertormances : Oh look after our Aaron,who 
15 gone into the Holy of Holies for us : Confider,fricnds, 
it would be fad with you if you were to be judged ac- 
cording to the belt ſecret duties that ever you perform- 
ed: It's good to have an injarged heart in ſecret, yet 
there's danger in jt, and it may undo vs, becauſe our 
naughty hearts-are apt to boalk of, and trult to our in- 
krgements ; therctgze tis Eetter, for, us ſornetimes ro 
be firaitned thak' contiditly infarged in ur Cloſer- 
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Prayers ;; This is that which hath made ſome ſay that 
thcir duties PAYEHlOns them more hurt than their in- 
ficmaties;: and the reaſon is plain, becauſe our corrupt 
hearts Are.ſo apt to-depend upon the former, when as 
we are daunted 3nd emptied, of our fclves by confider- 
ing the latter : | The Lord help us all ia this main buſt- 
nG of Prayer; yex this principal part of our religion, 
to depend wholly upoti the righteouſneſs and interce(- 
fion of. Jeſus” Chriſt 3 for atcefs* to, and acceptanice 
with God + Stiidy theſe Sctiptutes, Foh. 16, 23,24. 
EPbi3; 13- Heb. 4. 15, 16, 30.19, 20, 21, 22. Pbil. 
3, 18. The Gdſpel is fall of tliis, yea, this is the main 
Root on Relizion't' you arc not Chriſtians, unleſs 
you make Feborrgn yout righteouſneſs in-all you do, as 
well, as God your tiltimate end : You'l go away as the 
proud Phariſee wittiout 'acceptance, if you plead your 
inlargements with God : but if you come as the Publz- 
cax, pleading only Gods mercy and Chritts merits, you 
ſhall be*owned and crowned with ah1ndant incomes. 
. "There are alſo ſeveral 'other neceſſary Ingredicnts in 
all prayer, which T-might urge with reference to. this 
fury of ſecret Praytr,” as 1. A right underſtanding, 
I Cor. 14. 15. I will pray with: underſtanding : For 
blind ' devotion is. not./plzating to. God: 2. A fenfible 
' fecting of -our wants, . we muſt come weary and heavy 
Hden, Mae. 11.28, Preſſed with'the guilt of fin, pinch- 
ed. with wint of prace':* 4. Fervency of ſpirit, Famcs 
5. 17. ariſing from a.contideration of the necellicy and 
excellency vt what we delire, burning Zeal : 4. A reve- 
rent diſpoſition; Eccl. 3. 2. an utifeigned ab2ling of our 
ſves before him, fromthe ſenſe of his infinite Majeſty 
and vxir©wn indipnity: '5. Sccret petſiwaſions of pre- 
yup TTim. 2: 8. "grounded 'on Gols All-ſafficiency 
ane Fidelicy, though the ſoul be unworthy. ; '6, A, cha- 
ritable” dilpolition, torgiving others, Mat. 6. 14: bear: 
ing an endeared aff eidn eg alt Saints * "7. Bee 
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in-Prayer, holding on without ceflation, Epþ.6, 28+ Fol- 
lowing God in.the duty all our dayes : Such as thete 
conſticutive ingredients efſcntually requilite in: the duty 
of Prayer, I might urge; but muſt contrakt. . 


This 15 the ſecond lort of DireGions. 


CHAP. VI 


The circumſtances of Secret Prayer opened. 
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SECT. L 


He third head of Inſtructions concerning} Cloſet» 
Prayer, is the Circumſtances that attend it,, which 
may be a great furtherance or hinderance in this per- 
tormance. Theſe are four : $ He 


- 


I» \Places 

Referring "_ Poſtare. 

to the 3+ Seaſon. 
4. Voice. 


I ſhall but briefly touch at theſe, 

I. For the Place, 1 adviſe you to chuſe the moſt re- 
tired room, where you may he freeſt from diſturbance, 
that you may not: hear the noiſe :of the family er di- 
fixacting commotions of a tumultuous workd ;- be not 
curious. in the-choize of a place, fo itaccompliſh your 
end for ſecrecy or retirement 3 1i0.matter how homely 
it be, the {weetnels of the company: will compenface 
the meanre.s of the placez Lovers care not where:they 

Cz 2 meet, 


meet, ſo*they may conveniently be together : If you 
have not a convenient room within doors, yet a good 
Þeart will not diſdain togo-meet tits Beloved in any coat; 
or barn, or wood : Tſzac walkt out into the Ficlds to pray 
aid meditate: See you chuſe a private-place wherever it 
be, according to the nature of the duty, before opened 
to you 3 obſerve God's providence in diſpoling of you, 
and accept ſuch place as he (hall offer to you. 

2, For Poſture}, In general, ſee that you uſe an hum- 
ble geſture, there are examples-of ſeveral laudable ge- 
ftures in prayer z ſometimes we tind Saints ſtanding, or- 
dinarily kneeltng, {—_ torth their: hands, litnnyg 
up their eyes towards Heaven.z ſometimes prolirating 
the body all along upon the Earth betore the Lord 3 
you may do in this as you tind molt advantageous 1n 
your experience : no -univerſal rules can be given as to 
theſe particular circumſtancesz only fee that your Clo- 
fet-Prayers be with as much reverence as tf you were 
before others, confider, your bodies are Gods, and muli 
bepreſented asa facrifice-to God : He willb2 worſhip» 
ped with the outward as well as inward'man 3 you. can« 
not without dangerous f:criledge rob him ot cither ; 
Beſides, obſerve ic, there is both cvidence and allittancc 
in the bodies humble gefture; it is an help to- make 
you humble, and *tis a fign that you are humble z But 
on the contrary, an unſuitable fight and poſition of the 
body in Gods ſervice, is a ſad fiyn of an unhumbled 
foul, 'and hinders humiliation 5: 


Crogrenmus, nos 
Semnes nor ſub Fherefors though: you be never fo 


epaſpctiu Dei flare ; 


placentamet Divinis {olicary, yet remember, your Father 
ochlis & habits cor- 1m Heaven (ces you, Theretore as Cys 
ports & mods woeh ; 'priayy exhorts). let us conſider we 
«Pe $2129.,.9 0714's Rand under the preſenc2 ot (554; and 
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3. For the Seaſon, The Apoſtle ſaith 3 Pray continu- 
ally,or without ceaſing, yet there are ſome (as it were) 
canonical hours of Prayer, wherein a Chriſtian's difcre- 
tion mult interpoſe: only in this caſe, take the fitteſt 
{caſons for ſcoret Prayer, as when you are moſt at Ici- 
ſure from worldly buſineſs, moſt tree from company, 
lealt in danger of drouzineſs : Oh Chriſtians, if it be 
polkble, put not- oft yoursſ{ccret devotions toolong, till 
you go to bed; then, you are fitter tor reſt and ſleep 
than tor wreſtling with God on your knees : And then, 
tor the trequency, no certain rale can be given : David 
and Danicl prayed three times a day, 
MIraing, noon, and night: Noon-time 
was the ſixth hour, which was alſo 
2 _— Prayer, (A. 10.9.) othess alſo obſerved the 
ninth hour, which was three a clock __ 
11 the afternoon CHF. 3. 1+ ) Cer- o pe - - _=_ 
tainly the third hour, 3. e. nine in the 7 NV oy 
morning, was an hour of Prayer, { As 2. 15.) and fo 
was ev-ning, tix at night, ſay ſome. David adds a ſe- 
veath in Pſzl. 319. 164, Seven times a day will T praiſe 
thee, which may. only denote trequency in the duty : 
Eome of theſe may feem extraordinary caſes; The or- 
dinary ſ{caſ{ons the Saints have taken, kg , 
have been morning and evenin w_ YI... 
according, to the - uh {acrihce of on NE 30:13. 
Lamb at thoſe ſealons. Yn the morn- wi 
ing our ſpirits are freſh and lively : at evening we may 


find the by-paft.matters of the day, a fit occafion far + 
Prayer and Praiſe: it would do well to take Iſaac's fca- 
fon tor. devotion, even about ſun-ſet, or the ſhutting in 
of the day 3 but I ſhall noe coo peremptorily impaſe 
in theſe undetermined circumſtances, only cake that gs 
a__ rule, 2 Pet. 4-7. Watch wnto Prayer : That's the 
third, F 
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.. 4; For +be Voice, The articulate ſound of words is 


not abſolutely neceſſary in Prayer, and it may be not 


ſo convenicnt in, Clolet-Prayer, which (ſhould be ma- 
naged privately betwixt God and a mans, own foul,ap= 
proving the heart to God as ſole witnefle of his fince- 
rity 3 except through ſome extzfje and, firong motion 
of the affections, the {oul's detircs break out in the lips 
beyond/its firſt intentions: hk know, Mr. Fohn Carter, 
that eminent man of. God, d Phony uſe his voice 
' - .,. in ſecret prayer for theſe two reatons, 
P14; m— 1 Becauſe he found 1t an help to his at- 
te&ions, 2. Becauſe it was an example 


to his family : I muſt not therctore lay any necellity in - 


theſe variable circumſtances , only I humbly conceive, 
it ismoſt ſuitable to the nature ot Cloſet-Prayer, to per- 
form tt ſo as none-elle may take notice thereot ; Give 
me leave to mention a few 
Nam, ut impudentis eis Ult-. paſſages out of Cyprian to this 
 oribus ſirggere , its equr2 purpoſe, *tis a token of uns 
cdngruit veracundo modeſtiy, ampbehe innate y 
prectbas orare: Own Deus : } : pu &n C00 MAKE 
nan-ocks, {ed cordis andiror A noiſe with loud clamours, 
eſd; Ex Pakomoſt, 2uod An- but *tis moſt luitable to a mor 
zi m_proma Rego 49 Wis, geli (pirit, to pray with filent 
Ecelifpe typum portann,, cw» oxOnes, For Godiis the hearer 
flods: ep, ſexvat : Put Do P7 gn 
minin on clamoſa petitions, 128 of the voice, but of the 
fed tatite & modefle intra heart : He makes Hannah a 
ipſas pettorit lotebras preca*+| type of the Church, who 
bariy” 3 Loquebatw prece or= prayed not with clamo- 
out; Jed. man feda fide; ous petitions, but with work- 
ypr. Ser87. de Orat, Dom, . ; Ls 
P, 469. 910. -* ingaft&ions within the Jurk- 
by ;rng holcs. (as it were) ctiher 
breaſt; the ſpake. with hidden Ptayer, but manitcti 
taith ; So he. Fo 
Thus much: for cacumſtances of. Cloſct-Prayer:, 
wherein I am more ſhort and fhic in 1mpolting any 
thing on the people of God, which God hath lett free 
n1 is 
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in his Word : Onlyin general take notice, that chaugh 
accidental circumſtances'that' contern'A dury be:tmang- 
ble, yet by the wile ordering of thoſe circumftances, 
they will become ingular helps i in = OO 4-9-7 
duty, TS LLP 
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Drties concomitant to Cloſer- Prayer." 


4 HE aſt fort of duties bind direQions: concern 

ing Cloſet-Prayer, are ſuch/as axe to be ptati- 
{cd after the duty 15 p4rtormed, which I call cofilequient, 
Or concomitant duties. Thele are tour, | 


-#f *®* } 


1. Obſerving God's eppeareaickn ! , L221 
9-4 2, "7 1 2 | # ory 
IS" 9 ateng Jaitubly © *».0y þ E = al 
3. Waiting for returns. | 11 
+, COmmeceeng experiences. [ . —_ [ nil Þl 
&9 TYUO7 


1. When you have been before this Lots ” © Dloſes 
Prayer, obferve how God hatlr been'dealing Wth4opr 
hearts, thar yon may be ſairably difpoſtd andkiffttted> 
It the Lord hath with-drawtt* 7 AP Ftoin 21 teft 
you under hardnefs,” deadne(ſt; WRkrittiod, : vi 
tablenefſez you 2rc'to moriti' {6r"ie; inquire! thedguat - 
of it,-refle& tpir"yiur felyts, {what pull heres 
uptifi *conſeidi&©, Ywhich loparar&" betwi te: a@1 2f# 
your fouls : Andlied! (if -tirns permitY fall to'eagaeh, 
Vimefic' the fin';'"Be&' in gehwots in 'eonfelhon ;- make 
fironiger: etfohirlots Sethays all obſtaRi 10ns, Ht God 


and - your' fouls? tay! not be at? any 'diftanct; #eokbh 
freight, and 'mitke'! -* 


your TN friends; that 
G 4 you 


38 * Cloſet- Payer, 
you may meet friends the next time you go to him : It 
you find that God hath helped, melted, and graciouſly 
manifeſted himſelf to your ſouls, take ſpecial notice of 
at, record that for time to.come, flight not the leaſt ap- 
pearances' of God, own him in, praiſe him for theſe 
{weet maniteſtations of his love: Learn this Iefſon even 
of Hzgar the bond-woman : when (he was in a folita- 
Ty Wilderneſſe; the Anpel of the Lotd comforts her, 
tells' her God had heard her affliction, ſhe was with 
child, her ſeed ſhould+be multiptied, ſhe” in an anſwera- 
ble return to God for his kindneſle, (ets an Aﬀeriſin of 
Obſervatjon. upon the place, as a memorial of God's 
ſeeing, and looking after her, So the well was called Beer- 
4a-bai-roz; i. e.the' Well of: hin that liverh, and feetl2 
me, Gen- 16. 13, 14+ Thus do you; think and think a- 
gain; Qh, who, or whar am I, that God ſhould look 
after me, or take notice of me in this deſolate ftate and 
Place! I ſhall remember this time of love whilctt I lives 
in ſucha room I met with God, ſuch.a Chamber or C 0- 
ſet was a Bethel,a Mount Nebo,a Sycomore-tree, where | 
beheld my: Feſws, and took a bleiſed view of the prom » 
fed lJand..— Thus Chriſtians, refle& upon,and recoll.ct 
your experiences in Gods preſctice 3 which niay be ©! 
uſe unto you alt your daies, ' - © - -- 1 
+ &Lft your cariages at all times beſutable tayour cloſe: 
prayerilet it appear that you are wholly,devoted to (309: 
erols.not yourprayers with your practules,pray much. 8 
a +: Letit appear you haye been with God, thu: 
youhaye been drawing your influences from the ſpring- 
heads: walk: with wen as thoſe that walk with God: Les 
the {m6Hang favour of yourheavenly converſings break 
forth:1y' your gracigus exprethons, and cxemplary;con- 
verfations : Live.not after the ordipary, rate of profef- 
fors: ;A$, yqur heart is God-wards, ſo tet. your light-be 
Men-wards, that .they- may fcc your, good. works, and 


glorifie God 3, Carry ſomething dur pf yous Cloſets, 
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that may hold forth the word of life and work of grace; 
. be able to {ay in works what David ſpeaks in words, Pf. 
119.55,56. After he had faid, He remembred Gods name 
#1 the night, he adds, This I had, becauſe T kept thy\pre- 
cepts ; He te]!s ct what it was, but certainly ſomething 
It was, worth having : Poſhbly, it was ſome ſtrength 
to obey the will of God, ſome power over a corruption: 
Oh Chriſtians, let your actions demonfirate what you 
get in Gods preſence : What a fin and ſhame is it, when 
perſons do that morally that Moſes did literally, Even 
come down trom the mount, and break the tables of 
God's Law, as ſoon as they arc off the place? Oh how 
fad is't fog a ſoul co come down from Cloſet-prayer, and 
be proud, patlionate, envious, or covetous ? And qb- 
ſerve it; then you are moft in danger ; for then doth 
92tay tempt molt , and. your hearts are then moſt 
a & to be ſecure, conceited, and carnally confident, as 
tnough you had.done enough, and might, now fit down 
and take your caſe: And having ſweat at duty, and ſud- 
&cnly cooling, the gracious ſoul doth contract a dange- 
Tous ſurtejt, and tall into 2 langniſhing condition: Be 
.J<2!ous therefgre.of your fclves when you have been 
.with God in ſecret, and have an eye-upon. the deyil,who 
Is like a cheater. who (ſtrikes in with a young heir, when 
hs hath newly received his rents, and never leaves him 
{1 he hath caſed hjm of his money : Oh now walk wa- 
rily and watchtally, conſider where you have been, and 
do nothing contrary to your communion or profeliogs 
Let it never be jaid of you as {ame are apt to {ay, I won- 
der what ſuch perlons do ſo much alone ! unleſs hey li- 
. ved better, and carried themſelves after another oxder: 
they pretend devotion, but there's little ſeen in their 
converſation, they wll talk as vaigly, live as wantonly, 
be as hard and talle in their way of trading, and. be as 
proud, ſcorriful, pertidious and injurious as others are ; 
Ah Chriftians, ler,at never be faid-thus; at kaft give no 


- Occalion 


$0 
peeaion of ſuch ſpeeches : Let the' world ſee, your 
Pta rs have fome efficacy 3 that you get ſome (irength 
In dattes' which you'lay out in your practices. 


'Elbet-Pzayer, - 
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Further dutigs after Cloſet-Prayer. 
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3. A Nother duty after you have been' with God in 


'"£ A ſecret, is, To expe a feaſonable return ; Stand 
= raph ry watch, hearken what God will ſpeak 3 Unt» 


thee, ſaith David, mill T dire& my Prayer, and will look 


#p,.P(21. 5.3. So do you : Chriſtians, look-up to ſee 
what becomes of your Prayers, obſerve what anſwers 
Gd gives in. It is an unmannerly mecking another, 
(Pilate-Jike) to ask a queſtion and expe no anſwer:and 
15 not this a groſs foloeciſm in Religion, to ſpeak many 
things'to God, and expe no return? *Tis certainly a 
great fault among Chriftians, to pray and pray, and ne- 
ver to conſider or gather up the truits ef -Prayer : .Is it 
not a ſtrange piece of folly, for men tobe alwayes ſow- 
Ing,- ahd never tolook for an harveſt? Surely Chriſti- 


ans, have more harveſts than they ate aware of : There- | 


fore, Sirs; obferve how you reap, take {pecial notice of 
ny thitig that looks ltike'a Returw'of' Prayer 3 examine 
re throuphly, gather ſomerhirtg ori of ie, catch at what 
erties fin theKing of Heaven, as Benhadad's (ervants 
did by the. King of T/rgels words 7 -and-it there be but 
at! hitie, lay it up, "make much of it, miprove it, praiſe 
God torir, and hope” for more : -It is the negligence or 
tnwattantable modeſty of ſome” Chriſtians , to think 
that they can expe no fruit of 'therr-Prayers, -betauſe 
of the imperfe&tion_'of their duties;, forgetting: Gods 
Sracious Promiſe to upright-hearted/ (cekers , by re 
mecmbring his ſh1& Jafttce to ſack as- ſeck him not = 
the 
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the due order : But firs, you muti-o be humble, as atfo 
to believe, ſo deny: your own righteouſneſs, a5atorts 
improve Chrilts intercetizon z you- are to renounce 'all 
conceits :of merit in your ſelves, and yet look np for 
mercy from God. God hath graciouſly annexcd his pro» 
mile of acceptance to the pertormance of the conditions 
and if God have affifted you to pray right for the 
main, you may expect his audience; -— 

for, God is taithtul' and mercitu], : on 9, 

both in forgiving our iniquities, and : | 
giving; us mercies; Gods anſwers are larger than out 
askings 3 when we truly pray tor a piece of bread, God 
giveth a whole acre of Land ; as:Lather faith, and rells 
us, That when his wife was fck, he 
prayed to God that ſhe might live : 
{o faith he ,. He 'not only granted 
that requeſt, but alfo therewitivhe hath given us a goods 
ly Farm at Zolſderf, .and thereto hath blefled us with a 
fruitful year. Inttances of this fort are-endleſs ;)Fhere's 
never a fincere Prayer loſt God: always gives: 10 re+ 
turns,:-only we <cither do not obſerve cr miltake their 
and loſe the comfort of them : An anſwer of: Prayer 
doth not alwayes:come in the way we exped itz we 


Luth. Collog. wenſ. 
fol. 245. 


' look for-it at the forte-door:. and it comes 11 at: the back» 


docr, and while we are ſtill expecting the friend we 
look for, he 1s in tho houſe ; the mercy we defired is 
received, only it comes in a way we thought nor..of 
and are therefore apt to overlook it : Therefore:take 
need of confining God to your way or limiting him to 
Your time; That's the third, | $46 L 

4+ Communicate your experiments : And hereby 
commend this duty to othets : Thus David, Come, faith 
be, 'and. I will declare 'what be bath dove for my\ſoul 3 
Pſal: 66. 16. This poty man cryed., and the Lord heatd 
him, Pſal. 34. 6. — Do you. as 1 have done,-and'you 
thallfpced as I have ſped: Do not miſtake this : 1 would 
not 


92 Clolet-Pzaper, 
not, fave you tell every one when you .go to Cloter. 
Prayer, or when you have beenat it (that's a Phariſai- 
cal blowing a Trumpet) but you muſt, at forne times, to 
fuch perſons as you can conhide in, or that.you have ſome 


grounded hopes of doing, good to, tell them your ex- | 
periences, for theit direqion and incouragement 3 1n | 


this caſe, acquaint them-how God 1s wont to deal with 
your hearts, what good you have found trom God in 
that duty, and you queftion not but upon'a conkcien- 
tions uſc thereof they may find the like advantage: And 
this would be of Gngular .uſe 3 for hereby. they kave 
not only a rule for it, but the exemphtying of it in a 
Precedent; and we know Examples are ot a prevail- 
ng nature : Eſpecially, {ce that you-put your tamilie: 
vpon this practice z Oh what a bleſfed thing were nt, it 
Every perſon in ſeveral rooms of the Houſe were at 
work with God in ſecret Prayer ! How bravely would 
that houſe be pertumed ? How well would the-Trade of 
gollineſ(s thriv-?Surely ſuch anHouſe were a more bleſſed 
bauritul edifice than any Princes Palace under Heaven 
Ir's the diſpoſition of: Goſpel-penitents to mourn every 
family apart,husbands & wives apart,Zech.12.11,12.And 
of gracious fouls,” #9 be like Doves of the valleys, every one 
mourning for bis iniquity, E2e.7.16. There maſt be joynt= 
Prayers and ſeparated Prayers together and apart :* Let 
not Chriſtians be content :to find Chriſt in a Corner for 
themſelves, but let them do what they can that others 
allo-may enjoy him : this was the frame of the Church 
or believing Soul, Cant. 3. 4+ When fhe hid found bim, 
Theld him, \{uith the, and would not let him go, wail 
7 hi4 brought him int» my Mothers houſe, i e. into 
more publick affemblies : And truly, Chriſtians, that 
man hath not found Chriſt at all that would not haye 
all ochers to find him 3 Oh, thinks the Chriſtian xn his 
retmrement; that others did but feel and injoy what my 
foul hath ſweet experience of, would to God, my Hus- 
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band, Wife, Brother, Father, Child, Neighbour, would 
buc ery this courle a while; Oh what advantage would 
they get by it ? Though I eat theſe ſweet morſels alone, 
yet tai would I have others to pazxtake with me + Ta 
things of this world, perſons are apt tof grudge others 
any benefit by what they have ftoln, trom others a views 
but in ſpiritual advantages there's no envy, and if there 
be, it proceeds not from Grace, but from corrupt Na- 
turez the more grace the leſs envy 3 and when envy 
1s gone, perſons wilt be communt- 
cative. Take away envy, and mine 
is thine, and thine is minez true 
Grace or Charity is kiud, exvieth not, 1 Cor. 13. 4. Now 
this Iam perſwading to, that they that have found 
Chriſt would be fo charitable to fouls as to communi- 
catethe knowledge of him, andthe way to enjoy him, 
unto others: Thus doth Andrew come to Simon, and 
Philip to Nathaniel, and both of them were (as a mari 
tinding a jewel, and cannot contain) overjoyed, and 
cry Out [ wen, even ] I have found him, We have 
found the Meſſias, Foh. 1.41, 45- And when the poozr 
woman of $amaria had been privately couverſing with 
Jeſus, down ſhe threw (at leaſt, lett behind her) hee 
water-pot, axd all m haſte went to the City, and ſaid ts 
the men, Come ſee a mau which told me ll things that e- 
rer I did,” Is not this the Chriſt ? Fob 4. 28, 29, Thus 
do you, firs; promote and propagate this choice duty, 
commend it unto others pratice 3 and {o you may be 
inſtruments of good. 


Tolle invidiam, mee 
tua ſunt & tua mea, 


__— -Clolet-Pzayer, 


CHAP. VII. 


Concerning the matter or words of Prayer. 
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Here 1s one thing yet remains, which it may be ex+ 
 *pected fomething . ſhould be ſpoken to and that 
15, The matter in praying, or words of Prayer, Whe- 
cther4t be lawtul or requiſite to uſe a form or no ? Moſi 
Videas Ameſ, Caf Judge, that as forms are lawful 3, fo 
Conſe 6b; 4. c. 17. 8. preſcript words, may be requiſite to 
190. tome young, beginners in Religion, 
| and other Chriſtians of weak parts 
that cannot exprels their defires to God in fit words, to 
help their rudeneſs, yet Chriſtzans ought to prels after 
more growth and proficiency, that they may lay afide 
thoſe Crutches, and arrive at that gift of Prayer, that 
may be of ſingular ule: As tor Clo- 
ſet-Prayer, Dr. Hammond doth al- 
ſert it, that every one may ask his 
own wants in what form of words he ſhall think ft :; 
And indeed all particular caſes incident and variable, 
can ſcarce he comprehended in one conſtant torm : bc- 
tides, in ſecret Prayer, God doth not fo-much ſtand up- 
on phraſcs or pat ſentences, as the workings of the heart 
in lighs and groans, which are the beſt Rhetorick in his 
ears: It's inquired, Whether we may ute: the Lords 
Prayer? I anſwer, we may uſe it as other prayers 1n 
Scripture z but, I conceive, the principal end ot 1t, 15 
not to be rehearſed every time we pray, but an exam- 
plesplatform, or direory, according to the contents 
whereot we mult dircCt our prayers, 
Theze- 
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Therefore for; the further help of young protelſarsgh 
ſhall bricfly touch at the ſeveral branches O Ma 
rable compendious rule of Prayer. you have 1m Mat, &. 
ver. 9. tov. 14. And the rather becauſe it may ſeem, to 
refer chiefly (though not only.) to. Cloſet-deyotion : 
what I ſhall ſay to'it may be a pratical analy{ang of. it, 
in its ſeveral parts and branches. "4 

1. For the preface, Our Father which art in, Heaven, 
You may thus make uſe of it : Infinite and Erernal Ma- 
jcty, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, who dwelleſt, in 
the higheſt Heavens, and wr the loweſt hearts,. who 
{ceſt all things here below, and art a God that heareft 
prayers3 Iam a poor worm at thy foot-ſtool, Iogking 
up to the Throne of thy Grace 3, caſt a Fatherly eye.up- 
on me, and though I be by Nature a Child of wrath, 
yct through Jefus Chrift' make me thy child by Grace 
and Adoption, teach me to cry Abba Father, with holy 
reverence and filial confidence, raiſe my heart to Hea- 
ven, beget in me Faith in thy promiles, love to my bre- 
thren, and due apprchenfions of thy Soveraign power, 
and gracious condeſcention ;- that” praying by' the help 
of thy Spirit, in the name of thy. Son, I may obtain 
good at. thy Fathcrly hands.” Secondly for the Pec- 
titions. 

1.Petition, Hallowed be thy Nizmie ; Thus, O, my God, 
I have diſhonoured thee all my days by my ignorance, 
pride, hardneſs,and unthankfulnefs,and I am unapt and 
unable to glorific thee, but do thou glorifie thy ſelf in 
my convertion-and ſalvation : help me to know and a- 
dore thee, to make an high account of thy titles, attrj- 
butes, ordinances3 to believe thy word, admire thy 
works, in mercy or judgment ; heIp me with ſpiritual 
thoughts becoming my holy profcthon , with divine 
lips. ſpeaking gaod of thy Name,. and a ſuitable con- 
verſation to walk before the Lord : . Kfoly God, deltroy 
Athciſm, Ignorance, Idolatry, and Profancucſs; magui- 

; ce 


wt Clofet-Prayer; 
fie thy Name through'the Wotld ; and direct and dil. 
poſe_all things to the advanicement of thy glory, by 
yo dvet-ruſing providence , and thy infinite wil- 

Om. | | 
_ 2. Petition, [ Thy Kingdom come : ] Thus improve 
It : Lord, I mult confeſs, that by nature I am dead in 
ſin, and a bond-ſlave to the Prince of darkneſs, who 
rules in my heart, and leads me captive by ignorance, 
errour, difobcdichce 3 but do thou, by the power of thy 
grace, caſt out the ſtrong, man, take poſſellion of my 
heart ; ſway thy bleſſed Scepter in me, bring my. whole 
man to abedience, deſtroy Satans kingdom, propagate 
the Goſpel among all Nations, purge thy houſe, tur- 
niſt thy Church with officers, orders, and pure ordti- 
nances 3 make Kings nurſing Fathers to it, convert 
finners, confirm Saints, comfort the fad ;*haſten thy 
ſecond coming to judgement, and the bleſſed King- 
dom of Glory. _ LONG | > 
3- Petition, | Thy will be done in Earth as it 3s in 
Heazei |} Thus, Holy Majeſtic, I acknowledge my na- 
cural ignorance of thy will, impotcncie to obey it, yea, 
enmity and antipathy againſt it z my beſt ſervices are 
impertect, my ſpirit repining under thy hand,jand my 
will wiltully reſiſting grace, and ruſhing into {in but 
Dear Lord, inform my mind, conquer my will, ordex 
ry affe&tjons ſweetly th comply with thy mind 3 teach 
me to do thy will in obedience, make me content with 
thy will concerning me in every providence; beget in 
me thoſe heavenly diſpoſitions that are in the glorious 
Angels, and glorified Saints, that with humility, chear- 
fulneſſe, diligence and faithfulneſſe, zeal, fincerity and 
conſtancy, I may be actively and' paſfively at thy diſ- 

=... ES it 
: 4. For that. Petition, | Give xs this day our daily 
bread; | Say mn this manner ; Heavenly Father, I mutt 
confeſs, that by ty wretched apoltacie in 4dam, I have 
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loſt my right to.every morſel of bread, and deſerve not 
to breath in thy air, or tread on thy earth ; my finhath 
put a curſe and fting into every comfort, I can obtain 
nothing by my induſtric, yet am prone to deſire, gee, 
and uſe thy mercics unlawfully 3- thy blefhing is only 
the ſtaff of my bread, help me to wait on thy provj- 
dence in a moderate uſe of lawful means give me a 
competencie of outward comforts, thy bleſhing in the 
uſe thereof, and contentment therewith z and, above 
all, a right thereto in Chriſt , and prevent needlefle 
cares and fenſual delights. 

5- As to that petition, | Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debters: | Thus plead it 3 Lord, I am wo- 
tully guilty of original and aCtual fin, and am there- 
by a debter. to divine juſtice : I owe millions, and can- 
not pay the leaſt farthing, therefore deſerve to be caſt 
into the dark dungeon of eternal torments3 but, dear 
Lord, thou haſt found a ranſome who ſtands in man's 
ſtead to. be ſurety for him, O accept me in thy beloved 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, waſh away my fins in his blood, cloath 
my naked foul with his glorious robes, give me favin 

* faith to embrace him upon his own terms, free my ſou 
trom guilt and puniſhment of fin, pardon my daily 
failings, and ſeal an acquittance.,in my conlcience,which 
_ me I do freely torgive all offences againſt my 

| clt. 

| 6. The laſt petition | And lead us not into temptation, 

, bit deiiver from evil | you may render thus : Lord, it 

were righteous with thee to leave me to be affaulted 

6 and conquered by Satan, my fouls cruel enemiez my 

I | heart is growing wanton, proud, and careleſs, apt to 

Þ thruft my fclt into temptations, but unable to reliſt or 
overcome them : thou mailſt juſtly bring me into occa- 
{rons and-/leave me. to my ſclt therein.z but oh. my God, 
keep my toul from being tempted, or athft me 18 the 

vc ur of temptation, os recoyer me out of my foils and 


falls 
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falls; ſanc&tifie my Nlips, make my ſtanding ſurer in thy 
ſtrength, tread Satan under my teet. congucr the world 
for me, crucihe me unto the wer'd. ſubdue my fiſh 
within, and in due time take my foul above all fins 
and ſnares, into thine nmmcdiate preſence. 

And then ſhut up all with ſuch like words as theſe 
on that concluſion, | For thine zs the Kirglom, the Pow- 
er and the Glory, for ever, Amen : | Oh my God, I am 
unworthy thou thouldit grant my petitions for any 
thing in my ſelf; all my arguments in Prayer, and 
grounds of acceptance I tetch trom thy fclt : Thou 
haſt a Kingdom of Grace, and Throne of Grace, from 
whence thou heareſt prayers, and diſpenſett bleliings3 
all the Power is in thine hands, to give and forgive, 
to kill or make alive, and che Glory thall be thine, if 
thou hear my Prayer : and bleſſed be my God, tor all 
my mercies. I aſcribe to thee, and the: alone, eter- 
.nal lcveraigntic, omnypotencie, and 54 orious excellen- 
cie, which as I deſire al! may be given to God, {o I am 
humbly ewboldened by Faith to ret upon. thy power 
and promiſe, that in du? time thou wilt hear my re- 
gueſts; And as a token ot that my dctire and conh- 
dence, my. {nl duth eccho torth, Amen, Even fo be 
If, 

Thus1 have given you an hint from the Lords-Pray- 
£r, of dircCtions tor the matter of our prayers. I ſhall 
but propound another S-ripture-Inttance concerning 
Arguments i Praycr. 


Mm 


Sec. II. 
Ah example, from Jacob, of pleading with God. 


0 D-would h:ve his people converſe with him'tn 
a7 clonal way, and Gods children have made ue 
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of many pleas in Praycr, which they have produced in 
vehement Expoſtulations, as we may hnd ſprinkled up 
and down in Scripture, as Moſes, Nebemiah, Ezra, and 
Danicl, in their approaches to God: and above all, 
David through the book of Pſalms is exceeding tull this 
way. But I hall paſs by the reli, and fx only upon one 
Scripture-inſtance, and the rather becaulc it was a ſe- 
cret or {olitary prayer (of which.we are now ſpeaking :) 
and there are notable Pleas therein, which may poth- 
bly ſuit our condition 3 therefore I ſhall briefly touch 
the parts of it, and recommend it to our imitation * Tt 
15 that of good Facob (who was trained up in this holy 
Art of wreltling with God) in Gen- 32. 9, 19, I, 12. 
His plea's there may be reduced to thele ten Heads. 

1. He makes uſe of ſuitable Titles of God, he calls 
him Lord or Fehovah;which denotes Gods ſelf-exiſtence, 
and giving Being or exittence to the promiſes, in firſt 
making them, and then making them good. Thus. do 

ou 3 ny raiſe in your hearts ſuitable apprehenſions 
of God, and let your expretſions be anſwerable; tell 
God, he is an infinite, omniſcient, omnipotent Majeſty, 
able to do beyond what you can ask Or think, and thar 
you neither nced nor deſire any more than what his al- 
mighty power can «fe : tell him, if All-ſufficiency 
cannot ſupply you, youare content to go unſped z but 
you queſtion neither his hand nor heart 3 you are ſure 
he both can and will help his Children in their need ; he 
will make good with his hand, what he hath ſpoken with 
his mouth, tor he is Fehovah. es kt 

2. He pleads Covenant-relation to God. O. God of 
my Fath-r Abraham, and God of my Father Iſgac, and 
{ my God! this is an admirable plea : it God,own 2 
ſoul in a Covenant-relation,he will certainly do it goods 
though his grace be tree, yet when God hathchoſen a 
{oul tobe his, he hath (as it were), ingaged himſelf to 
own itz now ke hath laid his trath to pledge. Thus 
H2 _ then 
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then-a'foul may plead, -Lord thou haſt been my Fa- 
thers God, and wilt thou not be my God ? And walt 
thou berry God, and with-ho'd ſuch a mercy from me? 
My Anceſtors found grace in thy fight, and obtained 
thoſe very good thihgs I am craving; and am not I un- 
der the very ſame Covenant with them? Are not'pro- 
miſes the fame ? Is there not the ſame Mediator ? Lord, 
E come to thee in a Covenant-relation for a Coveaant- 
mercy, and wilt thou deny me ? | 

- Heplcads a warrant for his undertaking, appcal- 
Ing to God that he was in his wav, faying, The Lord 
which ſaidft unto me, Return unto thy Country + Oh with 
what incouragement may the ſoul plezd tor athltance 
and protection, that is in Gods way and work; accord: 
Tng to his own appointment ? Thus then plead, Lord, 
haft not thou ſer meabout this work ? Haſt thou not gt- 
ven me a charge to do whatTI do? Have I nota plain 
politive Scripture-warratit to bind my conſcience? I 
dare not do otherwiſe : T may ſay, If Ibe deceived,thou 
haſt'decerved me, but I am fare, plain Texts are no 
cheats, 1 cannot otherwiſe underſtand ſach a Command: 
and oh my God, fitice thou haſt thus ingaged me in thy 
wotk, wilt thou-ſuffer me to miſcarry therein? 
"4. He pleads a particular promiſe, I will deal well 
with thee Surely a.comprehenfive word, containing in 
it aſl that Fatob wanted. Thus muſt a Chriſtian ſearch 
the Scriptures, ger hold of a promiſe, ſpread it before 
theLord; whether for ſpiritual grace, inward comfort, 
cr outward ſupply, as thus : Lord, I nd a promiſein 
frich a nlice, to a perſon in my vcry caſe, pat. and per- 
tinenr to my very condition, as if it had been calculated 
purpoſelyfor me in this junfture; now Lord, make it 
gvodto my Soul, and Sced 3 thou haſt made it good to 
others in my ſtate, and why not tome? Am not Ian 
heix.. of 'promilt? And muſt not *Þ have a ſhare 
therein . 
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5. Facob lays himſelf under the ſenſe of his 6wn un- 
worthineſs, IT am ot worthy, faith he; of the leaſt of a1! 
thy mercies. This is the property and <xcellency of a 
Saint, to nullihie humlelt, and Omnitie God, as I may fo 
ſiy : thus Abraham m1 his pleading calls himſelf duftand 
aſhes, and the Centarion judged himfelt not worthy 
that Chriſt ſhould come under his roof. Thus then, a- 
baſe thy ſelf. Lord, I am not worthy to enjoy any com- 
'mon mercy,not fit to lift up mine eyes to thee, leſs than 
the: leaſt of thy mercies ; behold I am vile, - I'am not 
cnly deliitute ot merits, but full of demerits. Hell is 
my delert, I can challenge nothing as mine but ſin; and 
thetruits thereot 3 Lord, I condemn my felt, do not thou 
condemn me, and catt me from thee, 
6.” He is atte&ed with Gods faithfulneſs in the-per- 
formance of his promiles 3 acknowledging the tritth of 
God (hewed to his fervant. There is mercy in Godsmn- 
king a promile to Abrabam, Mic. 7. 20.-truth m maki 
it.good-to Facoh. Well then, with Facob,thus plead: Lord, 
*ras'true, there was-nothing of deſert in me tÞ engage 
thee; cither to make or keep thy gracious promiſe, but 
-fure; the word'1s gone from thee,yea #nd notwithſtand- 
ing all my treachery and-unfaithfulneſs thou haſt kept it 
to-this day: Oh keep it ſti]! it depends wholly on thee; {ct 
-not my vanity alter the courſe 6t thy mercy; but par+ 
:don and accept as thou haft done frm my Agypr until 
NOW i | 
7. Facob further recounts his former meannels, his 
low condition: With my taff- I paſſed o-or this. Ford un, 
I came hither ina poor conten:prible mann2r, 2 forry 
pilgrim : thus do you plead, Truth it is, Lord,thy-grace 
is abſolutely tree; there was neither 'wit nor wezlrh to 


"move thee to do what thou haſt done - I -can remember 


'thetime when 1 was as ſorry and filly a creature, - as was 
- mall the Countrey 3 there was no-capacity in me to do 


- thecany'remarkable ſervice, thou didR not ſet thy love 


H 3 | upon 
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upon me for any natyral or moral accompliſhments,even 
ſo Father becaulC it pleaſed thee: and wilt thou now 
forſake me? Thou mighteſt have done that at caſhier 
TAtEs. Foxes 1 
S. Here's Facob's Stone of memorial for by-paſt and 
preſent mercics, Now, ſaith he, I am become two bands 3.0 
two great companics of wives, children, ſervants,flocks, 
herds; I may ſay, Theſe where had they been ? "Tis 
firange toſce pcor worm Facob thus rich, oh the bounty 
of God ! So do thou ſay, Lord take notice what thou 
haſt done for me, muſt all this be in vain ? Wilt thou 
throw-away theſe good things ? Wilt thou not rather 
crown theſe gitts- with continuance of thy kindneſs ? 
Wilt thou return to do me hurt. atter thou haſt done me 
all this good ? Doſt thou not remember my convictions, 
conſolations 3 my tears, tears, doubtings, retreſhments ? 
Oh the paſſages of love betwixt rhee and me! Shall Ibe 
the grave of theſe mercies? Lord forget me not. 
9, Here's his ſen{e'ot approaching danger, Delzver me, 
41 pray tbee, from tbe hand of my Brother — for 1 fear him, 
&c. \, A Brother offended is harder to. be won than a 
ſtrong City. -Facob's danger was a ſpur to his Prayer. 
A pwiſucd Hart runs fait tor ſhelterz. fo do thou, Soul, 
whenatraid 3 flic to the Loxd, and ſay, Oh my God, I 
have deadly enemies, within, without 3 my caſe is for 
lorn, 7 6 > I havenone to run to; but thy felt; 
Haſt not thou ſaid, that iz thee the fatherleſs find mercy? 
Other retuge tails me, no man cares tor my foul : Lord 
relieve,  dcliyer this finfal wretch,, elfc I go down intv 


. > 


the pit. | 


10. Once more, doth Facob plead the promile, and 


inlarge the granted Charter : Thou ſaid(t; 1 will ſurely do 
#hce good, and make thy ſeed as the ſand of the Sea: Thus 
do you ; fill ſeck out, fuck {ſweetneſs trom, and put'm 
ſuit the promiſes by .carneſt prayer: In this manner 3 

Lord, hatj thou not promilſcd an heart of flgth, a —- 
V.* 4%. Hf ol ; cn 
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kenheart? Why thea- is my hearc hardened from thy 
fe:r ? Dott chou «ot tay, thou wilt give chy holy Spirie 
to them tht ask it ? This Lord, I want, tobe a fpirit 
of truth and illumination, a lpirit of prayer and fuppli> 
cation, a ſpirit of grace and {:n&tihcation; and of > 
tisfaction ; Oh beſtow this mercy upon me: Doſt thou 
nat promile to take away my iaqiuities by pardoning 
Grace for thine own Nate fake? And to ſubdue my cor- 
rup:ion,and increaſe grace, and bring me to glory? Lord, 
remember thy word unto thy ſervant, in which thou 
haſt cauſcd me to truſt : | 

Thus much, for helps in pleading with God, and for 
that uſe of Inſtruction. ' . 


— 


— __4 —— et. 


CH A P. VII. 
An Vſe of Exhortation, urged. 


ys n—_— a ————_—_—_—G<_ 
SECT. I. 


*AelaſtUfe ts for Exhortation, to put us on to the 
performance of this ſweet duty of Cloſet- Prayer : 

My beloved friends, 1 beſcech you ſuffer the word of 

Exhortation: yoa fee the work before you, you (ce 2 
- plain Scripture-warrant for it, you have heard many 
Inſtances of Scripture-patterns, you ſee the manner of 
the performance 3 let nonenow plead ignorance, or look 
upon 1t as needleſs, or make excuſes or evaſions. Is'it 
not equal and reafonable ? Is it not worth the while to 
converſe with your God in a Corner? Look over the 
reaſons of the Do&rine, and ſee if there be not foms 

weight inthems A 
| H 4 But 
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- But, beſides thoſe, I ſhall propound to you theſe ex- 
poltulatory Motives. 


1. Would you not be ſuch as make conſcience of eve- 


ry commanded duty? You are no real Saints, unleſs you 
have relpe&to all Gods Commandments,” Pſal. 119. 6. 
If you pick and chuſe in your obedience,you arg hollow- 
hearted hypocrites: And can you deny this to bea du- 
ty? And will you fland dodging with God ? Muſt he 
raze this Sentence out of the Bible, to humour your con- 
ceits and ſloth? Isnot Cloſct-Prayer a Chriſtian duty ? 
Dare you argue againſt it ? Out of what Topicks will 
you fetch your Arguments? And db you acknowledge 
It to be a duty, and will not practiſe it ? Your own 
mouths will condemn you : W hat needs any more Wit- 
neſſes ? But if you be real Saints, I dare fay, you do ap- 
Prove of it; and pradtiſe it ſomctimes ; and why are 
you not conſtant in your obedience? Is it not the pro- 
perty of a Saint to'do righteouſneſs at all times ? Pſa. 


106, 3. Oh conſider. this, and do not <ither neglect a 


commartd-ox omit this known duty... -\ 

2, *Would you not have the truth of grace cleared up 
myonrieunls? Surely, there's ne-Chritinn but would 
arrive at Afſurance ; and this is one way to evidence lin- 
cerity, being much with God in ſecret duty : As he 
grieves truly that grieves without 
witncls 3 ſo thoſe religious a&ings 
arc moſt evidential of: grace; that arc 
leaſt obvious to the view of men; and whereby a Chri- 
ſitan' approves his heart, only to the heart-ſearching 
God: Here's the true Tſraclite that 
can, with Facob, converſe with God 
alone, and ſeeks his praiſe, not of men, but of, God : Ob- 
{erve it, a Chrittian ordinarily hath not that comfort in 
aduty expoſed to others view, which he hath in that he 
pcrtorms betwixt God and his own Soul : For, there's 
moſt danger of ſelfiſhneſs in the former, and more {elt- 
SW AR. 4/20 ol | denial 


ho 


Ilte do'ct were qui fi-* 
ne tefle dolct. 


Rom, « 28: 


| 


A Chziltjan Duty. 10g 
denial in the Jatter : The wind of applanſe may blow 
men far in a_ creditable performance, but humility and 
tincerity is molt evident in ſecret Appeals to God : Con- 
fider this, Chriſtians, you run to Sermons, Miniſters, 
good Books, and take much pains to try your fate by 
marks and ſigns, make txyal of this more compendious 
courſe to clear your ſtate z be much with Go in Clo» 
{ct-Praycr. | 

3. Would you not be found in the practice of the 
power of godlincſs ?- Oh then fall clofſs to Clotet-Pray- 
&r ;. Alas, firs, hearing Scrmons, reading Scriptures,dil- 
curſing religiouſly, praying in the family, may be done 
only for taſhion ſake, and the perſon (hat doth them, 
may have no more than the form of godlincls ; Miftake 
me not, I do not condemn the pra&tice oi theſe, nor 
them that do them, as fornualifts tor that : God forbid, 
they are Scripture duties, but the outward part of theſe 
may be done withoug the power of godlinefs, but to 
ſtruggle witha man's gwn heart, to wietile with God 
In a Corncr, to mcditate and give up a mans {elf to theſe 
duties,, as in the preſcuce of God 3 oh, this ſhews fome- 


. thingof the power.of grace, and lite of holineſs. This 
| ts heart-work, and that's hard work, coſily duties, ipis 


ritual excrcifes, which/is more than to offer God thou- 
ſands of Rams, or a fixlt-korn, Son : David would not 


_ offer that. to God that, colt himnothing 3 and ſtall we 


| becontent with the.ordinary dutics which may be con- 


litent with an eafie plodding, formality ? IT 
4. Would yon not have your hearts calcd under prel- 
ſing burdens? Are you in love with your ſorrows 2 
would you not be rid of them? Bcheld, I ſhew unto you, 
aa excellent way to get caſe, which.1s a recourſe to God 
in ſecret Prayer! I have heaxd ſome precious Chrifijans 
ſay, that when any thing hath lyen upon their hearts, 
ready to overwhelm. them, they have run to God in a_ 


corner, and there have left their load, and thence have. 


gone; 


=, © 
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gone, with good Flannah, and have been no more [ad : 


And experience tells us, that when any prelling aMidti- 


on lies upon us, it we can unboſom our ſelves to an inti- 
mate fricnd, though nor a word of counſel or comfort 
paſs from him 3 yet that opening of our hearts doth 
caſe, as vomiting doth an oppreſſed Romack. And hence, 
faith Fob, I will ſpeak that'T may be refreſhed : And 
Scripture backs this, .in Phil. 4. 6. Be careful in nothing, 
but in every thing make your requiſts known to God, and 
unload your carcs and tears into the boſom of God : but 
how ? Why. by Prayer and Supptication in Thanksgiving : 
lay your load on God by Prayer, and he will bear it. 
* . 5. Would you not obtain to!dnefſs in acceſs to God, 
and familiarity with him ? Oh, go often to God in Clo- 
ſet-Prayer. Princes take more ftate upon them when 
convelivg with their fayourites before others, but when 
none are preſent, they open thcir hearts more fanliarly 
to them I know Abraham, ſaith God, he and I are well 
acquainted, he is my triend, hewihts me often; and 
JÞ.ill T bide any thing from Abraham? Vil take him to'a 
fide, and tell nim my whole heart'z fo:will God to:you, 
he will communicate much te you, and you may fiy 
any thing to him, you are not ſtrangers to him, but 
may come into his preſence boldly, and he will make 
you welcom. Heb.4. 16. On the contrary, what a dread- 
ful thing will it be to have ſtrange thoughts of God in 
duty, or at death ? Srrangencſs betwixt God and a foul 
is a fad uncom!'ortable thing: Wicked men are total 
ftrangers to God : . rrrcnns {ouls-htcle1mployed in (e- 
cret prayer, are little acquainted with God, and wor- 
ſhip atar offz but ſincere fouls converſing much with 
God in ſecret, attain to abundance of intimacy with 
the Lord : and is not that a mercy worth a World ? ' 
6. Would you not have the tins of others to bring 
wrath and judgment on the place ? O' then, let your 
ſouls weep and pray in ſecret places, as Feremiab 6s 
FED. Chap. 


Mtlua 6, ww oc ca .,7ivca ai 


Th, © os fon, $1 


s) 


I Chiitian Duty. x07 


Chap. 13-17. This is thelaſt and fateſt way to deli- 


| | vered trom the guilt of open' crying, {ins jn the Land, 


even a mourning for them in prayer b-tore the Lord 
thus did Lot, and. David, Paul, and all Saints.: Yea Mo» 
ſer's ſolitary prayer interpoled betwixt flaming wrath, 
and offending Iſrael : thus did hettand in the gap,- 'and 
you may make an attonement for the Nation ; a gitt in 
ſecret may pacihe that wrath that's alrcady broken out 
againſt us. Wicked 'men fin in ſecret, let us mourn in 
ſecret 3 yea they fin openly, let us 
lament privately. The truth is, ſe- 
cret ſins may undo a Nation,except the cry of the Saints 
ſecret prayers be louder than the cry.of wic ked mens:ſe- 
cret fins; Oh fall to it. Ariſe, cry out in the night, in 
the beginning of the watches pour out thine heart like 
water before the face of the Lord — Lam. 2. 19. 

7. Would you'nct have your own ſecret fins {et in the 
light of God's countenance ? Pſal. 90, 8. then repent 
and pray alone, humble your fouls in ſecret for your ſex 
cret fins. Are you not conſcious to your fclyes of much 
ſecret guilt ? And doth not God expedt that you ſhould 
ſet your {elves to mourn over them, and cry tor God for 
pardoning grace in ſecret ? Do you 
not know that God will bring every 
ſecret thing to light.in the great day of accounts ? Nay, 
God: may pumlh you openly, as he 
did David tor.his 'ſetret fin. . Well | 
then, anticipate that ſad ſevere judgment, by judging 
your ſelves, and deprecating his righteous judgment: I 
may ſay to thee, Soul, as Solomon befpcaks Shimei; Thou 
knowelt all the wickedneſs which thy heart is privy to; 
and where are thy prayers, and tears, and groanings in 
ſecret ? - Oh, firs, it others fins draw you not-to- lecret 
Prayer, let your own, which may afford matter of abyn- 
gant grict in your Cloſets and retirement. 

$ Would you not prevent and circumyent wicked 
mens 


2 Kings 17. 9. 


Eccl, 12. 13. 


2 San. 12. I 2. 


- 


yoB | .Ciolet-Pzayes; *:- h 
mneris ret plots ? Be lure then, you undermine them | c 
by-ſecret Prayer: The: Devil and the Pope have many : 


clo ahd conclave conſultations to undermine the Pro» a 
teltant Rehgion, and to-root out the: name of 1ſraet 5 
from under Heaven : they are working underground to F 


do us miſchict; we have ſcen by the light ot London's 
flames their helliſh devices in their dark vaults 3 Wicked | 1 
men lye in wait ſecretly as a Liox in his den, to catch the 
| . poor” and. murder the; innocent, Pal. P 
10; 8. 9. And now what courle is to 
be taken for preventing theſe horrid deſigns? Alas, we 


Plal. 64. 15 23 4 5+ 


haveno othertemedy,; but the aricient Chriſtians 'wea- lr 
pons,. Prayers and iKears3: theſe may break their nets, a 
and blunt their weapons z good Feremiab knew not that C 
$hdy hadievilcd dovices:againit him, but: he reveals his \ 
caule to.God in prayer, .and then God thews him their h 
donngs,.and/prevents their attempts; :Fer-1 1+ 18,1 9320. p 
$azqts Cloſct-prayers may -break wicked mens Clolct- HM 
glots:2 Fall cloſs then tothis great duty. v43% b4 * 
:9.i Would you not' be condemned:by the Heathens A 
Chamber-Idolatry:?; Ol:chen, do you-paform Cham- * 
ber and Cloſet-Dutics?:''They had theiv i| Dives penetras | 
les, or Penates | their Houſhold-gods,and-Cloſet-images, ( 


they had their [opertanea, and texebrafa ſacra | theircos 
vered,;: vailed, and myticrious. cxercites m fecret places : 
And the Fews borrowed ſeveral myſtical xites of the 
Heathens: hence weredd in Ezck-'8: i124 'of Chiambeys 
of imagery, as the Papifts at this Uay have their Crucis 
hxes, their petty-Chamber, Cloſet deities, where they 
- drop their Beads, and:do hoinage-totheir Idols 4 and 
{knll theſe in their blind: luperſtition- <@ndemn our irre+ 
ligion ? Shall it be ſaid of a devout Philofopher, that in > 
ſo-many years he ſpoke more with the gods than 'with 
men? 'And thallit be laid of any of us, chat God (even | 4 
the true God) is not inall our thoughts? or o littlem 
or hips 3 at leaft, m fecret. folemn'addrefles to him ?Let 
ens: not 
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not poor ignorant 'Papiſts out-ſtrip 'us in deydtion ; 
Since there 15 ſuch valt difference. 7 -,463OT * 

10. Would you not be ſuitable to Gods diſpenfati- 
ons 2 When the Lord'our God puts' us to ſilence, and 


1- into ſolitary places, he expects that we ſhould viſit him 


* —- ”* 
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there : Cant. 2. 14+ Oh my Dove that art in rhe clefts of 
| thevock,, in the ſecret place of the ſtairs, 3. e. in an af- * 
flied perſecuted and deſolate condition, Let me ſee thy 
countenance, let me hear thy voice, 3.e, m the duties of 
Prayer, praiſe, and Goſpel-Ordinances : For then was htr 
voice ſweet, and countenance comely > when they are Caſt 
out, then doth God expect andentertain them : And 
this advantage have Gods children had by privacy, int 
which they were caſt, as we heard before of Feremiah, 
Chap. 15. 15. So the afflited Church, Lam. 3. 28, 2g. 
When the ſitteth alone in ſolitarineſs, then ſhe putterh 
her mouth in the duſt, in faſting and prayer; and ſo a 
particular'perſon as there : Now a man is at leifure for 
tt; While perſons have their full imployment or enjoy- 
ments, they are too buſie 3 but when perſons are take 
off other wayes, *tis time to retire themſelves and re- 
treat to God : Theleſs comfort perſons find in publick 
Ordinances, the more ſerious muſt they be in Clo- 
ſet-performances z that the lots may be tupplied ſome 
Way. ON 
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SECT. I, 


Several Objedions, Anſwered. 


I5 itrange if onr carnal hearts and. cavilling ſpitifs 
4 have not ſomething to fay againſt this difficult du- 
ty : E-ſhall therefore mention what Objections, T can 


torcfee may be rnade, and briefly anſwer them, © * ** 
I, Oby- 
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I. Obj. We pray in our families, and is not that e« 
nough ? What needs all this ado? . | 

Anſw.'1. This .Obje&ion cannot be made by all : 
ſome have no Familics to pray with; but if thou doſt 
pray in thy family, *tis well 3 there's many graccle(s 
Feads and prayerleſs' houſes : Of which it may be faid, 
The fear of God js not in this place : Oh the wrath 
that ſhall be poured out on ſuch Families : But ſuppoſe 
thou doſt, Family-prayer is one thing, and Cloſet-pray- 
ex iS another: and let me tell thee, God never made 
one duty to ſuperſede another 3 you muſt not jufile out 
one work, becauſe. you are bound to perform another, 
Every thing is beautiful in its place and ſeaſon. Gods 
Commandments are exceeding broad, and take in. a 
great 123. VN of duties. You mutt worſhip God in your 

oulſcs 3 that exempts you not, trom worſhipping God 
In. your Cloſets, no more than in the publick Aſſem- 
blics : There's equal commands for all, neceſlity of all; 
neglcct any at your peril: Befides, I told you, a Child 
of- Go hath a ſccret errand to his Father, that 1t 15 not 
At his family ſhould know ot 3 and upon this account 
God hath appointed. Cloſer-Prayer ,- as tendering the 
credit of his people, . that chey might not diſcover their 
ſpiritual nakednels to any but to that God who knows 
thei ſecrets, and will keep thcir counſel : And I muſt 
tell thee, Soul, thou art very little ſenſible oft thy fpiri- 
tual fiate or wants, if thou have nothicg to ſay to God 
thatthour wouldft not have others to hear. 

2. Olj. But I am a poor man, and buſie in my cal- 
ling, and cannot take fo much time in Cloſet-Prayer, I 
have other occaſions. 

Anſw. Friend, haſt thou any greater bufinels than 
the affairs of thy ſoul; let thy calling tiand ti! rather 
than thy ſoul ſhould be damned : Curſed be thote oc- 
caſions that cat out Religion : But conlider, you may 
follow both Callings, if you be obſervant; our gener 
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ral and particular callings muſt. not interfere. Clean 


' creatures divided the hoof, confiderate Chriſtians are 


ſuch as rightly proportion works to their particular 


Neafons. A chick part of David's Arithmetick of num- 


bring daies, was in that which we call Diviſon, to caft 
the account of this our ſhort life, ſo as to divide the lit- 
fle total ſum thercot into the ſeveral portions of time 
due for performing cvery duty in: The hand-maid 
may not thruſt out the Miſtreſs; nor the Shop have 
all, and Chamber none of our time; You are flat 4- 
theifts, it you think Praying will 
hinder your work : No, no, it blc(- 
ſeth and expediteth temporal af- 
fairs. We uſe to ſay, Meat and Mattins hinder no work. 
Canſ thou not get time for eating, ſleeping ? Yea, doft 
thou not fpend as much time in idleneſs, and vain dif- 
courle, as would be required every day for this duty? 
Tf thou hadR an honeſt heart, thou wouldit redeem time 
from thy meat, or itcep, or recrcations, for Prayer , ra- 
ther than negle& a duty, or damn thy foul : The truth 
is, we complain we want time, but we waſte time: 
There's not the poorcſt Labourer , but he mif-ſpends 
more time than Prayer-time comes to: And why ſhould 
any water be left off, when there's little enough in the 
channel to turn the Mill for, or towards our God ? 

3- 0bj. But I atn a Servant, and muſt obey my Ma- 
ſterz Tam kept too hardly at work, to get time for ſe» 
cret Prayer; I am called to work betimes, dogged to 
It all the day. 

Anſw. Though you be ſervants to do mens work, 
yet not ſlaves to their luſts : in that reſpe& you muſt 
not be tne Servants of Men; you be Servants, you 
are the Lords Free-men, it free, yet you are Chriſts ſer- 
vants, 1 Cor..7. 22, 23. Remember, you have a Maſter 
in Heavenz no mortal creature can diſcharge you 
from your attendance on God : You muſt d@ Gods 


work 
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work as well as your Maſters,and your 
Maſters work for God's ſake. Oh firs, 
do not negle& your duty to God, to 
pleaſure men, Can your ſuperiour anſwer for your 
neglect? Or interpoſe begwixt flaming wrath and your 
finning ſouls ? But I am afraid, ſome lay the blame on 


Maſters, when the fault is in themſelves: Deccive not 


thy {elf by accuſing others to clear thy (elf; this was 
Adanz's fault : Think not that anothers rigout can ex- 
caſe thy neglect : Let me tell you, there's never a ſer- 
vant {vo firitly -watch'd, but might ſteal -fome time 
from his Maſter for his God 3 and: yet do him no 
wrong : Only ſee that you be prudent in chuſing ſuch 
{caſons as may not juſtly provoke your Maſter, or pre- 
Judice his occaſions : And be often in your callings litt- 
ang, up your hearts to God 3 be content with your con- 
dition: had you more libcrty, it may be your hearts 
wonld not be in ſo good a trame : But let me beſpeak 
'Maſters indulgence to poor and pious Servants; oh hin- 
der them not in any good work, rather put them up- 
on 1t, encourage them in it, bleſs God that you have 
praying ſervants, this is a hopeful preſage of good fuc- 
ects : Let not your ſervants tare the worle, but the bet- 
ter, for being God's ſervants, 

> 4. Obj. But I have no Cloſet to pray 1n, no conve- 
mML.room for ſecret Prayer; I have a littlz houſe, a 
buſie full family, and cannot retire my felt. 

Anſw. A good good heart will tind room, either 
within doors, or without : a- gracious ſoul wall ſeek 
Out places to pray in; any ſorry cote,will be a Bethel, 
where it can jnjoy its God : or, if he cannot get to, 1t 
under the roof, he will (with good Iſaac) walk out in- 
to the ficlds to meditate, and to pray ; Could Heathens 
and Tdolatrous Jews plant groves for their ſupertticion, 
in an Apiſh imitation of Abraham's practice ? And cagy 


nota Bird of Paradiſe take its flight out of ſome Wood 
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or Arbour into Heaven ? But, moſt need not make this 
filly flight excule 3 they have good roots tobe in, and 
need not worthip God | ſub Dio ] , in the open air: 
few of us but we have convenient rooms, but moſt of 
us want affectionate hearts to viſit God therein : But, 
Chriſtians, make good uſe of your houles to ſerve 
God therein, elſe they may juſtly ſpue you out, and 
leave you harbourleſs ; and then, what a dreadful ſting 
and guilt will follow you whither-foever you go? Oh 
conſider London's flames and ruines3 your houſes are. 
no better built, nor more fecured from the like Cata- 
ſirophe : do not, weaken their foundations by wilful 
negleds, or ſcandalous fins, 

5. Obj. Byt I know ſome good Chriſtians that never 
ufe it, yea, that maintain it in their judgements that ic 
15 not neceſſary, except in ſome extraordinary caſes z 
What ſay you to that ? | 

I Anſw. I never yet met with ſuch perſons that had 
the face of Religion, that ever ſpoke againſt the or- 
dinary praQtife of this duty of Cloſet-Prayer. I con- 
tefs, I have met with ſome, who being urged to Fa- 
wily-Prayer, have put if off with this evaſion, that they 
would pray in their Cloſets (how well, the God of 
Heaven knows.) But if any profeſſors judgement be 
ſo far brib:d to plead for the flcſh in this negle&, the 
Lord rebuke them, and forgive them, they know not 
what they ſay. This is a Jamentation, that there's ſcarce 
any truth ſo ſacred, or duty fo ſpiritual, but it hath 
been contradicted in theſe licentious daies : Some have 
pleaded againſt Family-Prayer, Catechiling, Chriſtian- 
meetings, and what not? But they cati produce no ſo« 
lid argurhents : do not you follow their example con= 
trary to plain Scripture, precepts, and. precedents. Ma- 
ny were produced for confirmation, moſt whereof wete 
not only in extraordinary caſcs, but were an ordina1is 
practice : And can you find the diy that — 
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ſome ſpecial matter to occaſion you to make addreſſes 


" 16 God in ſecret Prayer? It you be ſentible and ob- 


ſervant, ſurely you will ſee. great nced for ſuch retire- 
ments in ordinary. practice. Remember this, that you 
follow no man, but as he follows Chriſt :. but I am ſure 
our precious Saviour uſed this practicc. 


daxe nor come near that God whom, you have Weorg? 
Eel. A "A <j I» 


SECT. III. 
More Objections, anſwered. 


6, Oj. Id UT I tind not my heart affected or pre- 
pared : Is it not a tempting oi God, to 
go when the ſpirit doth not moye mc ? 

I Anſw. 'Tisa dangerous miſtake to think you.may 
not go to duty, but when the ſpirit moves you : For it 
may be long betore it ſtir; the ſpirit bloweth where, 
and* when it liſteth: You are therefore to lay your ſelves 
in the way ot the fpirit, call in its aid, which ordinarily 
comes when fouls do their duty : Holy performances 
are' (25 it were) the walk of the ſpirit, the air where he 
breaths : 'and be ſure he is moſt likely to be found in 
his own way, and walk but you cannot expect him in 
the -7 55a of plain duty : Try this way, put God to'r, 
plead his promiſe, you cannot think to be warm, if you 
xun'from' the tire: Tf you have not an appetite to pray, 
you niuſt pray for an appztice tor negle&, or omil- 
fion of a duty, never firs, but alwaics untr's for a duty z:. 
If you heed your trifling ſpirits, and accept every ex- 
cule which they make, you ſhall never pray : It, you 
play the truant one time, you'll have lefs nund to go.to. 
Gott rhe next time 3 guilt makes you atraid, and. you 
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ed; as 44am run from God, and Peter would thruſt 
Chriſt from him, when conſcious of guilt. How dare 
' you look God in the face, whom you have lighted ? 
Belides, you'll find that negle& of duty, doth not make 
the next performance more eafic, but more difficult, It- 
will (as one faith ) require more time and pains for you 
to tune your inſtrument, than for another to play his 
Icffon : And is it not more likely God ſhould come to 
you in pains-taking, than total omiihon ? Do you not 
read in the Pſalms, how often David begun faintly, and 
ended triumphantly ? Try the Lord, and fce if he be 
not better than you expeR. 

7. Obj. 1, but (faith a poor ſoul) IT meet with temp= 
tations when I go to God m ſecret Satan aſſaults me, 
I am timorous, and dare not be alone, or in the dark, 
but am afrightcd. | 

Anſw. *Tis a ſign the duty is good, becauſe fa bad 
a ſpirit oppoleth it: the more Satan ſees a duty 1s for the 
ſouls advantage, the more dilizent he is to hinder the 

erformance ; but muſt Satan be gratified rather than 
God glorihed, or thy foul edited ? Wilt thou give way 
to him? Retit the devil, and he will flee from thee ; 
think not thou canſt perform a fleſh-diſpleafing: duty, 
when Satan is quiet, and doth not moleſt ; he will be 
bulie to tempt when thou art going to thy God z this is 
no new thing, he will jog; thy hand when thou art wri= 
ting thy letter to thy Friend in Heaven: think not-to be 
more Exempted than even thy Saviour himſelf, he was 
{et upon by the Devil in his ſolitary receſſes in the wil> 
dernefle 3 and, oh the horrible nature of thoſe tempta- 
tions! Mat. 4. Jen Jolhua the High-Prieft prayed, Sa- 
tan ſtood at bis right hayd to reſiſt him, but the iſſue was 
good, God rebuk 4 bim, Zech.3. 1,2. And thus he wHI 
do. for thee, he will tread Satan” under thy feet, 4nd 
take thee a conquerox z only when thou, art annoyed 
with this foul ſpirit, turn to thy God, leaye not thy 
12 work, 
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work, let not Satan take thee off duty; then he hath at« 
ained his end : fall cloſer to the work; conſider, faſting 
and prayer caſt out the devil z watch- 
and prayer are prelervatives from 
Eph 6. 18. — T8 a 
: intcion, yea, Prayer it ſelf is a chief 
piece of a Chriſtians Armour : it you be beat off this, 
you -are routed 3 this ingageth God for you; without 
this, you are but like other men, and the Philiftiz will 
put out your eyes, lead you captive, and make ſport of 
you': ſtick cloſe to this what ever you do 3 though all 
the devils in hell roar upon you, yet run to your God 
in Prayer:they arc fluggards,or cowards.that ſay there's 
a Lion 18 the way,when'they are called out to hard ſer- 
vice, or difficult duty; nay, rather ſay as he once in an 
arduous undertaking, Here's a work fit for the ſpirit of 
an Alcxandir; 1o, here's a duty that becomes a Chri- 
fiianto manage: By your God you may run through 
a Troop, and leap over a Wall. But more of that a- 
non. | 

8. Obj. ButI get no good by Cloſct-Praycr, T have 
aſcd it fo long, and ſtill my hcart is as cold, hard, dead, 
as ever, I will givc over now. 

Anſw. Is not this too like the language of thoſe that 
fay, It is in vain to ſerve God ? Mal. 3. 14. And are you 
like thoſe Athcifts, that think Prayer is to no purpole ? 
I hope not : You think it doth good to ſome, but not 
t>you, Well, what's the reaſon ? Is it not becauſe you 
do not pray aright ? Therctore ſearch your ſelves, fee 
how you prayed, mourn over your dcteds, 4nd mend 
the matter : It's truz,one who ſces the Well dry,breaks, 
or throws away his Pitcher 3 but, Is God a barren wil- 
derneſs? Is it not good tor you'to draw near to Go? 
Were they ever aſhamed that waited on him? Haſt not 
thoa fometimes found beneht by fecret Prayer? God 
15 good to the foul that fecks him : try again, you will 
rot Joſe your labor 3 be not weary of Tg, = 
| 1 + # ue 
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due time you ſhall reap, it you faint not, et not your 
hands hang down, let not your knees grow feeble z the 
Text tells you, your Father that ſees i ſecret will reward 
yore openly, and dare you not truſt him beyond ſenſe and 
experience ? There may be more advantage by this du- 
tie, than you are aware of, you fhall not yet. know the 
profit you have by fecret Prayer, you mult keep on 1n a 
patient continuance in well-doing, and not gtve ovcr 
till you receive a full reward but oh take heed of giving 
over prayer, becauſe you think you want preſent prefi.; 
You cannot do Satan greater ſervice, or your fouls more 
prejudice : But more of this anon. | 
9. Obj. But Iam weak in parts; and know not what 

to ſay z Fain I would, but alas I cannot open my wants 
to God in Prayer, I want gitts, abilities. | | 
Anſw. 1am glad to hear thee thus complain : thou 
art fitter for praying , when thou canlt lie under the 
ſenſe of thy inabilitie to pray, that's an uſeful dilpoſiti- 
on in'dutie: Bat thou faiſt thou canſt not pray, then 
F'll tell thee what to doz Go thy waies alone, and fall 
down upon thy knees, and plainly tcl the Lord thou 
canſt not pray, and intreat him to help thee by his blet- 
{cd Spirit, which he hath promiſed to them that ask it: 
cell the Lord, that thou canſt not think a good thought, 
or ſp:ak a good word without that blefled Spirit, but 
1: ſhall help thine infirmities, and teach thee what to 
fay: oh beg hard for that holy Spirit; and then, let ſome 
means be uled to get matter of Prayer: you know it 
conlitte of confethion of tin,perition for good things, de- 
precation of evil, and thankſgiving for mercies : Well 
then, fit down, and think with thy felt, what fins thou 
art guilty of 3 original, cr a&tualz of omiſſion, or com- 
mittion ; this is too too fruitful a ſubject : take them 
home, tell God of them, by ingenious conteſhon; Then 
bethink thy (elf what thou wanteſt at the hands of 
God, as Pardon, Grace, Peace, Heaycn,and begg theſe 3 
, conſider 
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confider alſo what thou art atraid of, as guilt, ſtrength, 
effects of ſin, Gods wrath, Satans maljce; and defire the 
Lord. to prevent, aud remove theſe, for Chriſt's fake: 
And laftly, rccolle& , what mercies thou haſt had from 
God, and reckon them up to God, with ,expretlions of 
hankfulpeſs: Do this with olainneſs, and Icriouſnels, 
heed not ſo much for exact method, or, fine phraſes ; 
the gilt of the key makes it not open the door a jot 
the better; and a Prayer doth not work upon God 
any, rather becauſe of the neat languzge therein, but 
unboſoms thy ſelf plainly, and crioully befaxe thy God, 
and thou ſhalt find preſent aſliftance: and acceptance, 
and fature inlarzement and incouragement : Be honeſt, 
though nevcr {o homely i in Praycr. 
To. 0bj. But I like; not this tt'r, it's an hard and dit- 
fhcult work: I would rather do Joy thing than this, my 
ſpirit is wonderful averſe to itz{ay what you will,it will 
not down with me. to make all this ado in Cloſet- 
Prayer it's pretty fair it I can keep up ſuch dutics as 
Church and Family require. 

Anſw, This is the pleading of ficth and blood, this i 1s 
the bottom of the former obj<&ions, I expected this all 
along: it the tongue ſpeak not thus, the heart doth. : let 
a duty be preſſed never ſo home,a carnal heart will make 
fome cvaſions 3' though the mouth be ftopped, yct a ca- 
villing heart-will have ſomething to fay againſt a fpiri- 
tual duty: And if it cannot be mad with realon, i it grows 
mad without reaſon, and agaialt Scripture; 'Tiscaher to 
bring, arguments to convince the judgement, than to 
draw the will and aft&tions to a through obedience; But 
{oul, wilt thou plead for Baal 2 Wilt thou take the de- 
vils Path and yield to carnal reaſon? or wilt thon baulk 
any divine commands to gratitic a Jazie humour, or a 
bale luſt ? God.torbidz methinks, it thou canſt not obey 
as thou ought'*ſt, yet thon ſhould'Rt take Gods part,and 
plead tor obedience; Pu} doth fo, Kom7.15,16, Though 
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he ſaith, 1/hat Twould, that do T not, But what T hate, 
that dy I, — (yet faith he) T conſerrt to the Law that it is 
good ; "Þ Os I tale patt with God, and joyn with Gods 
will againſt my corrupt and carnal aftc&ions,that would 
draw my neck from under this heavenly:yoke: -And if 
you have not ſomething within you that takes part with 
Gods revealed will, you are not-of God : Bur #princi- 
ple of grace doth facilitate and make cafie- the hardeſt 
-daties, becauſe there is a likeneſs betwixt holy hearts 
and holy periormances : Love makes every thing eafte 
hence it comes to paſs that Chrilts yoke is eafte, *Mar. 
I1.30. His ways plealant, and his commandments 
not grievous, 1 Foh. 5.3. If thy heart were right, 
duties would be {wect to thy ſoul 3 *tis no burden 
to cat, drink, ſleep; the as of nature are delightful 
"to perſons in a right temper 3 it they be not, nature is 
oppreft, and out of order ; A child of God in duty; fo 
far as regenerated, 1s like a man in his calling,or a'crea- 
ture in 1ts proper Element : Beſides, wert thou more 
accuſtomed to duty in fecret, it would be more farmliar 
to thee, and leſs irkſom : We ſee by experience, Uſe 
makes heavy things light, we hardly teel the weight of 
our cloaths, becauſe fiited to us, and conſtantly carried 
by us, when as the fame weight upon our ſhoulders 
would trouble us : Chriſtians, confider all Chriftian 
datics are not of equal difficulty z yet withal obſerve 
it, Duties that are hardeſt to go through, many times 
bring in the ſweetelt income : And fo is this the pro- 
fit of it will abundantly recompence for your pains in 
it : Be ſure when a duty is lined with difficulty, and 
your corrupt hearts draw back, and have moſt averſe- 
nz(s to it, there is ſomething of God in that duty, and 
God aims you morc than ordinary advantage by it : 
Therefore do not fay a word againtt it, but ftir up your 
ſelves, ſpur on your hearts, ſhake off ſloth, and rm to 
God, whatever Satan, the World, or Fle{k ſay to the _- 
contrary ; thus much for the Objections. SECT. Fi 
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SECT.. V. ; 
Some Caſes of Conſcience, briefly anſwered. 
T Here are yet four Caſes of conſcience I ſhall briefly 


propound and Anſwer. 
I. Caſe, Whether may not an hypocrite or graceleſs 


ſoul perform this duty of Clolet-prayer z and what dif- | 


ference is there betwixt a real Saint and an unregenerate 

ron in this work ? 
. TAnſ. It is pollible a carnal man may pray in ſecret, 
but with theſe differences : '1» He is urged to it by the 
challenges of an accuſing conſcience, he is (as it were) 
dogg'd to't, he dare not but do it 3 but a Child of God 
hath a gracious principle, inclining him to it; from love 
to God, and a deſire to pleaſe and enjoy him: Yet 
through the remainders of corruption , there's much 
unwillingneſs in the beſt; ſo that ſometimes a Saint 
mult even force himſelf- to the performance, 
| 2. An hypocrite will not thus pray always, Fob 27. 
9, TO. , Tis but in ſome pang, or under ſome pretting at- 
tliction 3 and when this good mood is over, he takes 
his leave of God, till whipt'to him again by the like : 
But a child of God is in ſome meaſure conſtant and dilis 
gent in the duty, though he may have fiaful omillions 
and intermilſions, yet never a total ceſſation trom duty. 
Grace works the heart God-ward, and the ſoul is not 
content without Him, | 

3- An hypocrite doth not make conſcience to get his 
heart up to God jn the duty, he js content with the 
work done, words ſaid 3 but a real Saint hath-moſt ado 
with his heart, that's the hardeſt piece of -the work; 
he dare not leave that bzhind him, and he hath muth a- 
do toget it up. = 
4+ Acarnal man keeps his round in formal duty, but 
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gets nothing he prays to little profit or purpoſe, and 
indeed doth not much ftudy to gain a ſpiritual good ; 
But a child of God is a great gainer, he gets at ſome- 
times communion with God , communications from 
God: Oh what good doth his ſoul meet with ! Though 
not always, yet at ſometimes. 

2. Caſe. Whether may a Chriſtian bind himſelf t9 
the performance of this duty of Cloſet-Prayer at ſtated 
times ? Or, ſuppoſe a Chriſtian mils his times defigned 
for that work, what muſt he then do? 

Anſ. Fo the former 3 that in general thou mayſt and 
muſt ſwear and vow that thou wilt keep Gods Com- 
mandments, Pſal. 119. 1c6. ſo doth David. And in 
Scripture we are bid to make vows, and pay them to 
the Lord, Pſal. 76.11. Vowing our {elves and all that 
we have to God, is neceſſary : Sequeſtring ſome part of 
our time te his ſervice, is requiſite: And in ſome caſes 
for ſome perſons, it may be expedient to bind and task 
our ſ{clves by an holy reſolution, to take ſo much time, 
at leaſt every day for Gods worſhip, yea at ſuch a time 
as may be judged moſt commodious by our experiences. 
And this may be a good help to keep in our treacherous 
hearts from delay cr dallying: But to ingage our 
ſelves to a particular hour ſo punctually and unaltera- 
bly, as not to take another, may not be fo late ; partly, 
becauſe our times are in Gods hands, and we know not 
what —_—_— Providence may fall in to prevent our 
performance, whereby conſcience may be intangled in 
a perplexing labyrinth 3 beſides, our outward occations, 
and the frame of our Spirits, may diſcover a greater 
fitneſsat another ſeaſon : Yet, though I would not have 
Chriſtians bring a ſnare upon their fouls by Vowing, yet 
I humbly conc :ive that they may con'ult conveniences 
and deſign ſome time for that work and purpoſe, God 
willing; to keep an hour of Prayer: And if they be 
hindered by a journey, or any unexpected unayoidable 
" | OCcas® 
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occaſions, they muſt miourn tor it as their burden, re- 
double their diligence another time ,- not plead negdleſs 
diverſions, lift up <jaculations to God, keep a praying 
frame of ſpirit, and God will graciouſly pardon and 
entertain them. | 

3. Caſe. How may a Chriſtian . know. that he enjoy- 
eth communion with God in Cloſet-prayer ? 

Anſ. Communion with God is twotpld. + 1. As.to 
Graces, 2. As to Comforts. Somctimesa Chriſtian may 
feel the joy of Gods (alvation, have the ſweet kiſſes ot 
his mouth, ſmiles of his face, ſcals pf, the Spirit,and: the 
lively fpriagings of joy. and raviſhing.pleaſares 3,' thele 
carry theit own evidencealong with them: But allhave 
not theſe, nor any at all times therefore the ſarelt, way 
is to Inquire after communion with: God, with ,refe- 
rence to'the exerciſe of grace in duty :, then hath a child 
of "God true fellowſhip with God, -when by the fweet 
affiſtance' of Gods. Spirk his mind 1is-knit to the obje&t 
of worſhip, the underſtanding is fruicful in ſpiritual 
and (uitable thoughts, when the will and affections are 
carried ont in [ixong and panting delires and longings 
after God :. When the heart is thronghty'.broken in, rhe 
fenſe.of fin, melted tnto godly ſorrow, affected with the 
ſwreetnels of pardoning grace,and ardently, pleads with 
God for acceptance 3 again, 'when:the graces of the Spi- 
rit are a&ed ia the duty, as, an. holy awe and fear. o; 
God, faith, love, humilicy, zeal an} fervency,and a wil> 
lingnets to forgive others, as well as to be forgiven by 
the Lord : Laſtly, 4 foul may know, when it hath com- 
mitnion with God, by the conſequences of duty, as 
when the Chriſtian is more vile in his own eyes, as Abra- 
bam was, gives Gal. all the glory, fees and bewails his 
detes in greateſt inlargements, when the ſpirit is lett 


- ih @betterframe, and fitter to bear croſſes, and pertorm 


- after-dutics, &c, 1.dq but hint theſe-things. 
4.” Caſe. Suppoſe T have prayed and praycd, and find 
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not my heart affectcd 3 *tis dead, dull, diſtracted, Ido 
no good ; get no good in duty, I fear Loftead God, 
What ſhall I do? | >::4 

Anſ. Such a caſe is ſad : yet conſider, 1. It may be 
the caſe of gracious hearts, Dapid was {o depreſſed and 
troubled, that he could, not ſpeak; Pſal.77- 3,4» Gods 
beſt Children axe ſometimes out of trame, thewripirits 
unht for duty3 TTY: 

2, A total negle& will not mend the matter, nor 
help the trame ot your hearts 3- one fin will never cure 
anotherz running from the fre is nat the way to be 
warm ; your hearts will not be better, but worte, by 

3- Who knows but God may come in the next tune? 
Keep upon the Royal Exchange ſtill, ply the oars,giwe 
God no reſt, gratitic not Satan by nepgle&. Tradeſmen 
keep their Markets, though for mall gains : you. 1 get 
ſomething at latt worth your pains 3 they never we1e 
nance that have waited on him-; The wTue ; will: þe 
good, 1110-4 
4. God may graciouſly accept thy obedience, though 
thou have not ſweet. inlargement.-rhe obedience 15 thing, 


the inlargement God's, he is « free Agent, and works 


when ie pleaſeth, he loves, to {ce poor fouls tug and 
ſtruggle with their own hearts, though they can get lit- 
tle torward, yct they would be betrer and do better ; 
The Father takes it well when the Ci;ld 15 ſtriving to 
obey. hum, thoug| it fall very far ſhost : He-ſees, the 
Spirit is willing, though the fleſh; be weak, and accepts 
ot upright endeavoars ; Nay, obſerve it, a Chriſtians 
conſcientious attendance upon God without mlarge= 
ments, may be raore acceptable to God than when he 
hath the ſweeteſt inlargements3 becauſe there 15 molt 
obedience in thoſe duties, but in the other a Chriſtian 
is (as it, were) hired-to performances by the Earneſi- 
peny of inlargements ; Oh, *tis a brave thing to perſe- 
VEIC 
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vere in duty under diſcouragements he that can trad: 
when txmes are {o dead, that all his wares lye upon his 
hand, yet trades more 3 ſurely his ftock is great. So *tis 
an evidence of much Faith, Love, Sincerity, when the 
Soul cat maintain this Heavenly Trade, when his ſenſi- 


bleincomes are {mall : Yet when God thus withdraws ! 


from'you, you mult deeply lay it to heart, inquite the 
cauſe, make your peace with him, and ply the Throne of 
Grace with greater importunity : Thus much briefly, 
for theſe Caſes of Conſciences. 

And now, beloved friends, T have diſpatcht this 
Subje& concerning Cloſet-prayer, What remains, but 
that we ſhould all fall cloſs to the conftant praftice of 
this duty? What do Miniſters preach Sermons, or 
print Books for ? Is it to be ſeen and heard in publick? 
Is it to be applauded ? Or, isit not rather to do good to 
peoples ſouls ? And can people get any good by hearing 
a found of words, or a complemental reading what is 
written? Is there not ſomething eMe required of you 
now, even a ſetting about the conſcientious practice of 
what is before you ? What ſay you firs, to this Point? 
Is Cloſet-Prayer a Chriſtian duty, or is it not? It it be 
not, - why doth Chrilt direct us to the right manner of 
performance, and afſure us that our Father wil reward 
it openly 2 Will God reward any thing but command- 


edduty? There's no queſtion but *tis a duty , I chal-' 


lenge any man to diſprove it now, and to ſtand to his 
aſſertion another day bcfore the God of Heaven : Butl 
think none will deny it to be a duty 3 and firs, dare any 
man that profeſſeth Religion, live in the groſs neglect 
of plain duty? Do you think it's fit it ſhould b2 done, 
and will you not do 1t?.-Shall your own tongues be 
brought in as witneſſes againſt your {clyes? Will you be 
like that Son that faid, I go fir, but went not ? Shall 
God wait your leiſure, and you'l not give him a vikit ? 
Will you go into your Cloſets to make up your accounts ? 


— 


A Chziftian Duty; 125 
And will you not reckon fireight betwixt God and your 


» Þ Souls? Dare you go from day to day under the guilt of 


a known fin ? If you do not what you have read, this 
Book will flic in the face of conſcience another day. But 
I am moſt afraid, left Chriſtians trifle about this work, 
and (huMMe it off after any faſhion, and fo put off God 


| with a meer outſide performance, to pacihe conſcience, 


without that warmth and life we ſhould have in our 
Cloſets : *Tis recorded of Lwther, that he prayed every 
day threc hours, and even then when hus ſpirits were 
molt lively, [Per tres horas, eaſqz ad ſtudia aptiffimas | 
Nor wcre his Cloſet-Prayers dull, carelels, heartleſs ; 
be ſo fervent and ardent, faith Melan&bon , that they 
which ſtood under his window where he ſtood praying, 
might ſee his tears falling and dropping down : Oh but 
where is this zcal and ardency in our ſecret devotion? 
Are we not ready to drop aſleep, even upon our knees? 
Alas, how formal are we? The hre of God is wanting 
in our facrificcs ; Nay, do we not take Gods Name in 
vain many times, and know not what we ſay ? Oh; 
why do we thus forget Gods omnipreſence and omni- 
ſcience ? Doth not he know our hearts? And ſhould 
not we approve our ſclves to Gad in our Cloſets? Yea, 
doth not Satan fiand under our Cloſet-window (or ra- 
ther at our Elbow) and hears what we fay to God in our 
Cloſets ? If you take not notice of your miſtakes in 


| Cloſet-Prayer, Satan doth 3 and takes advantage by 


them:Indeed,I have heard ſom? make this a ſcruple,whe- 
they ſhould in ſecret confeſs heart-ſins, leſt Satan ſhould 
be acquainted with what he knew not before, and ſo be 
furniſhd with matter to accuſe them of, but an ingenious 
confeſſion prevents Satans accuſation, becauſe we have 
a promiſe of remiſſion annexed thereunto, Rom. $. 22. 
Ana who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of juſtified per- 
ſons ? He: hath little rcafon to take your confe({tons,and 
daſh them in your teeth 3 ſince that yas both the means 


and 
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and evidence of pardon ; But if you fear that, you may |. 
do as Hanxabh in Prayer, ſpeak in your hearts, and then | 
Satan cannot tell'what you ſay, but your God"doth ; 
However negle& not the duty ;' for this you may be 
fare,«that Satan will catch more advantage by omithon 
or negligent performance, than by an ingenuous ac- * 
knowledgment of heart-fins, though he do hear you. 
Sirs, Awake to righteouſneſs, Rouze up your {clves 
to the work, put nor off God or conſcience with a ne- 
gative anſwer : you may as well ſay, Nay, as pretend 
and promiſe to do 1t, and not perform 3 fall co the pra- 
Qice of. it therefore this day, there's danger in delays, 
it youdo it not to day, you'l be more unhit to morrow: {| 
At this inſtant, fall upon thy knees, beg a bleſſing upon 
this book for the good of thy toul and others, look up- 
on Cloſet-Prayer as thy priviledge, as well as thy duty? 
*Tis a mercy thou maylt go to God as often as thou wilt, | * 
and for what thou needeſt : *Tis no {mall tavour that 
God hati allowed thee the uſe of rhis privy Rey-to open 
Heaven-gates when thou haſt not the more publick key 
of others help in Prayer; yet this is thy incouragement, 
Thy Father that ſees in ſecret will reward thee openly. 
I ſhall ſhut yp all with a piece of Herberts Poetry, cal- 
led Artillery. 


CO IO —_ 


PA. 4 


A, S Tone Evening ſate before my cell, 
Mcthought a Star did4 fhnot int» my lap, T os 
T roſe and ſhook my claaths, as knowing well, 
That from ſmall fires, comes oft 320 ſmall miſhap : 
When ſuddenly T heard one ſay 
Do as thou ufeſt. diſubcy, 
Expel good motions from thy breſt, 
Which bave the face of fire, but cnd in riſe 


F who had beard of - Muſick, in the Sphears,. ... po 
But wat of ſpeech in Stars, begai to mule 3 


Ls 
& » 


But] - 
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But tnrning to my God whoſe Miniſters 
The Stars and all things are, if I refuſe, 
Dread Lord, ſaid I, ſo oft my good, 
Theu I refuſe not even with blood 
To waſh away my ſtubborn thought : 
For I will do or ſuffer what T ought. 


But IT have alſo Stars and Shooters #00, 
Born where thy Servants both Artilleries uſe, 
My Tears and Prayers night and day do woo, 
And work, up to thee, yet thou doſt refuſe : 
Not but I am (I muſt ſay ſtill) 
Much more oblig'd to do thy will, 
Tha thou to grant mine, but becauſe 
Thy promiſe now hath even ſet Thee Laws : 


Then we are ſhooters both , thou doſt deign 
To enter combate with ts, and conteſt 
With thine own clay : Bnt T would parley fain 
Shun not my Arrows, and behold my breſt : 
Tet if thou ſhunneſkt I am thine, 
IT muſt be ſo if I am mine, 
There # #o articling with thee, 
T am but finite, yet thine infinitely. 


